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have  relieved  themselves  without  adding  to  their 
neighbours'1  misfortunes.  Thus  the  man  deprived 
of  parents,  wife,  and  children, — the  blighted  branch 
on  the  blighted  stem,  sinking  rapidly  in  the 
grave  which  yawns  to  receive  him, — feels  the  con- 
solation others  have  experienced  as  he  proceeds 
to  cleanse  his  foul  bosom  from  the  perilous  stuff 
that  runs  within  it. 

It  is  true  that  mankind  in  general  deceive 
themselves  in  the  motives  by  which  they  are 
actuated ;  and  perhaps  even  when  they  affirm 
that  they  are  induced  to  publish  their  crimes, 
their  exposures  of  a  career  of  weakness  and  of 
vice,  as  much  from  a  desire  to  serve  as  a  beacon 
to  others,  (that,  like  the  drunken  Helot,  they 
may  repel,  rather  than  attract,)  as  to  unload  the 
terrible  weight  that  drags  down  their  almost  ex- 
hausted nature, — perhaps  they  may  be  impelled 
by  a  less  noble  motive,  they  may  be  induced  to 
anatomize  themselves  from  the  want  of  some 
greater  stimulant ;  for  those  who,  until  poverty 
forced  them  from  the  path,  were  familiar  with 
the  greatest  of  all  excitements,  may  feel  a  mo- 
mentary  relief   when    the    pen    embodies    their 
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view  with  indifference  the  piles  of  gold  which 
glisten  on  the  Spanish  gambling-table,  or  look 
unmoved  at  the  numerous  billets  de  banque 
that  are  seen  through  the  sliding  boxes  of  the 
salon  or  Frascatfs.  In  this  country  it  is  worse 
than  either,  because  it  is  illegal  to  gamble,  and 
yet  it  is  sanctioned :  the  police  are  carefully  ex- 
cluded, the  law  has  no  eyes  for  the  protection 
of  the  swindled,  and  when  intoxication  succeeds 
the  first  fury  of  continual  losses,  who  can  be 
answerable,  or  who  can  protect  the  unfortunate 
man  from  the  pinching  gripe  of  the  professed 
gambler,  the  greedy  and  insatiable  grasp  of  the 
practised  swindler?  We  know  the  degradation 
of  mind,  the  absolute  ruin  of  health  and  pro- 
perty, which  follows  the  path  of  those  thus  un- 
happily lured  by  their  own  proper  protectors. 
The  bridges  which  adorn  the  Seine  are  gene- 
rally the  last  spot  occupied  by  the  living  body 
of  the  gambler  in  France,  and  the  Morgue  shows 
the  skeleton  carcase  of  the  plundered  and  the 
plunderer  in  all  the  horrid  nakedness  of  de- 
formity. 

The  lotteries  in  England   for   a   time  contri- 
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poor  capital  to  fight  against  that  which  can  com- 
mand thousands — we  stake  our  money  against 
the  fearful  odds  of  superior  capital  and  expe- 
rienced dexterity. 

When  Robert  Douglass  had  placed  his  last  re- 
lative in  the  grave — had  returned  to  his  now 
solitary  home,  and  gazed  in  silence  round  the 
desert  of  his  occupation,  he  carefully  counted 
the  sum  which  remained  his  all  in  this  world  : 
he  who  had  gone  before  had  left  nothing  to  in- 
crease the  stock,  and  his  whole  fortune  amounted 
to  the  immense  sum  of  about  three  thousand 
pounds — a  mere  vegetation  for  life ;  and  this 
was  all  that  remained  from  the  wreck  of  a  much 
finer  property. 

For  some  time  after  his  last  relative^  death, 
and  his  disappointments,  Douglass  led  a  re- 
tired  life  in  a  country  village  in  England, 
the  name  of  which  we  shall  call  Wilmington, 
and  which  was  distant  but  a  few  miles  from  the 
metropolis.  Of  all  monotonous  lives,  for  a  man 
who  had  travelled  over  nearly  the  whole  world, 
that  residence  was  the  worst ;  the  bickering  scan- 
dal which  is  inseperable  from  the  small  commu- 
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ladies  hunting  for  the  chapter  and  verse  as  if  to 
catch  the  preacher  in  an  error,  the  heavy  foot- 
steps of  an  elderly  man  were  heard  as  he  walked 
a  few  paces  into  the  interior.  Every  eye  was 
instantly  directed  towards  the  stranger ;  and  not- 
withstanding the  place,  curiosity  expressed  itself 
in  whispers,  and  the  attention  of  the  congregation 
was  turned  towards  the  old  gentleman. 

He  wore  a  rather  old  acquaintance  in  the  shape 
of  a  great-coat,   and  which  certainly  would  have 
been  none  the  worse  for  a  hot  iron  and  a  piece 
of  brown  paper.     He  seemed  to  be  fatigued  with 
his  walk,  and  leant  over  a  pew  which  would  have 
contained  two  more  than  inhabited  it.     He  gave 
that  intelligible  look  at  the  inmates,  as  much  as 
to  say,   "  Let  me  in ;"  but  Christian  charity  was 
not  the  leading  principle  of  the  old  women,  who 
began    immediately   to    spread    themselves    out, 
thereby  apparently   occupying  the  whole  of  the 
pew,  and  looking  up  significantly,  as  much  as  to 
respond,   "  Only  see  how  you  would  incommode 
us  !"     The  poor  old  gentleman  advanced  a  little 
farther ;  but  there  seemed  a  general  fear  of  con- 
tamination or  of  rheumatism,  for  some  small  rain 
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a  pride  at  having  done  a  commonly  civil  action, 
more  particularly  as  his  neighbours  had  acted  in 
a  contrary  manner.  Douglass  thought  he  ob- 
served the  sneers  of  some  of  his  old  female 
friends,  and  the  gibes  and  laughs  of  the  younger ; 
for  when  the  old  gentleman  put  his  hat  on  his 
head,  he  stood  as  good  a  representation  of  a 
bankrupt  clothesman  as  Rag  Fair  could  produce. 
If  this  man  has  no  money,  thought  Robert,  he 
does  not  act  up  to  the  advice,  "  Never  be  poor 
and  show  poor." 

For  some  time  the  stranger  was  silent.  He  ap- 
peared more  infirm  than  Robert  had  supposed, 
and  he  leant  as  heavily  on  his  arm  as  a  lame 
man  does  on  a  crutch.  At  last  he  spoke,  and 
there  was  a  mildness  in  his  manner  that  was  capti- 
vating in  the  extreme. 

"  I  am,1'  said  he,  addressing  Douglass,  <c  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  civility ;  for  although  it 
is  said  that  in  the  house  of  God  all  are  equal, 
yet  those  ladies  seemed  to  think  otherwise.  They 
are  fools  for  their  pains ! — they  might  have  done 
a  more  gracious  act  than  in  denying  rest  to  the 
weary,   or  in  hindering  one  who  cannot  remain 
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"  He  has  been  dead  about  six  years,"  replied 
Robert. 

"  He  ought  to  have  died  a  wealthy  man,"  said 
the  stranger,  "  for  he  held  high  situations,  and 
although  he  lived  like  a  nabob,  he  must  have  left 
some  lacs  of  rupees.  And  you,'"  he  continued, 
"  how  comes  it  that  you  are  buried  alive  in  this 
village  ?  You  should  be  more  actively  employed 
than  in  the  tattling  company  of  old  maidens  or 
the  solitary  walk  of  a  churchyard.'" 

"  My  life  has  been  unfortunate,  and  that  which 
I  inherited,"  replied  Robert,  "  is  almost  gone  — 
all  but  a  bare  sufficiency :  I  was  robbed  of  it, 
plundered  of  it,  and  the  perjurer  lives  and 
flourishes." 

"  The  way  of  the  world,' sir,"  replied  the  stran- 
ger :  "  your  thief  is  a  nobleman  until  the  gallows 
exalts  him  above  his  proper  sphere.  But  did  you 
gamble,  did  you  lose  it  at  play  ? — tell  me  the 
truth,  sir." 

"  I  never  played  a  card  in  my  life,"  he  replied. 
"  I  lost  my  money  by  a  tissue  of  misfortunes,  by 
the  operation  of  a  cruel  law,  by  the  ignorance  of 
my  adviser,  by  the  perjuries  of  others." 
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hat,  pocketed  his  gloves,  wiped  his  feet,  and  then 
walked  into  a  small  front  parlour.  Instead  of 
warming  his  hands,  he  began  to  take  off  some  of 
the  coals,  until  he  left  the  mere  skeleton  of  a 
lire,  although  he  shivered  with  cold.  He  took 
up  so  close  a  position  as  to  endanger  his  inex- 
pressibles. 

w  You  are  extravagant,  Mr.  Robert,  —  that  is 
the  name,  ay  ?"  and  he  took  out  an  old  almost  worn- 
out  pocket-book,  and  after  rubbing  some  anima- 
tion into  his  hands  he  wrote  down,  "  Robert,  the 
son  of  John  Douglass."  "  Now,"  he  continued, 
"  who  is  your  banker,  or  your  lawyer,  or  anybody 
you  know  in  London  where  I  may  find  or  hear 
of  you ;  because  if  you  come  that  way  I  shall  be 
most  happy  to  see  you,  and  I  sometimes  like  to 
make  inquiries  for  my  friends  instead  of  their 
being  obliged  to  hunt  me  up.  But  come  near  the 
lire  ;   you  must  be  cold  so  far  away." 

It  was  quite  evident  to  Robert  that  his  friend 
was  a  character,  and  although  he  wished  him  any- 
where else  than  in  the  place  of  which  he  had  pos- 
sessed himself,  for  he  was  a  screen  when,  it  was 
least  wanted,  yet  he  resolved  to  humour  him  to 
the  height  of  his  bent. 
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ravings  of  the  ruined  are  music,  whose  enjoyment 
is  purchased  by  the  sacrifice  of  others,  whose 
smiles  are  provoked  by  the  tears  of  the  distressed, 
whose  whole  soul  and  body  is  bent  upon  the  de- 
struction of  his  neighbour  for  the  aggrandizement 
of  himself.  That  man  is  beyond  the  reach  of  re- 
demption. Gambling  is  to  the  mind  what  opium 
is  to  the  body ;  deprive  the  one  or  the  other  of 
the  now  necessary  excitement,  and  the  patient 
dies.  I  do  not  speak  these  words  as  idle  loun- 
gers retail  the  borrowed  sentences  of  great  writers, 
— too  well  I  know  the  consequences  from  the  hor- 
ror I  have  experienced  :  I  lost  my  only  son  from 
this  infernal  vice,  and  painful  as  it  is  to  me  to  re- 
call the  bitter  lesson,  yet  I  shrink  not  from  the 
task  of  warning  others  from  that  destructive  path. 
My  poor,  poor  boy  !  yes,  willingly  would  I  lay 
down  those  riches,  which  make  me  the  envy  of 
my  neighbours,  for  the  pleasure  of  again  folding 
you  in  my  arms  ;  and  as  I  bathed  your  face  from 
the  tears  of  my  heart,  pour  out  my  blessings  and 
forgiveness  on  your  repentant  head  !  But  he  is 
gone  for  ever  !  never  more  shall  I  gaze  upon 
his   face,  never  more  shall  I  listen  to  the  ani- 
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mated  description  which  vimth  n  [>Iea- 

nm  ii  the  subject;    but  now  hi  old  decrepid 

pOgrim,  G  illg    to    that    < nd    when-    I    shall 

again   i  ir  him,  and  where  th<  age 

ahall  1»«-  thrown  aside,  and  the  quiet  of  tli<  I 
tian'i  grate  obtain*  nY1     Here  the  old  . 
feelings  got  the  better  of  hii  resolution,  ai 
wiping  lii>  eyes  and  lt • » 1 1 1 lt  to  the  window  with 
intention  of  eonceah]  emotion,  1. 

again  to  his  seat,  and  taking  Robert  by  th< 

1m-  -aid  !    "After  dinner   I   will  hold    uj>   ;t    nurr-'i 

which  ihali  scare  yon,  if  yon  are  ■  gambli  r;  I  will 
rince  vmi   of  the  folly,  tin*  madness,  the  ini- 
tjnity  of  t'  •    and   :is    I    :mi   already  wi 

I  wiU  accept  jrour  offerofabecL     If]  poitmanfe 
i     it   the  public-houee  where   I  alighted  as  the 
h  naatod  through.     I  bad  intended  |  ling 

onwards  to  night  to  Cheltenham;  but  I  an  I 
We  and  ill,  and  want  the  requisite  it  amine 
the  tmdertakii  B  jring  which,  be  arose,  and 

taking   down    bil  ,   he   again    removed 

von  pecks  of  dirt,  and  was  prftff^ing  t" 

wear    it,    \slnii     KoImtI  Cited    that    II    h>     was 

younger,  he  could  go  and  have  the  porta 
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conveyed  to  his  house.  "  No,"  he  replied,  "  I 
will  do  it  myself;"  and  although  faltering  in  his 
steps,  he  crossed  the  street,  and  shortly  after- 
wards Robert  saw  him  return  carrying  his  own 
luggage,  and  tottering  fearfully  at  every  step. 

From  the  words  which  had  escaped  him,  and  the 
extreme  contradiction  between  his  expressions  and 
his  apparent  condition,  Robert  was  anxious  if  pos- 
sible to  glean  some  records  of  his  life.  His  name 
he  had  carefully  concealed ;  his  portmanteau  was 
without  an  address  ;  his  hat  had  the  word  '  Gol- 
gotha,'' the  place  of  a  skull,  marked  therein ;  and 
his  pocket-handkerchief  had  hardly  a  corner  where- 
on to  affix  an  initial  ; — yet  had  he  talked  of  the 
wealth  which  made  others  envious,  he  had  hinted 
that  he  would  lay  down  all  for  one  glimpse  of  his 
departed  son,  and  his  conversation  was  so  much 
above  the  common  run  of  familiar  phrases  that 
Robert  was  lost  in  conjecture.  It  was  evident 
he  was  of  a  miserly  turn :  the  attention  to  his 
coat  and  hat,  the  manner  in  which  he  deprived 
himself  of  the  fire,  the  niggard  care  with  which 
he  fed  the  flame,  all  convinced  Robert  that  if 


THE  RUINED  GAKftSTEl  1!' 

li<-  bad  i  fortune,  it  bad  I" 

•  <1,  not  made. 

During  nil  ab  R  bert  mounted  two  bot- 

tl(  i  of  lt'mj.1  old  port,  and  placed  then  i 
from  the  fire.   The  evening  waa  i  in,  an<l  I 

drixaling  rain  rendered  it  more 
nana]  ;it  that  rfeaeon  of  the  year.   The  little  fire  wag 

.  winch  Robert  ventured  to  incteaa  . 
when  the  enrtaim  were  drawn,  the  ihutten  befc 
ad,  iIm  ndlea  lighted,  the  table-eloth  cl< 

and  the  lilver  poliahed,  Robert  flattered  bimi 
(for  be  after wardi  looked  back  with  Bom  rfac- 

ti'.n  upon  the  remembrance  of  that  evening,)  al- 
though die  borne  waa  small,  it  was  comfortable, 
ami  while  the  wind  mereaeed,  and  the  rain  fell  in 

•.■m-,  be  and  kii  aged  companion  were  d 

>l  ironi  both,  and  in  the  enjoyment  ».t'all  that 
the  frugal  could  require. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Douglass  directed  the  servant,  a  rather  plump- 
looking  red-armed  country  girl,  to  assist  the 
stranger  with  his  load ;  and  shortly  he  heard  him 
stumping  about  over  his  head.  The  maid  was  in- 
structed to  tell  him  that  the  sheets  were  before 
the  kitchen  fire,  and  begged  to  know  if  he  would 
have  one  in  his  room.  This  last  he  refused  in  a 
sullen  manner,  saying  that  three  fires  in  a  house 
were  sufficient  to  warm  Windsor  Castle.  Dou- 
glass resolved  not  to  make  any  addition  to  his 
usual  Sunday's  cheer,  which  consisted  of  a  piece 
of  roast-beef,  some  bursting  potatoes,  and  a 
Yorkshire-pudding  :  a  small  plum-puddding  was 
to  form  the  centre  of  the  repast,  whilst  some 
apples  and  dried  fruit  brought  up  the  rear. 

It  was  just  six  o'clock  when  the  stranger  enter- 
ed the  parlour;  and  no  man  could  have  recognised, 


1 111     ki  IHBD  G  IMSfTFJL  -I 

in  tin-  clean  gentlemanly  deportment,  the  ngn 

kkmiai  of  the  morning.    1 1     hair,  wl 
iiaturr,   had   been   carefully   powd< 

whole  app  :1«1  have  done  credit 

finished    courtier.       Douglaai    now   am    what    i 
taih.r  and  a  powder-puff  conld  <h>  t«»r  i  man  : 

itiff  air  of  the  first   acquaintance    1  ded 

liy  an  eaaj  -mil*-,  nil  manner  had  changed  with 
hii  habite,  and  learcely  e?er  conld  Robert  remen- 

ntleman  at  hii  aLrr  who  1 
Fewer  of -the  dirty  appendages  of  seventy.     With 

ood  appetite,  leeiii  m  moat  heartily  wel- 

come, he  began  his  dinner;  and  although  the  tire 

Med  brightly,  and  the  iherry  and  the  port  i 
prodneed,  be  i  remark  npoo  the 

exti  of  the  repeat,     tie  aaked  if  Robert 

•tially  ai  comfortable  peered  t<«  I 

and  being  iseured  that  he  had  made  do  addition 

to    hi-    dinner,     the     -tranter     v\y\ 

j. It  «1   his   heart    SOOU    began    t<»  warm  with 

the  wine. 

The  frugal  tare  finished,    R       rt   begged 
to  aecepl  ol'n  large  arm-chair,  ami  to  turn  towards 
the  tire.     They  drew  tin  table  I  little  • 
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placing  the  port  wine  within  reach  of  both, 
might  have  challenged  the  world  to  have  shown 
a  happier  couple,  at  least  in  appearance.  It  was 
one  of  those  delectable  December  evenings  when 
the  rain  seemed  to  come  from  a  fireman's  engine, 
and  falling  with  such  regularity  on  the  windows, 
that  a  novice  might  fancy  the  winter  was  employ- 
ed to  wash  away  the  dust  of  the  summer,  and 
that  the  task  was  not  easily  performed. 

"  I  have  not  known  for  five  years  the  pleasure 
I  experience  at  this  moment,"  began  the  stranger: 
"  a  kind  calm  satisfaction  steals  over  my  heart, 
and  life,  which  this  morning  I  would  have  laid 
down  without  paying  a  doctor's  fee  to  have  avoid- 
ed so  doing,  now  seems  worth  preserving.  It  is 
five  years  since  I  lost  my  only  child  :  he  was  six- 
and-twenty  years  of  age,  and  a  handsomer  man 
breathed  not  in  Europe.  From  that  hour  I  be- 
came a  weed  thrown  upon  the  wide  ocean  of  ex- 
istence, if  carried  by  the  current  north  or  south 
I  cared  not ;  I  wandered  over  the  world  a  poor 
old  miserable  being,  I  hated  the  society  of  men, 
and  I  dreaded  that  of  the  other  sex ;  I  be- 
came indifferent  as  to  my  dress,  the  luxuries  of 
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life  I  i  [betid  the  laugh 

ofothere,  I  Ben  from  it  like  ■  stricken 
r  with  the  barbed  arrow  rankling  in  its  ij 

I    :    •  !  never  t.  U  thi  the 

- 

comfort,  the  relief  of  the  load  I  canned,  t),  •  I 

;    and     inch    is    the 

•    which  ha  I        <lly 

inclined  to  li«»M  op  the  mirrei 
before  dinncfe  I  had  promiaed  t<»  prodnae,  In  < »r*l«  r 
.11  iroin  the  dreadful,  dangerous  patt 

Robert  begged  the  stranger  on  do  icooant  to 
ixrn   i«i  hia  Borrows,  l>ut  it'  j>os*il>l< 

afford  him  the  gratification  «»t 
beli  that   he  had   been   in-truiiirhi.il  I 

|iiiio>. 

he  replied  .  have  all  <>ur  du 

perform  in  thia  life,  and  mine  \m  I 

pnreha  ience  in  othera.    And  noa 

k  i  the  the  mbjed  ia  painful, 

the  moi 

'     \t'trrill\ 

rhnlnr  until  T  ana  ■aayihini  ! 

riolent  paaaion  f>>r  a  lady  of  thirty,  wh 
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expiration  of  six  weeks  became  my  wife.  About  a 
year  after  my  marriage,  my  wife  was  safely  delivered 
of  a  male  child,  which  was  christened  Henry.  His 
early  youth  was  not  distinguished  by  any  very  par- 
ticular circumstance :  he  grew  up  to  manhood 
without  being  a  poet  at  twelve,  or  a  sailor  at  thir- 
teen. The  great  error  /  made  ;  and  that  was,  not 
obliging  him  to  have  a  profession.  I  had  in 
India  amassed  an  ample  fortune,  and  the  settle- 
ments on  my  wife,  which  must  have  descended  to 
him,  were  sufficient  to  have  gratified  the  vanity  of 
even  a  nobleman.  To  this  first  error  of  mine  I 
am  inclined  to  attribute  all  the  mischief  which 
followed  his  steps.  There  is  no  mistake  more  fatal 
than  the  encouragement  of  idleness :  it  is,  as  the 
copy  says,  the  root  of  all  evil,  I  never  knew  an 
idle  man  who,  if  he  escaped  burthening  his  neigh- 
bours, avoided  being  vicious :  the  mind  that  is  not 
directed  to  one  object,  generally  neglects  all,  or 
only  flippantly  skims  the  surface  over  which  it 
hurries.  The  first  consequence  of  idleness  was 
love.  Love,  as  Johnson  says,  has  no  power  but 
over  those  it  finds  unemployed :  so  it  occurred 
that  my  son  Henry  at  the  age  of  nineteen  ima- 


I  m.    i;i  [KID  OAME01  i.n. 
d    him--  If  in    loTC    With    tin-    SCCOnd    d 

lergynian,  who  red 

with  a  large  family,  and  not   i  very  imple   I 
tunc     On  my  discovering  t hi<  fatal  step,  I  op- 
posed all  the  authority  of  ■  poreal     It  bos  1" 
<1  by  some  authors,  thai,  providing  do  b 

i-    upon   thfl    t*iir   farm-    of  the    lady,    and    that 

equality  of  birth  m  beyond  i  doubt,  the  parent 
do  sufficient  grounds  for  withholding  a 

I  :    but  the    man  who    first    circulated  thi«  rrm- 

mi  doctrine  contributed    bin  portion  of  dus- 
ehief  to  the  world  ;  tor  if  the  !  >t  con- 

lida  the  id    of  ■    minor  valid,  it    i-    beCSQSe    that 

law  im  the   mind  not   sufficiently  torn 

and  consequently  leaves  him  onder  tin-  direction 
of  the  parent.  The  more  1  opposed  this  foolish 
match,  the  more  resolutely  1m  maintained  bis  de- 
termination to  gain  his  point.  I  loved — dearly, 
fondly  loved  him,  and  hi<  mother  doted  with 
maternal  affection  on  her  oAgnring :  Defer  had 
differed  in  opinion,  and  no*  wo  Imth  \m*  the 
ruin    of  our    101    from    thi<    ill-plaivd    a!i 

1 1  I,  and  justly,   that  the  daught 

clergyman  of  the  Established  Church  was 
i  01 .   I, 
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to  any  man  in  rank  ;  and  in  this,  as  I  am  no  level- 
ler of  the  church,  no  overthrower  of  its  ancient  esta- 
blishment, no  violator  of  its  rights  or  purloiner 
of  its  wealth,  I  fully  and  frankly  acknowledged 
it  was  the  youth  of  both  parties,  and  their  exact 
equality  of  age,  which  caused  my  dissent :  for  al- 
though the  woman  may  be  of  a  sufficient  age  at 
nineteen,  and  it  is  dangerous  in  most  cases  to 
allow  them  a  settled  plan  of  life  before  marriage, 
and  although  I  would  rather  they  married  at  that 
age  or  twenty  than  any  other,  yet  I  did  not 
consider  this  argument  as  applicable  to  my  son ; 
for  no  man  should  marry  until  he  is  past  his 
thirty-fourth  year; — the  mind  is  then  properly 
formed,  the  dearly-bought  experience  of  youth 
will  guide  him  steadily  through  life,  and  his 
affections,  not  the  hasty  ebullition  of  youth,  will 
be  lasting  and  sincere  :  besides  which,  at  the  age 
of  forty  the  woman  would  be  verging  upon  wrin- 
kles, whilst  the  man  would  be  in  the  prime  of  life. 
I  took  a  middle  path, — since  I  found  objection, 
positive  objection — only  likely  to  hasten  the  event. 
I  proposed  that  they  should  wait  until  he  was  of 
age,  and  then,  if  their  minds  and  affections  re- 


1  m.    i;i  [NED  (.  \mi     . 

111:11  lit  <l    unaltered,    I    |  ■        !    .    |    bl  I 

at    maturity  ami    hi->    I 

hi    tli.  t  in  it-    bl  .    ud 

thai   rul»  off  |  little  of  the   ru-t  whuh  I  l«> 

dog  bii  understand 

I  in-  plan  appeared  ■ 
and  my  ion,  II  fowi 

departed  with  s>  friend,  n  old  schoolfellow,  but 
who    was    nearly    eight    year-    hifl    senior    in    I 

the  alleged   purpose   of  cro  I 

and  extending  hii  trip  t*»   Italy.     I  l »1 1 — . .  1  him 
at   parting,  his  mother  hung  apon  hit  the 

t«:i-           ill    irerc   ihed    abundant] 
nnw — Krai    I  am  childish  and  ohildle 1 

restrain   these   burning  'Imp*   which 

<ll\    down   my    j i  t»M    furrowed 

1 1        .1  m  \.  r  q\  i -i  ired   me,   h<    had  i    rer  told 
me   i   falsehood,  —  he   bad   er<  r    b<  -  n    i 
ingenuous,  open.     1  [e  promised  to  remain 

h<-  liail  unlimited   credit — ii 

there  was   nothing  l<t*t  undone  which  could 

ttder  him  comfortable  and  bh  . 

— ai«l  tin-  old  man,  hi*  la« 

with  w  I  say,  mj  hon 
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my  surprise,  my  disgust,  —  most  undisguised 
disgust,  when  I  heard  that  the  carriage  I  had 
purchased  for  his  comfort,  that  very  night  con- 
tained the  person  he  had  abjured  for  two  years  ; 
and  that,  instead  of  the  Continent,  he  had  taken 
the  North  road,  was  married,  and  most  seri- 
ously repentant  before  a  week  had  elapsed  : 

'  The  lovely  toy  so  fiercely  sought, 
Had  lost  its  charm  by  being  caught/ 

as  Byron  says ;  he  found  himself  shackled,  ham- 
pered, tied  to  a  stake  for  life. 

"  Repentance  ever  comes  too  late ;  but  his 
was  sincere.  He  wrote  a  most  affectionate  letter, 
praying  us  to  forgive  him,  and  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  we  did  so :  he  and  his  bride  were  re- 
ceived into  our  house, — for  we  thought  it  more 
advisable  to  guide  his  mind  in  the  right  way 
than  to  leave  it  to  the  meanderings  of  its  own 
fickleness.  They  managed  the  first  two  months 
pretty  well,  the  families  became  intimate,  and 
I  found  in  the  excellent  disposition  and  well- 
informed  mind  of  the  clergyman  everything  to 
admire.  It  was,  however,  about  this  time  that 
both  parties  spoke  often  of  a  Continental  trip, 
and  once  more  was  the  carriage  laden  for  that 
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roil-  \         -   allowance  -   \*.  ft  l.u 

do  oeotnon  to  v^     mv  th«  m 

with    li«»j)c    ainl    spirit,    hiLfh    Hid    fn-*h  :    ti 
'«•«!,   ami  arri\.  in  that 

P 

•*It    i-  hut  justice    to    mj   that    Henry  win 

OS    idle   a>    tin-    father    of  all    mi 

wished.     Hi-    i 1<-  of  life   was  d  ible  in 

the  extrenM  i  he  could  not  itudY,  but  be  wwold 

fbl  hour-  on  t1  j  thooe 

Eiolled  uj)  in  i  fanciful  <l'  m,  with 

ycllo*  slippers — ami  i  I  urkish  in  in 

I     ril v  believe  he  cettmronl  it  ■  crime  t«»  *  think' — 

hour    after    hour    of    the    KQtt     hrilliant     |     " 

life  was  eonfuined  in  tin-  dirty,  <i  un- 
manly   habit,     and    01  lit    as    well    I 
OH  khfl  t  uuntrr  <>['  I  b  (list's  sh« 
a  load    upon    hi.-    pillow.  N                 tendl    D 

mure  to?e  than  di  &  bcj  nd  deanlinesi    B 

has  mid — 

1    It  .   l.rin^^  1 1. »  supplies 

( >j 

and     the    man    who     indulge!    in    the    in: 

m  of  putting  tin-  smoke  n  oath 

one  moment  in  ord<  r  t"  puff  it  out  tl 
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must  find  a  partner  equally  ignorant  with  the 
Turkish  women,  and  equally  under  authority,  to 
either  sanction  or  allow  it. 

"  She  was  one  taught  to  place  all  confidence 
in  her  husband  ;  and  whilst  her  eyes  were  dazzled 
with  the  gaudiness  of  my  son's  equipage,  and  the 
homage  paid  to  her  beauty,  she  overlooked  the 
annoyance  which  then  she  could  not  appreciate. 
But  now  she  lived  in  an  atmosphere  of  tobacco  ; 
she  was  haunted  by  the  idle  footsteps  of  her 
husband ;  he  lounged  about  the  rooms  like  an 
unquiet  spirit ;  he  could  neither  devote  an  hour 
to  a  book,  or  a  quarter  to  a  letter ;  he  resembled 
an  everlasting  steam-boat  in  motion,,  and  was 
winded  afar  from  his  smoke  and  his  smell.  But 
still  there  was  no  sin  in  him  ;  the  vice,  the  radical 
root  was  in  his  heart,  and  he  soon  felt  its  in- 
fluence. '  My  dear,1  said  his  wife  to  him, 
6  why  don't  you  go  out  and  amuse  yourself? 
surely  Paris  has  novelty, — novelty  is  always  de- 
sirable ;  go,  my  dear,  to  Pere  Lachaise,  the 
Louvre,  or  wander  amongst  this  gay  people  on 
the  Boulevards.' — '  Not  I,'  he  would  answer  ; 
4  I  have   no   curiosity  to   see  a   few  bedizened 
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grave-ftonea,  or  to  ml  lyic 

with    which    tv.ry    moihet    think*    I  j'li- 

iiMUt    li,-r   -on,    .,'  •-»   ilaul)    tat   .1 

parent     Whit  .mi  I  •   m  lb    I.  bvi 

I   ptTO  I  of  picturrs  f  ami    U  irn 

■  iloju.-    t<»  find  <>ut   the   lttbj< 
it'  I   had  no  other   objection  but  tin-  fol- 
lowing,— it  would   I"    fatal,   the)  do  not  permit 
king.' 

•  Poor    Eliza,    tin-    l)i  -t,    tlu-    ti-nth  n-st,    tin 
most  enchanting  of  hex  Ij  ret]  l»y 

gh :    the  looked  at   him,    it 
the  working  of  h 

In  i  I     gnirded     iirinri.  r.     |    Miiilr    of    | 

CTObxd     In  r     t a« *  .  \     .  I  Hid     m\ 

ion,    •  you  arc   l  ilj   tin 

;m<l  think)   no  doubt,    ti,  ii  tli.  roth 

111   the  prov(  rb,    '    M  a   beete,   end 

at    leimu  I    with   tbal   child   of  youn   was 

born,   ind  then   you  would 

muni,    without   both* 

.in I  adi ..   .     Oh,  Lord !   1  ikful   I 

should  be  it'  tome  < Ihriatiao  of  mi 

- 
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now  you  cry  !  Why,  what  the  devil  have  I  said 
to  make  you  cry  ?  Is  this  your  love  ?  is  this 
the  way  you  are  pleased  to  show  your  content- 
ment ? — or  rather,  is  this  the  mode  by  which  you 
seek  to  upbraid  me  ?* 

"  The  poor  little  wife  said  not  a  word,  but 
she  hastily  endeavoured  to  dry  her  eyes  and  to 
force  a  smile  upon  her  cheeks ;  but  Nature  was 
true  to  herself,  and  deception  had  not  learned  to 
conquer  her.  '  Well,1  said  my  son,  '  since  my 
presence  gives  you  pain,  I  will  relieve  you  by 
my  absence."' — '  What  time,  my  dear,  will  you 
return  to  dinner?''  said  that  charming  creature. 
'  Oh,  six  or  eight,  or  perhaps  not  at  all,1  was 
the  reply.  *  Why,  are  you  so  dependant  upon 
me,  that  you  must  have  me  to  feed  you,  or  to 
tickle  you  ?  I  believe  it  is  true,  that  "  women 
are  but  children  of  a  larger  growth.11  There  is  a 
looking-glass  and  a  sugar-plum,  and  you  ought 
to  be  in  paradise.1  With  this  unfeeling,  inso- 
lent remark,  he  had  his  great-coat  placed  upon 
his  shoulders,  his  gloves  given  him  ;  but  he  ac- 
tually exerted  himself  so  much,  that  he  placed 
his  own  hat  on  his  own  head. 


1  ill.    1:1  n 

■•  I  h;ivr  in*  r«l  v  mentioned  tl  n  in 

order  t<>  show  the!  boyi  are  m>t  intended 
bmbtndfj  :in«l  that  ■  person  ought  to  knoi 
own    mind    before   I 

I .  .    \.  r\     |»n-tty    ninth  ;     0*1  ich 

brnahei  away  iti  I  —  1 1  >werer,  to  pi 

•■  I  >n     that     fatal     day     whin     tl. 

tboft  mentioned  took   place,   it  <li«l  occur  t 
my  son  (bond  one  of  In-  schoolfellows.    II 
t<>  bare  rejoiced  in  an  excuse  to  h  t  from 

hiN  wife,  with  whom  be  was  thoroughly  satiated  ; 
.  after  dining  nm 1 1 1  his  fn«  ■ 
ended  i  given  by  the  mother,  and  tl.- 

saw  the  lifter,  ■  girl  of  about  * 

ed  I    lo\ely  in  the    extreme.       II.-    mind,  with* 

upatiou,  soon  ^nvc  way  t<>  the  n<  n   pi 
of  tin-  girTi  society  ;  be  remained  until  tl 
he  hardly  quitted  In  r  f-»r  a  moment,  and  when 
tcps  to  Ins  hotel,  situated  in  ti    H 
Richelieu,  In-  had  already  i  Bed    thoughts 

which  were  too  rare  to  ripen  in  the  ^»tl  which 
only  receired  one  object.     In  the  mean  t  i 
e\]>enaea  were  inereated — mjctni  j»urchas- 

ed  of  great  rahie,  ami  after  two  or  three  . 
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almost  living  in  his  friend's  house,  and  having  per- 
fectly neglected  his  home,  his  wife,  his  all — but 
his  cigar,  and  having  driven  this  new  attachment 
to  the  very  Pere  Lachaise  and  Louvre  he  before 
despised,  it  was  evident  that  his  heart  had  re- 
ceived an  impression  very  likely  to  erase  that 
occasioned  by  the  charms  of  his  wife. 

"  Meantime,  the  gentle,  meek  Eliza  was  slowly 
recovering  the  sight  of  which  love  had  deprived 
her ;  she  found  herself  perfectly  neglected,  for 
when  in  her  society,  he  was  invariably  hasty, 
morose,  unkind,  ungrateful.  It  was  her  letter 
to  her  sister  that  first  gave  me  uneasiness  ;  for  al- 
though I  had  watched  with  some  alarm  the  in- 
creased amount  of  his  expenditure,  yet  as  he 
never  had  mentioned  one  word  on  the  subject  of 
gambling,  I  confess  I  did  not  anticipate  the 
storm  about  to  burst  over  our  heads.  In  the  letter 
written  by  Eliza  to  her  sister,  there  was  a  marked 
difference  of  manner :  instead  of  the  gay  and 
animated  description — the  numerous  retailings  of 
anecdotes,  the  follies  and  the  fashions,  with  which 
the  letters  of  ladies  are  usually  filled,  it  was  a  cold 
production,  in  which  it  was  evident  that  appre- 
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liension  had  triumph  Uit  tl 

was  roeb  lurking  love,  and  Buch 

that   when   il   Wai  JBg 

obliged  t-  .|    the  •  \prca- 

lion  of  in;.  l  l 

Im  i'    i'   ia.     I    pieeunjd   H   in  tin-  fir 

the  writ  *   a 

reproach  to  myacH  tor  not  1 
od   tli.    uat.r  to  have  reclaimed  my  ion.      B  I 
are  H  blind  aa  l<»\  -low 

t"  Ik  '  uli:it   \\r  wi-h    in    .li^cn  clit.       [  will  1 

it    •  :  it  ia  in  vain  y< 

deaiel  ;  it   u  i  puniehn*    I  I 

I    owe    t'»  II      then    read   aa 

follow!  :  — 

ami  IIaby, 

■   M     i  t-t   letter,  written  on  ireek  ni 

was   penned  under  verj   different   <  ln-uinstaneea 
from   tin-  :    thi  nun t   occasional  I 

pl.UVS,     (»!'     llvh   I11I1L'      ' 

and  oftollowii  panned  ;  now 

I    feel    quite   tired    of   the   ;  mil    tin 

pit,  and  find  myself  alone  in   thi    midat   of  a 
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populous  city.     But  it  is  quite  the  contrary  with 
Henry,  who  at  first  remained  entirely  at  home, 
but   now   is   estranged  from  it.     His  mornings, 
noons,  and  almost  his  nights,  are  spent  with  a  fa- 
mily of  the  name  of  Stanhope  ;  the  brother  of  his 
admiration  having  been    an    old  schoolfellow  of 
Henry's,  who  is  just  emancipated  from  his  col- 
lege.     I  cannot  tell  you  how  painfully  jealous 
I  have  become  ;  for  I  see — even  /  see  a  total  altera- 
tion of  his  manner.     Instead  of  the  eager  morn- 
ing salutations,  the  constant  kind  attention,  and 
the   unremitted  affection,  I  find   him   cold,    re- 
served, silent,  and  sometimes  angry.     He  seems 
to  have  left  me  entirely ;  or  when  I  am  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  occupy  one  moment's  conversation,  I 
am   sure  to  hear  of  the  charms,  the  unrivalled 
charms  of  this  Louisa.      Had   this   blow   come 
suddenly,  I  should  have  sunk  under  it ;  but  it 
has   approached   gradually,    and    I   as   gradually 
became   habituated   to  his  absence.     In   vain  I 
have  asked  him  to  return  to,  or  let  me  return  to 
you ;  for  although  I  know  I  am  wrong  in  even 
asking  to  leave  him,   yet  I  feel  I  cannot  much 
longer  bear  this  silent   neglect   without  a  mur- 


I  HE    HI   IMI>    '.AMI 
inur  ;    :m<l,    oh  I    my    d.ai     |      Ml'.  ,    it    is    f|         I 

mid  attempt    i  ribe   the    feelings  which 

dm,     Oftentimes  I  think  hon  I 
how  \scak,  how  iromtn-likc  ire  my  ban 

!  bii  L'irl  losounded  by  bet  family 

ami   licr  brother* — they  know  th.it  1 1  < nry  M  mar- 
ried, :in«l  the  Likewise  kimw-  it,  ind  yrt  1  cannot 

help    feeling    that    they    m.iv    In-    thrown    off  thrir 
.r«l   from  tin-  \«ry  knowlcge  of  the  tact.      Then 

thai  I,  who  adored  him,  loved  him,  cherished him. 

—  res.  my  <«<»<1  !   that  ever  I  can  entertain  : 

eon-tancy  or  of  hi-  affection  I  —  I  had  written 
thu  far,  when  Henry  came  home,  flushed  with 
animation,  and  in  a  humour  to  which  In-  has 
|iiiii»   l>ecn  a  stranger.       It    appear*    that   Mr.   S 

hop.-  t<>uk  him   to  ■  place  called  Fiaecatf 

that  Henry,  who   has   not   tin-  smallest  inclination 

gamble,  threw   down  a  napoleon, — a  kind  <>t 
which    In-    thought    requisite   l<»   pay  tor  his  intru- 
sion,   <>n   a   table,    the   name   of  the   -him-   l><  inn 

age  to  him.    After  walking  about  the  mm 

quite     heedless     ..f    the    stake,   1:.-     returned 
table,  and  was  astonished    to    find    a    heap  of  gold 
;  QOtOl  lying  tin  re.      One  of  the  servants  of' 
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establishment  pointed  to  the   money,   and   told 
him  that  his  original  stake  had  doubled  itself  to 
that  amount ;   upon  which  he  very  wisely  with- 
drew, and  came  home  in  so  good  a  humour  that 
I   almost  wish  he  would  occasionally  visit   that 
place,  of  which  previously  to  this  day  I  had  con- 
ceived  the   most  serious   horror.    His   winnings 
amounted  to  five  hundred  and  twelve  napoleons, 
the  colour  on  which  he  placed  his  napoleon  hav- 
ing won  nine  times  following. — But,  Mary,  to 
think  for  one  moment  that  the  paltry  sum  above 
mentioned,  and  which  by  his  signature  he  may 
procure  every  day  of  the  week,  should  have  ren- 
dered him  happy,  and  excited  him  so  much,  is 
another  painful  idea.     Everything  seems  to  please 
him,  however  trifling,  but  myself; — and  yet  I  am 
ungrateful  in  my  thoughts,  for  he  kissed  me  fer- 
vently just  now,  and  is  going,  dear  good  fellow  ! 
to  dine  at  home  to-day,  and  his  young  friend  is 
coming  also. — The  fashions  of  the  day  are  still 
the  same,''  &c.  &c. 

"  The  rest  of  the  letter,"  said  the  old  gentle- 
man, folding  up  the  despatch,  "is  on  the  subjects 
on  which  ladies  generally  write  one  to  another, — 


i  hi:    at  IMf>    '-AMI  I  I  I 

t'.iiniK  bonnet  ,  •!  it  1  < » • 

bo<  mala  I  ;    but 

in  I  read    I  .  nv i 1 1  ti 

t In   Hi  j»  nnce  bit  meniegi  . —  .<»u  trill 

ing  married    before    bis   mind   wu 

lion,  before  be  could 

appreciate  the  devotion  of  one  of  the  moat  lovely 

.,  be  hi  i  ray  to  i  aei  eeenj 

be  had  allowed  by  bead  to  leu  towardi  anoUi 
.m»l  In-  bad  taught  himeelf  to  believe  thai   I 

wife    n\;i-    not    iu-i-i»ary    t<»    lii>   liappiiu  >■ .       I  hi- 

strong  CTcitemenl  remained  until  gambling,  liki 

out,  <»r  for  i  moment  bulled, 
the  other;  and  you  will  End  that  m  deetroj 

partially  tin-  peo  mil  love,  K  »ntnvl\  quenched   I 

Brat,  and  left  bit  wifc  ■   pre]   to  an(  ad 

to  distrust.'1 
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CHAPTER  III. 

The  old  gentleman  was  considerably  exhaust- 
ed, and  he  required  some  stimulant  to  recover  him. 
Robert  therefore  recommended  the  wine ;  ancl 
after  wiping  his  eyes  and  drinking  a  glass,  he  start- 
ed afresh  with  his  anecdote,  and  thus  continued : 

"  It  appears  that  after  the  dinner  mention- 
ed in  the  letter,  Henry  and  his  friend  agreed 
to  visit  the  gambling-houses  in  the  Palais  Royal, 
finishing  the  evening  at  the  Salon,  the  father  of 
all  the  mischief.  The  same  games  were  played 
at  all,  until  he  found  himself  ushered  into  the 
splendid  apartments  of  the  Salon  des  Etrangers. 
Here  was  a  round  table  on  which  hazard  was 
played,  and  here  my  son  took  a  seat,  and  re- 
mained in  it  until  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
At  first  he  was  again  successful,  but  latterly  he 
lost  back  all  he  had  won,  with  some  trifle  besides. 


1  III.     1(1   l\l!>    Q  \MI  II  II;  11 

k-  Ht  returned  to  hii  wii 
She  had  remained  awaiting  hii  arrival :  altho 

under   all    the   pain    and   all    the   Mc\  >  which 

women   are   lubject   daring  }>p  \ras 

the  resolved  to  prove  her  i  n  to  him  be- 

yond i  doubt, — even  in  ■  gambler1!  mind.     Pind- 
her  >u\\  in* the  leloon,    Henry,  m  fin  from 
teful   for   the   attention,    rebuked   her 

tor    her   folly,    and    in    a    tone    of 

authoritative  and  ungenerous,   he  desired  her  t" 

iu  lied.      1 1  ii   manner  Wai    tl 

mt  ;    he  walked  hastily  to  and  &0  in  the  KX 

and  when  the  lingered,  he  even  threatened  to  p 

her  truin  hi.,  pn 

N  dearest  1  lenrv,  did  1  CXp 

d,  •  ti»  hear  rook  wordi  t*r«»m  yourlipol — 
sever,  when   I  you  my  hand  at  the  alt 

did    I    imagine   thai  ni  months  afterwards 
would  ipurn  me  from   jrou  '     I  know   von 

:  heart,  and  I  foe]  thai  tout  own  wordi  will 
he  a  |  rebuke  to  your  mind  than  in}    I 

oould  utter  even  if  1  would.     K ,     n 

and    I   will    j<>.       |   havr  hern  m  gfOal    pain,  and   I 

matched  the  hand   <>['  that  little  watch,    your   : 
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present  to  me,  hoping  for  your  return ;  but  now 
you  are  not  what  you  were,  or  I  should  not  have 
had  to  solicit  that  little  mark  of  affection  which 
even  now  you  withhold."* 

"  He  looked  at  her  apparently  more  in  sorrow 
than  in  anger,  whilst  she  with  her  bed  candle  in 
one  hand  advanced  the  other  to  his  shoulder, 
and  holding  her  pretty  face  as  inviting  him  to 
kiss  her,  she  remained  watching  the  working  of 
his  countenance,  whilst  the  smile  of  hope  which 
played  over  her  pale  features  might  have  tempted 
the  most  obdurate. 

" 6  Go,  go,'  he  said,  pushing  her  gently  from 
him, — 4go;  and  when  next  you  feel  indisposed, 
you  had  better  sleep,  than  spy  upon  your  hus- 
band.*' She  burst  into  tears,  and  left  the  room. 
Ah,  fatal  is  the  word,  the  voice  of  unkindness 
upon  the  heart  of  the  truly  affectionate !  How 
many  a  man  has  unintentionally  uttered  what 
his  pride  forbade  him  to  recall  !  and  how  many 
are  made  miserable  by  the  mere  intonation  of 
voice  in  the  person  they  love  !  In  vain  she  en- 
deavoured to  conceal  her  distress — her  agitation 
of  mind  produced  a  serious  sickness,  and  before 
three  days  had  witnessed  the  inattention  of  Henry 


I  III.    Kl  IM  I)   G  on  n  IK.  1 9 

to  irift  b)  Jit, 

lii^   hope  i  oning  ■  father 

md  tin-  proepcct  of  being  .1  widower  wei  n 
than   probable.      I 

b  account  oi  the  accident  which 
red  j   end  although  ln>  wif  tin- 

maid    t<»    nrjv    him    to    t li i^    filial    dutj, 

tad  affection,  end  duty,  end  propriety,  wei 

within  liim,  and   all  were  buried    in   tin-  gambit 

mind.    She  n  covered  slowly,  tor  >h< 
many  Borrows  : — 

•  Death  shuns  the  \\r»  tt.li  who  fain  the  1>I"W   ••  eet.' 

■  in     th<-    fall    of   bopc    in    regard   t<>   !><  ii  a 
mother,  >:  tin 

indifference — the  growing  indiff  amount 

almoal    to   hatred    in    her    husband,    the    n 
ration  with  which  >ln-   endeavoured   I 

i  completely  undermined  bet  beauty  and  - 
ped  her  he  dth  ;   the  attractive  powen 

i»nr,   and  she  had   no    enti 
in.  nt  to  lure  back  her  i  husband  but  I 

and   he   seldom    came    within   the 
of  that   soft    |  woman,    i"    b 

from   In-   erroneoui   path,      sin- 
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letter  to  Mary,  in  which  she  more  plainly  allud- 
ed to  the  severed  affection  of  her  husband,  and 
once  more  she  mentioned  the  name  of  Louisa 
Stanhope  ;  but  it  was  more  than  evident  that 
she  entertained  some  fears  that  although  gam- 
bling might  have  alienated  the  affections  of  Henry 
from  herself,  yet  that  Louisa  still  occupied  some 
portion  of  his  thoughts  and  time  was  certain. 
This  letter  was  never  shown  to  me ;  it  was  agreed 
by  my  daughter-in-law's  family  that  I  should  only 
become  incensed  still  more  against  my  son,  and  they 
looked  forward  with  hope  that  the  influence  of 
their  sister  might  still  prove  to  be  of  some  avail. 

"  In  a  few  words  I  shall  draw  you  the  character 
of  Louisa  Stanhope.  Of  her  beauty — that  fatal 
gift,  I  shall  merely  say,  that  as  much  perfection 
as  the  painter's  art  could  throw  into  the  form 
and  face  of  Venus  might  be  found  in  her.  She 
was  rather  dark  in  complexion,  her  hair  and  eyes 
being  as  black  as  night ;  every  feature  was  correct, 
and  her  mouth  has  been  even  represented  as  sur- 
passing that  of  any  other  woman  alive.  Her  educa- 
tion had  been  neglected — she  had  been  poisoned  by 
novels.    However  light  the  trash,  so  long  as  it  con- 
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tained  a  lote-ttorY,  oo  toil  ihc  fed  and  fattened. 

I  •.  the  bu  who  smoked,  iwore, 
bled  n  ;   and   she  in   vain   ini 

that  the  hero  of  ron  mid  be  Jed  in 

the  demure  l""k,   the  cautious  expieesions,  md 
the   timid   manner)  which  might  corer  t!. 
oeroui  and  affectionate  disposition  of  mind, 
the  hold  :ni<l  determined  courage  of  the  ht  art . 

II  xactly  to  her  imagination;  in  him 
were  all  th<-  accomplishments  of  inch  flippant 
folly  in  perfection  :  h<-  w:tv  handsome,  and,  like 
moat  gamblers,  generous ;  In-  was  hold,  forward) 
authoritative.  It  h  itrange  how  women  like  rack 
men,  for  thej  would  rather  be  g  1  than 
courted)  and  he  who  if  l>.»id  in  love  will  \ 

dom    fail   of  surec**  :   your  timid  man  alwajl  h 
rebuked  ;    Noiir  lx.ld  man,  who  mtiiis    to   ha\r  tor 

ln>  motto,   ■  Tin  j  can  conquer  who  beliei 

can/  ifl   tli-  '    of  his   love.     I ...-.      i    Ml , 

loted  him:  the  impediment   of  marriage  was  no 
■   t..  her  affections;  she  had  read  of  happineos 
obtained  even  03   inch  rashness,  and   the  n 
tli .  the  more  ahfl  leemed   to  eourl   it , 

ed    linn.    -In-    clandestine! 
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his  presents,  and  he  soon  made  her  the  deposi- 
tory of  every  sentiment  of  his  heart.  He  was 
now  perfectly  estranged  from  his  wife,  he  even 
told  her  that  she  was  painful  to  his  sight.  The 
climax  of  her  woes  was  fast  approaching :  for 
two  days  and  two  nights  she  never  heard  or 
saw  him  ;  the  fourth  brought  her  a  letter  without 
any  date,  desiring  her  to  return  to  her  parents, 
as  he  never  more  intended  to  see  her.  The  letter 
mentioned  that  Louisa  Stanhope,  now  with  him, 
would  for  ever  share  his  heart,  his  fortune,  and  his 
affections/  This,  which  would  have  killed  others, 
partially  restored  her  to  strength  and  temporary 
health.  Without  writing  one  word,  she  immedi- 
ately left  Paris.  She  arrived  in  England,  and 
hastening  to  the  quiet  retreat  of  her  father,  she 
drove  to  the  house  about  nine  o'clock,  at  which 
time  the  pious  father  had  assembled  his  family  and 
his  servants,  and  was  imploring  the  great  God  of 
all  to  shower  down  his  blessings  upon  mankind. 
No  sooner  was  she  liberated  from  the  carriage, 
than  she  rushed  like  a  maniac  to  the  long-known 
room  ;  and  as  her  father  was  about,  in  rather  a 
subdued  tone,  to  supplicate  the  protection  of  his 
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M      r,  the  dooi  •  u   i  ioh  ntlj  throi  □ 
i    load    ihrieb   announced    b(  r   pi  I 

ihrieli  inn  re-echo*  -1  by  all :  I 
tJirin,  itood  i  being  nnknoi  i 

■  d  \<\  the  *  1  i  -  *  »r» !  • 
though  visible,  Itered  bj  i  ek- 

the  parent   knew  not  hii  own,  «»r  the 
the  being   of  hex  affection.     *  Tn  d 
Kli/a,"  ahe  cried,  and  fell  down  pr  the 

floor:    4oh,    save    m<    '    faf  I  am    all    alone."      B 
tainted,  ami    fortunatel v  the   « 1  i<  1    10,  h>r   BUCfl  was 

the  horr<»r  of  the  -on.,  that  hod  it  continued  m 
could  bate  borne  it     Wl.it   Followed  ia  beyond 
deecription;  the  eeene  of  woo,  of  misery,  o4 
fBei  all  words,  all  power  of  delineation. 
She  em  removed   inatantly,   and  t\ 
elapsed    liciorc    w<    knew    the    worst.     I   was    m-iu 
fox  directly,  but   I   waa  forbidden  to         ber, — 
the  medics]  Lr<  nthinan  itriotly  desired  thai  dj 
should  be  admitted  but  her  mother ;  and  rather 

would    1    that    the    nevrr    had  return,  d 

and  to  comparatiTi  besJth,  than  here  beard  from 
the  month  of  my  daughter-in-lan — from  her  who 
was  like   m\  nun    flees   and    blood,  the   base,  un- 
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manly,  ungenerous,  horrible,  and  unnatural  be- 
haviour of  my  son — my  only  boy.  Oh,  never, 
never  shall  I  forget  the  feelings  of  that  moment ! 
I  could  have  stabbed  her  and  smiled,  as  she 
poisoned  the  very  stream  of  my  existence :  I 
hated  with  such  a  hatred  that  no  words  can  con- 
vey, and  in  the  bitter  ravings  of  my  maniac 
heart  I  cursed  her  for  ever  and  for  ever !  The 
very  intellect  with  which  God  had  endowed  me 
was  deranged :  the  very  son  with  which  he  had 
blessed  me  was  made  a  villain,  too  plainly  to 
admit  of  exculpation  ;  the  very  daughter  whom 
I  loved  as  my  own  was  the  harbinger  of  my  woe  ! 
"  I  was  conveyed  home,  and  long  did  I  linger 
in  a  state  which  deprived  me  of  the  management 
of  my  affairs  or  the  remembrance  of  my  sorrows : 
during  that  time  Eliza  died.  I  have  been  told 
that  excess  of  grief  may  sometimes  relieve  the 
patient,  and  that  when  misfortunes  come  so  hea- 
vily, the  human  heart  can  withstand  the  shock ; 
but  her  fortitude  was  gone,  and  her  love  remain- 
ed. She  lingered  and  lingered :  in  vain  the  good 
father  attempted  to  administer  consolation  from 
that  source  from  which  most  can  derive  it ;    in 
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vain  be  pointed  t<>  Heaven,  and  prayed  thai 
daughter  might  r  the  M<  4  reeolul 

to  withstand  the  assault;  gradually  and  gradu- 
all v  life   gently  ebbed  ihc   n.\.  r  -|.<»k< 

from  the  moment  that   in  my  madness  I  cur 
her,  but,  surrounded  by  her  family,  ihe  fixed 
upon   ln-r   mother,   and   lometin 
I)  grasping  bei  hand,  -li«-  would 
ronx  t"  articulate.    None   could   distinguish   th< 
Bounds ;  the  efforts  grew  w<  d  weaker,  and 

seven  days  from  tin-  moment  of  her  tir^t  discovert 
of  the  cause  she  died  without  a  struggle  and 
without  a  groan. 

I  was  six  monthi  from  the  time  of  hex  decease 

I    was   allowed   to  Ik*  made   acquainted   with 

death ;  and  from  tl  ment  hai  i  cloud 

hung  ovet  my  happineai  which  no  lightning  will 

pate.     1   will  not  Borrow  yon  with  m) 

MNBOWS]  neithei  will  I  Call  more  tear*  than  those 
which    1   ha\e    seen    fall    during    the  recital 

cdote    From  your   ey<  -.     I  lard    must    b 

- 

heart,  and  onenviably  inclosed  within  itself,  I 

not     at     the     i  thi 

misfortunes   of   the  virtuous ;  and  he  hut  laintl\ 

fOL.  I.  D 
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can  appreciate  the  pleasures  of  life,  who  neither 
participates  in  the  woes  of  others,  or  whose 
heart  is  hardened  against  the  misfortunes  of  his 
friend. 

"  To  resume  my  story,  now  growing  towards  its 
greatest  interest.  When  I  was  permitted  to  resume 
the  management  of  my  affairs,  I  found  four  letters 
from  my  bankers,  mentioning  my  account  being 
overdrawn  by  several  thousands  of  pounds.  Aware 
that  I  could  always  replace  the  same  at  a  mo- 
ment, I  heeded  not  the  intelligence  half  so 
much  as  I  did  the  cause  of  this  lavish  expen- 
diture. To  me  my  son  had  never  written  since 
his  scandalous  alliance  with  that  shameless  wo- 
man :  I  knew  not  where  he  was,  and  I  hardly 
knew  how  to  find  him.  It' occurred  to  me  that 
by  stopping  his  income  I  should  insure  detection 
of  his  abode  ;  and  accordingly,  having  seen  that 
he  it  was  who  had  drawn  such  immense  sums  dur- 
ing so  small  a  space  of  time,  I  wrote  to  my  bank- 
ers, desiring  them  to  inform  Henry  that  I  saw 
no  longer  any  occasion  for  such  an  income  as 
he  had  appropriated  to  his  use,  and  that  I  should 
stop  every  supply  until  he  returned  to  me.     This 
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left  i\  lii-  lim  it 

I  I  l\  -tl  p  . 

of  the  -til»i< 

•    \\  i  first  accomplished  his  • 

bi    i<  tired  to   Vei   tillcs  with   tin 
most  iiitiinat  •  friend  j  bat,  1  that  1  ihooid 

ico  itepi  ii  t<>  force  bin  \u* 

irife,  1h    tl,;it  <i;i\  di  i  heck  f<»r  the  amount 

of  lour  thousand  pounds.     On  receiving  it,  tin 
benken  wrote  me  a  letter,  mentioning  the  la; 
doss  of  the  mum.    This  letter  arrived  tin   vcr^da> 
that   I  was  turn  t'r« »i 1 1  the  dying-bed  of  m)  dang 

.  and  it  reniained  unopened  until  the  exp 
of  tin    m\  months  above   mentioned,  —  the 
bankers  in  the  mean  time  having  paid  it.     Shak- 

1  Lom    i>  nut  \<>\>    which  al t.rs  when  it 

( >r  l).  sdi  witu  ■ 

and   I   have  never   bind  that   great  man  to  be 
in  an         The   love  so  suddenly  t<> 

I .  was  not  destined  t«»  1»<-  of  v< 

a  noi  be  should   have  controlled   I 
fcelingf  more  than  in  for  he  had  run 

thii  lecond    object   of  hii   heart   lor   ever;   and 

D  I 
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the  only  resource  she  could  hope  for,  by  which 
her  own  wounded  pride  might  be  partially  re- 
lieved, was  in  his  unalterable  affection  and  kind- 
ness towards  her.  This  I  say — this  reflection 
should  have  occupied  his  thoughts,  for  he  had 
the  power  of  applying  an  antidote  to  the  worst 
of  poisons.  It  is  no  trifling  act  for  a  woman 
to  do,  to  leave  her  friends,  her  parents,  her 
sisters,  her  reputation,  her  name,  and  all  for  love. 
The  man  who  consents  to  this  wholesale  ruin 
is  doubly  bound  to  be  true  to  her,  or  to  shelter 
her ;  and  he  who,  having  deprived  the  casket 
of  the  jewel  which  was  within  it,  leaves 
the  casket  to  the  worlds  scorn  and  obloquy, 
is  such  a  villain  that  no  pencil  can  portray, 
or  I  describe  —  the  female  world  will  excuse  any 
sin  but  this.  Even  the  charms  of  beauty  with 
which  Louisa  had  been  cursed  were  not  suffici- 
ently powerful  to  enchain  the  affections  of  Henry ; 
for  he  became  ashamed  of  himself,  and  heartily 
disgusted  with  his  own  conduct.  The  papers 
had  conveyed  to  him  the  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  his  wife  ;  and  as  his  heart  still  beat  with 
existence,  a  little  remorse  mingled  itself  in  the 
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CUp   of   |)1-  huh    alrr.uly  In*   lia<l    «lrunk 

to  intoxication  ami  *atirty.     With  her  h< 

ln>  feeliogi ;    but  with   thr   return  t«»  ■ofarii 
ohm  tin-  wiab  for  tip  ment  <.f  gam- 

bling.     Afl   the   family  of  th-    B  -   still 

in. uiir. I  iii   I '        be  felt  very  inaecurc  in  hi 
rationi  theft,  for  the  lleman  who  initi- 

i   him    hung    round   the   table  like  ■  Hv   t<» 
•  I  Henry,  fearful — forguill  ijri 

timid — of  detection,  remoTed  hii  victim  to  B 
i  place  which  afl  that  time  wai  filled  bj  faafci 
able  idlers,  inexorable  iwindlera,  and  determined 
l  upii  -I  roomi  in  th<-  I I<»t<  I 

dc   Plandn  ■         inly  the  beat  in  the  |  the 

lad}    took     In-    nam.-,    and    they   wirr    i 

Iliaii     ind    wife.  II:       it    was    that    tin      tr    | 

,  occurred  between  them,  and  it 
from     li"|><-    being    suddenl)    hliu'htol.      I. 
S    nhope,  who,  when  the  fiiat  abaconded  from 
home,  wai  otV  n  beard  t.»  say, 

1  M  would  1  >?e : 

\     '  ui.ik.   ii..-  mist  cm  t  i 

\  I  |    QOl    that    tl,  cle    to   tlnir   le^al   union 

was  removed,  -h<-   lelt  that   thi    p 
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that  duty  would  most  materially  tend  to  soften 
her  feelings,  and  would  in  some  measure  restore 
her  to  the  path  from  which  she  had  swerved. 
The  common  people  say,  it  is  i  making  an  honest 
woman  ;'  but,  honest  or  not,  she  felt  that  she 
usurped  a  name  which  did  not  belong  to  her, 
and  that  Henry,  who  had  ten  thousand  times 
declared  that  in  the  event  of  his  wife's  death 
he  would  marry  her,  would  likewise  experience 
some  pleasure  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  word.  But 
Henry  had  become  a  villain,  and  even  now  would 
rather  have  shaken  off  the  burthen  which  he  felt 
encumbered  him.  Still  she  loved  as  few  women  ever 
loved  ;  his  voice  was  to  her  sweet  music,  his  smile 
was  a  rapture  ;  and  when  he  fixed  his  eyes  on 
hers,  she  was  like  the  bird  fascinated  by  the 
snake. 

"  '  Henry,  dearest  Henry,'  she  said  one  morn- 
ing as  the  bell  of  the  Catholic  church,  close 
to  the  hotel,  swung  its  deep  tones  over  the  valley 
of  Spa,  '  that  bell  might  remind  you  of  a 
promise  you  have  as  yet  failed  to  fulfil,  but 
which  I  know  I  have  only  to  mention,  and  you 
will    gratify  my  not  unreasonable    or  unjust  re- 


I  in     i;i  IM  I)  GAM 

\     i    rcmeinlx  r,   d<  an  st,"   -'• 
laid  litr  open  band  upon 
i'  iim  hiIh  r  that   under   the  pron 

niarri:i_        I  -it.<l  to  forfeit  ID)  nil    tin 

wotfd'l  II         I  jd 

It'll  ,     bill     DOl     I  !    tli.it     l»v  in 

the  proper  position  of  four  wife,  1    ;       I  ;     i 
happy  and  contented,   than   ae  b   wall 
hoodj  one  who  calls  henelfwhat  she  ii  not,  tnd 
who  iddi  to  ber former  crimes  by  imp  il- 

fullv  on   ntln  r-.      It    i-    true   that    the    year   which 

- 

■ .  r:ill\    ipenl    in    mourning   hai    i 
elap  but  our  onion   can    be    prii 

as  yon  have  long  lino    laid  aside  the  i  ind 

tli« 

come  the  fashionable  feeling,    in   the   good  tnd 
tction  you  would  perform.1 

\  I   |      '    !\  . 

'Struck  a  little  bj  the  iiiMiflrniMr  eoolin-**, 
-Im  again  repeated  the  proposition;  when  the 
unfeeling  felloi  replied, 

\  <l.  ar,  : 

be  111:1111.  d  at  thii  place  ?    It  !■  true 
church  m  VauxhaS  ;  but  th<  re  1-  no  bill 
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a  licence,  and  no  priest  to  perform  the  ceremony. 
Perhaps  you  wish  me  to  turn  Catholic,  and  get 
wedded  in  that  outlandish-looking  place  opposite  ? 
Be  patient,  my  dear.' 

"  '  Patient,  Henry,  I  have  been,  and  still  must 
be.  There,  don't  look  so  displeased,  and  I  will 
not  remind  you  of  it  again  here.  But  if  you  knew 
how  conscience  sometimes  awakes  the  slumbering 
virtue  which  still  remains  in  me  — if  you  did  but 
know  the  satisfaction  I  should  experience  by  my 
release  from  my  present  degradation,  you  would 
be  the  first  to  lighten  the  burden  I  bear,  and  to 
restore  me  to  cheerfulness  and  to  myself.  Thank 
Heaven,  we  are  taught  that  repentance,  though 
late,  may  be  acceptable  ;  and  I  am  fully  aware 
how  seriously  I  have  injured  my  parents  and  my 
family  by  the  fatal  step  I  took,  and  in  which  I 
am  now  persevering/ 

"'I  think,  my  dear,'  replied  Henry,  c  you 
had  better  volunteer  to  preach  next  Sunday : 
you  would  make  out  a  capital  case,  as  the 
lawyers  say.  There,  don't  bother  me  now  ;  for 
I   am   sadly  out   of  humour  by  the  eternal  run 


I  ill.    ki  [NED  G  IMB81  I 
of  ill-lurk    which    •*  Roi    DM    wl 

\  i  eonld  luit  make  hoi 

sidcncc,   that    uni  woulil 

i 

be  happy*1 

N       •  he  replied  ;   '  thai  h  bjoi 
and  io,  kike  Goldsmith,  M  I  mn-t  make  tliat  I 
pin-       I     iiiiint  find." 

lint  why  night  after  night  pursue  the  sunt- 
fetal  occupation  ?  Already  bate  you  loat  two  thou- 
auid    pounde,   and  our  exp<  lily 

augmenting :    cannot    you    wean    ;•  from 

thai     which    Only  hour-    of  uneasiness. 

sleepiest  nights,  and  rained  heal* 

[  wish  most  uncerel)  I  could/ replied  m> 
son,  lookio  ficanth    ii   I .  I  I 

■honk!    be    happier  it'  1   eonld   <li  ind 

and  myaelf  from   their   Meaueftr  S 

which,  be  turned   round  and  walked  out  .it'  the 
■in. 

•   It    l-  |  dut\    I   i. we    Louisa,    to  « 

far  above  the  common  rw 
I  i    i  mind   natural))  .  but    ui 
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nately  with  a  wrong  bias,  she  joined  a  sweet- 
ness of  disposition,  a  patience  under  sufferings, 
a  calmness  in  danger,  and  a  courage  in  adversity, 
which  would  make  a  hero  in  a  man ;  but  she 
was  a  woman  still,  and  she  felt  the  neglect,  the 
cutting  allusion,  the  cool  disregard,  most  poi- 
gnantly. It  appears  that  her  family  had  traced 
her,  and  had  written  to  her,  offering  again  to 
receive  her ;  and  although  she  tore  the  letter 
into  the  smallest  pieces,  and  more  fervently  kissed 
a  small  miniature  of  Henry,  yet  she  could  not 
help  contrasting  the  difference  between  the  kind 
and  affectionate  letter  of  those  she  had  deceived, 
and  the  harsh,  unmanly,  unwarrantable  language 
in  him  who  had  deceived  her :  for  very 
plainly  she  saw  that  her  marriage  was  not 
likely  to  take  place  for  months,  if  at  all ;  and 
that  she,  like  all  other  women  who  have  swerved 
from  virtue,  found  herself  tolerated  rather  than 
beloved.  With  a  resignation  worthy  of  a  better 
cause,  she  resolved  to  wait  the  result  of  time ; 
and,  after  retiring  to  her  room,  and  weeping  away 
the  first  feeling  of  displeasure,  she  again  occupied 
her  saloon  in  all  the  grandeur   of  solitude,  and 
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tin  r.    worked  and  worked  until  tin-  bout  i 
night,  when  nay  ion  retained. 

•  I'lir  diabolical   mow]  upon  In-   com 

ch<  be   uit'  i  welcome  which  wae 

already  upon    Lo  | ■  .    1 1-    threw   hii   htl 

amde,  tod  throwing  bimaelf  op 
vim  to  In-  foelingi  in  cnrsingi  tad  execnti 
both  loud  nd  deep.     He  had  lost,  lad  lot!  I 

vilv,  —  indeed,  s.»    much    as    to   di-tress   him 

preeenJ  pari  and  thoj  the  conreraation  which 

followed  wai  not  likely  to  be  oondvcm  to  pi 

Of  mind   to    LotUM,    01    '  OU   of    temjH  r    to 

bimtelf. 

I  ;.t      MB  i.     II' 

my    l"Ve/    said     the    afl  itc    girl,    '  and    I 

would    DOl    Lr«»    U)    bed     until    yon    returned,    in 
order    that     I     mi  .«»u     had     it     |»rojnrl\ 

made/ 

•  I  had  rather  1)0  without  it/ he  replied  nurlilj 
•  Poi  although   I   believe  mj  be  u 

a  villain    as    e\<  i    li\.  d,  y  t    I   do    DOt    li  ike 

thai  for  which  I  cannot  paj  .* 

'•  Louisa  smiled  ami  !  it  him. 

j  ,il. ,  do  yon,  little   fool  '   bvf  it  ii 
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no  time  for  that  now.  I  have  lost  every  farthing 
I  have  in  the  world  ; — I  most  solemnly  declare, 
that  if  the  crown  of  the  greatest  country  in  Europe 
were  mine  if  I  could  produce  one  napoleon, 
most  religiously  do  I  aver  that  I  have  not  the 
wealth  required  to  purchase  it.1 

u  '  Well,"1  replied  Louisa,  '  then  I  would  soon 
see  the  crown  on  Henry's  head.  Take  my  jewels, 
those  you  so  liberally  gave  me  ;  and  though  I 
do  not  part  with  the  smallest  trifle  you  ever 
offered  me  without  regret,  yet  now,  if  there  is 
a  necessity  for  the  sacrifice,  take  them  all.  And 
here  is  my  watch,  and  all  but  this  ring  this 
dear  ring ;  with  this  I  cannot  part  until  poverty 
forces  us  from  our  roof,  or  Henry  is  unfaith- 
ful; 

"  '  There,  there,  Louisa,  do  not  make  such  a 
long  speech  about  nothing  :  the  jewels  will  be 
useful  for  the  present ;  but  as  to  the  watch, 
you  can  keep  it — but  for  how  long  is  a  matter  of 
doubt.1 

"'Be  careful,  dearest,  how  you  dispose  of  them, 
or  the  report  will  be  over  this  little  place  in  a 
moment.1 


THE  RUINED  GAM18TJ  6] 

I       nk   \ou,  mntlm  1  dan 

m    think     DM    MICA    I    preemu-    RmI    M 

id  M  the  1  >r  like  :t  Jei  pedlar,  aeking 

tin-   pi.  purchaee   in)   mi  I      ( "»   \o 

l».i|,   .1..:    win  n.\.  r  worn,  ii    t;ilk    of  an  ytliini:   l»ut 

embroidery  <»r  bonsaia,  they  inrariablj  talk  no 

I   -hall  bo  to  I'  ko-monon 

Yon   will    remain    here;    ami,    1> J  Wl J  of  blind] 

the  mott  acute  you  will  make  Up  the  party  «.t 
which  you  ha\e  often  talked,  t<>  the  waterfall 
of  Coo.       Spare    DO    reasonable    ex]  I     will 

it  you  -nine  money  from   BffQttek,  ami  ther     I 
-hill   again   draw   upon   my    father   t<»   soim 
am<  I'    rhaps    1    may  he    obliged    to  go  01 

to  England  ;    but   I    hope  jroo    ha. 

enough  m  me  t«»  knon  that   under  any  circum- 

-taiie«v  1  will  iieNi-r  deeeri  jrou«      However, 

will  talk  o\rr  tkia  to-inorn.w  .' 

Thai    morrow   eaine.     In  Nam    I 
vouretl  to  reconcile   the   parting,  even  t 

tWO,     tO     li»T>elt*.       She    felt     that     -1  lo*t    t" 

the  world,  an  outcast  fro i  t\  ;   and  ill 

that  the  inetant  the  bubble  report  t!.  was 

lltiirs-  Win    l'ur-t,    then    she    mi^hl    Book   ^uiin 
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retreat    farther    from    England,    and    endeavour 
to   linger   out   her   life   in   solitude  and  prayer. 
There  was  a  heart-rending  scene  at  parting.     On 
the  part  of  my  son,  he  seemed  more  wrapped  up 
in  himself,   his  plans,  and  his  determination   to 
obtain  money  from  me.    He  regarded  his  mistress 
as  a  log  of  impediment  not  easily  removed.     It 
was   at  that  moment  his   intention  to  have  left 
her  for  ever,  and  her  quick  perception  discovered 
it;    but  she  did  not  tax  him  with  the  thought, — 
she  merely  implored  him  to    consider  what   she 
had  done  for   the  love  of  him,  how  solely  she 
depended  upon  his  charity  and  his  affection  :  and 
as  the   tears   trickled   down   her  beautiful   face, 
she  said,    '  I   could    bear  any  calamity    in    life 
but  being  separated  from  you.      Oh,  Henry,   if 
you  could  only  imagine  the  dreary  hours  of  ex- 
pectation which  I  must  while  away — if  you  could 
only  feel   the  loneliness  which  now  I  feel,  you 
would  not  thus  leave  me,  when  my  presence  could 
not  impede  your  plans  !    To  your  honour  I  have 
ceded  my  own  ;    on  that  honour  I  know  I  can 
with    confidence   trust ;    and   as   you    object  to 
my   accompanying   you,   go,    and  may   Heaven 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  old  gentleman  seemed  to  have  recovered 
his  elasticity  of  spirits  from  the  infusion  of 
some  of  mine,  and  he  proceeded  with  his  story. 
The  following  is  the  account  of  that  party 
to  Coo,  which  the  old  gentleman  related  to 
Robert  the  following  morning. 

"  The  waterfall  of  Coo  is  about  nine  miles  dis- 
tant from  Spa,  and  requires  a  little  patience  and 
perseverance,  a  strong  carriage  and  rather  fat  sides, 
to  accomplish  the  distance  without  either  a  frac- 
ture of  a  bone  or  a  break-down  of  the  vehicle. 
Although  in  the  actual  vicinity  of  this  once  cele- 
brated and  now  almost  deserted  watering-place  the 
inhabitants  have  done  much  to  attract  the  stranger 
by  cutting  winding  paths  through  the  thick 
trees  which  encircle  the  hills ;  and  although 
they   have    two  Vauxhalls,  and    a    Redout  e,  in 
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•i  concerned  in  the  plunder    'II  •  the 
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gaming-table, — now  assisted  to  lighten  his  purse 
by  emptying  the  various  bottles  and  swallowing 
the  numerous  good  things  which  the  master  of 
the  Hotel  de  Flandre  had  selected. 

"  The  party  set  forward  about  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  soon  left  the  regular  ride  which   leads 
to  the  three  spas    in  the  vicinity  of   the    town, 
to    strike    into    an    open    country  on  which  the 
hand  of  agriculture  has  never   been   concerned. 
Over   these    hills,   which    command  a  fine    and 
extensive  view,   the    party  proceeded,    enlivened 
occasionally  by  the    bright  sallies  of  wit  of  one 
of  the  party,  and  roused    into    merriment   from 
the  incessant    dullness   of  another :    in  fact,  one 
was  the  butt,  one  was  the  target,  at  which  the 
sharp  arrows  of  ridicule  were  directed, — and  cer- 
tainly they  never  fell  thicker  or  more  poisoned 
than    on    that    day.      In  vain,  however,  Louisa 
endeavoured    to    hold   up   the  head  of  cheerful- 
ness ;  she    knew    she    was    surrounded  by  those 
whose    exuberance     of    spirits    arose    from    the 
cause  of  her  depression,  and  she  looked  at  them 
with  the  eye  of  undisguised  distrust.    To  the  ladies 
she  was  particularly  attentive,  although  she  thought 
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others  allowed  their  pretty  faces  to  be  clouded 
by  suspicion.  The  party  was  thus  spoiled  al- 
most before  it  began  ;  and  certainly,  from 
what  did  transpire,  it  was  evident  that  had  not 
curiosity  overcome  propriety,  one  half  would 
have  returned  home  without  ever  reaching  the 
waterfall.  With  the  practised  manner  of  a 
woman  of  the  world,  Louisa  pretended  not  to 
heed  either  the  whispers  or  the  looks  of  her 
company ;  but  summoning  a  false  cheerfulness 
she  attracted  the  notice  of  the  hairy-lipped 
whisperer,  and  soon  enticed  him  to  ride  near 
her ;  when  she  observed  suddenly,  '  that  she 
felt  it  as  a  bad  compliment  that  his  discourse 
should  have  been  directed  to  all  of  the  party 
to  the  exclusion  of  herself,  and  begged  that  she 
might  be  made  a  partaker  of  his  wit  and  his 
news.1  To  this  he  responded  quickly,  by  asking 
<  if  she  was  ever  in  Paris  P1 

"  Had  a  thunderbolt  fell  at  her  side,  it  could 
not  have  changed  her  features  more.  Unprepared 
for  the  question,  which  in  itself  was  nothing, 
but  in  the  manner  of  asking  the  secret,  as  she 
imagined  only  of  her  own   heart,  her  quickness 
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myself.  But,  as  they  say  the  eye  of  a  king  or 
a  bride  is  fortunate,  I  hope  my  glance  will  render 
you  more  lucky  in  your  next  whisper.1 

"  Even  her  own  sex  were  deceived ;  she  uttered 
the  words  coolly  and  collectedly,  and  in  the 
last  few  syllables  conveyed  a  cut  which  even 
the  brazen  audacity  of  this  puppy  could  not 
withstand.  Whilst  this  was  enacting  on  one 
side,  the  cavalcade  on  the  other  were  convulsed 
with  laughter;  but  Louisa  felt  that  a  blow  had 
been  given  to  her  respectability,  that  sooner  or 
later  the  bubble  would  burst,  and  she  be  un- 
masked ;  and  whilst  lost  in  the  dreary  abode  of 
her  own  heart,  she  gave  way  to  the  workings  of 
a  wounded  spirit,  and  the  wit  of  the  one  or 
the  remark  of  another  fell  without  effect  upon  her 
ear.  From  this  she  was  roused  by  Mr.  Caven- 
dish again  saying  that  he  thought  my  son  would 
be  longer  absent  from  his  wife  than  she  thought. 

"  Alarmed  by  the  mysterious  manner  of  the 
communication,  Louisa  imagined  ten  thousand 
perfidies  on  the  part  of  Harry.  Her  first  idea 
was  that  he  had  betrayed  her  to  this  wretch 
who  had  won   hi^  money,  and   perhaps  declared 
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of  beggars,  each  carrying  a  dog  in  his  arms,  in- 
terrupted any  remarks  which  might  have  escaped. 
Even  Cavendish,  as  he  helped  Louisa  from  her 
horse,    and  uttered  something  in  a  low  hurried 
tone,  stopped   short   as   the   clatter   of  tongues 
broke    loose    in    supplication   for   charity.      No 
determination  to  be  uncharitable  stopped  either 
their  importunities  or  their  solicitations  :  at  last, 
finding  that  for  the  love  of  Heaven  no  money 
was    bestowed,     they   changed   their   mode   and 
urged    charity   on    behalf  of   their    dogs,    which 
they  agreed  to  throw  over  the  foaming  fall,  in 
order  to   show  Christians   that   death   would  not 
follow,   although  a  leg  or  so  might   be   broken 
in  the  descent.     The  ladies  turned  their  heads 
away,  disgusted  at  the   cruel  offer,  and  mendi- 
city received  a  greater  check  from  that  society 
than  from   the    one   in  Red  Lion   Square ;    for 
women  are  ever  averse    to  cruelty,  at   least    by 
nature  they  are  so :  some    indeed    break    down 
the  barrier  planted  for  the  comfort  of  their  hearts, 
and  seem  eager  to  show  their  dexterity  in  skin- 
ning cats  or  eels  alive,  or  crimping  the  half-ex- 
piring fish.     That  this  mode  of  obtaining  money 
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A  kind  of  shudder  at  the  proposition  relative 
to  the  dogs  had  kept  the  ladies  quiet,  until  they 
arrived  at  the  house  of  the  padre ;  the  first  remark 
being  made  by  one  of  the  ladies,  that  the  parish 
must  be  larger  than  met  the  eye,  for  the  num- 
ber on  the  door  was  666. 

" '  The    number    of  the    beast,*1   replied    Mr. 
Cavendish  quickly,  '  and  I   take   it   for   granted 
we  shall   find  the    prophecy    fulfilled.''     Scarcely 
had  he  spoken  these  words,  when  a  short,  thin, 
unshorn,    unshaved    little    follower     of    divinity 
appeared:  he  ushered  the  party  into  his   miser- 
able   abode,   which  contained  no  apparent   com- 
forts,   but    which    certainly    afforded    reason    to 
surmise  how  his  reverence  got  rid  of  himself  and 
his   thoughts.      Dozens    of  empty   bottles  were 
standing   in  various  parts  of  this  room  ;  whilst, 
protected  by  lock  and  key,  but  visible  to  the  eye, 
stood  the  spiritual  tempter,  who,   if  the  breath 
can    confirm    suspicion,  the   little  padre  had  at- 
tempted to  convert.     The  room  was  insufferably 
close,  and  dining  there  was  out  of  the  question ; 
so  the  party,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Caven- 
dish,  agreed  to  dine  in  a  shed  belonging  to    a 
cow,  the  property  of  the  padre ;  and,  after  vari- 
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perched  themselves  upon  the  heights  which  sur- 
rounded their  victims,  and  dashed  upon  every 
strao-o-ler  from  those  unfortunate  but  heroic  batal- 

lions. 

w'That  the  party  was  a  failure,  was  evident 
enough  ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  quickness  of  Mr. 
Cavendish,  the  folly  of  Mr.  Henderson,  or  the 
peculiarity  of  the  padre,  a  gloom  had  settled 
itself  upon  the  ladies.  In  vain  Louisa  endeavour- 
ed to  arouse  them  and  herself;  her  words  were 
coldly  received,  and  at  every  glance  of  Mr.  Caven- 
dish, who  seemed  by  his  manner  of  behaviour 
to  know  she  was  within  his  grasp,  her  efforts  grew 
gradually  weaker  and  weaker,  and  ultimately  en- 
tirely failed.  The  business  of  eating  being  finish- 
ed, the  ladies  retired  to  stroll  by  the  side  of  this 
lovely  river;  and,  instead  of  forming  a  kind  of 
mass  without  regularity,  each  seemed  anxious  to 
secure  the  arm  of  her  friend,  and  Louisa  was 
left  to  walk  by  herself.  It  was  then  the  full 
force  of  her  situation  occurred  to  her ;  she  saw 
it  all,  it  needed  no  conjuror  to  drop  the  scales 
from  her  eyes.  She  was  unmasked ;  or,  what 
was  as  bad,   suspected.     She   sat  down  by  that 
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upon  her  company,  she  had  too  high  a  spirit.  Fall- 
en as  she  was,  and  in  her  own  estimation  irrevo- 
cably ruined,  and  utterly  despised  as  she  felt,  still 
the  spirit  of  her  birth  was  not  quelled  ;  and,  in  the 
emergency  of  the  case,  she  decided  upon  resent- 
ing the  injury  she  had  sustained  in  the  evident 
estrangement  of  her  society.  Long,  long  she  pon- 
dered upon  her  dreadful  situation  :  even  hope 
that  Henry  would  perform  the  last  act  of  jus- 
tice towards  her,  failed  to  support  her  flagging 
spirits ;  but  revenge  for  the  insult  her  own  sex 
had  heaped  upon  her,  by  the  whisperings  of  so 
insignificant  a  creature  as  Mr.  Cavendish,  armed 
her  afresh  for  the  combat,  and  infused  a  spirit 
which  only  revenge  in  an  insulted  woman  could 
infuse. 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  gentlemen  were  very 
busy  in  rendering  the  padre  a  subject  for  ridi- 
cule by  his  own  parishioners ;  the  little  man, 
who  at  first  was  shy  and  reserved,  seemed 
to  gain  confidence  when  the  ladies  left  the  table  ; 
from  abstinence  he  swerved  towards  the  bottle, 
and  began,  one  would  have  supposed,  to  lay 
in  a  stock  for  a  fortnight.     Soon  it  operated,  and 
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which  could  hardly  have  amounted  to  three  francs, 
was  astonished  to  find  the  intoxicated  padre  a 
cheat  as  well  as  a  drunkard ;  he  required  thirty 
francs  ;  and  so  infuriated  did  he  become  at  the 
hints  that  his  charges  were  exorbitant,  that  he 
nearly  added  insult  to  injury,  and  threatened 
to  detain  the  glasses,  &c.  until  he  was  compensat- 
ed. It  was  paid  ;  and  no  sooner  had  he  counted 
the  money,  than,  reeling  from  the  shed,  he  called 
his  hungry  paupers,  and  pointing  out  the  food 
still  left,  gave  them  permission  to  enter  his 
grounds.  Then  came  a  visitation  of  real  harpies  ; 
in  vain  the  commissionaires  belonging  to  the  hotel 
opposed  this  irruption  of  the  enemy  ;  they  broke 
through  the  slender  defence,  seized  and  bore  off 
their  plunder  in  spite  of  the  words  and  the  blows 
of  the  servants  ;  the  padre  staggered  home,  and, 
throwing  himself  upon  his  head,  left  the  com- 
pany to  depart. 

"  It  was  now  nearly  eight  o'clock  ;  the  day 
had  been  intensely  hot,  and  Louisa,  over- 
come by  the  heat  and  her  situation,  felt  the 
first  cooling  breeze  which  started  from  the  ad- 
jacent hills.  She  lifted  her  eyes  towards  the 
point  from  which  the  wind  came,  and  then  first 
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"  To  avoid  the  importunities  of  the  beggars, 
she  betook  herself  to  the  priest's  parlour,  which 
opened  into  his  bed-chamber:  there  lay  and 
snored  in  drunken  forgetfulness  that  hypocriti- 
cal preacher ;  a  man  endowed  with  various  talents, 
with  an  eloquence  hardly  rivalled,  with  know- 
ledge deep  and  profound;  a  victim  to  that  pas- 
sion he  could  not  control,  a  living  lie  upon  his 
own  advice,  a  man  who  pointed  out  the  forbidden 
fruit,  and  who  was  the  first  to  pluck  it.  She 
shut  the  door,  and  sat  down  :  how  often,  how 
very  often  she  looked  at  the  watch,  the  only 
remnant,  besides  a  ring  she  was  not  privileged 
to  wear,  left  by  her  seducer !  Even  as  she  marked, 
the  hours  slipped  rapidly  away;  her  thoughts 
wandered  after  him  she  loved ;  and  in  the  plea- 
sure derived  in  retracing  scenes  of  affection,  the 
time  cheated  her  in  its  flight,  and  the  shades 
of  evening,  now  casting  the  lengthened  shadow 
over  the  village,  recalled  her  to  her  situation. 
The  horses  still  remained,  held  by  an  old  man.; 
the  servant  from  Spa  had  gathered  up  the  rem- 
nants of  the  feast  rescued  from  the  beggars ; 
the  crowd  had,  being  satiated  with  plunder,  re- 
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of  the  horse  to  find  her  way  home.  She  suc- 
ceeded ;  and  had  crossed  the  bridge  before  men- 
tioned, and  on  the  smooth  road  was  urging  her 
horse  forward,  when  the  clattering  of  Cavendish's 
horse  convinced  her  that  he  had  carefully  con- 
cealed himself  in  order  to  ensure  his  prey.  The 
road,  which  is  good  near  the  village  of  Coo,  soon 
becomes  rocky,  ill-formed,  and  shaded  by  con- 
tinual nut-trees.  These  thick-foliaged  plants 
would  even  by  moonlight  have  rendered  the  ride 
hazardous  ;  but  now,  with  a  darkness  which  Louisa 
thought  more  intense  than  natural,  it  became 
positively  requisite  to  allow  the  animals  to  walk 
their  own  pace,  and  pick  their  own  way. 

"  c  Your  most  obedient  servant,  Louisa  Stan- 
hope,'' began  Cavendish,  as  he  forced  his  horse 
close  to  her  side.  '  I  thought  we  should  have 
an  hour's  quiet  conversation,  and  I  see  you  are 
equally  disposed,  or  we  should  not  be  here  this 
dark  night.' 

"  Louisa,  at  once  convinced  that  all  was  known, 
remained  silent. 

"  '  Come  come,  my  truant  bird,  we  must  be 
better  acquainted ;  as  yet  you  only  know  me  as  it 
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consummate  Milam  in  ln^  In  art  n  that 
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he  had  oftentimes  seen  Louisa,  and  had  been 
equally  anxious  to  inquire  her  history  ;  on  the 
Continent  this  is  more  common  than  in  a  casual 
meeting  in  our  own  country.  He  himself  was 
handsome,  of  a  manly  figure,  a  commanding  coun- 
tenance ;  but  with  an  eye  that,  when  fixed  by 
another,  wavered  and  uncovered  his  heart, —  the 
eye  is  the  index  of  that.  It  is  said,  no  animal 
can  face  the  steady  glance  of  the  courageous, 
virtuous  human  eye  ;  and  Louisa  knew  that  al- 
though she  had  an  enemy  by  her  side,  she  had  a 
coward  for  her  foe.  Cavendish  had,  during  his 
many  gambling  transactions  with  Henry,  by  little 
and  little,  extracted  her  history  ;  and  the  night 
previous  to  his  departure,  when  the  last  turn 
of  fortune  decided  in  favour  of  Cavendish,  and 
when  he,  in  the  cowardly  exultation  over  his 
fleeced  friend,  recommended  him,  as  it  was  late, 
to  go  to  bed  with  his  pretty  wife,  and  forget 
such  a  trifling  loss,  Henry,  in  a  moment  of 
spleen,  exclaimed,  '  She  is  not  my  wife,  thank 
God  !  and  T  can  be  rid  of  her  and  the  incumbrance 
to-morrow. '  Startled  at  this,  Cavendish  con- 
tinued   the    question,    when    the   half-inebriated 
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of  friends  or  relations,  or  could  compassionate  the 
minor  evils  of  our  existence,  stands  unmoved  to 
the  cry  of  pity  from  an  abandoned  female.  In- 
stead of  providing  for  their  wants,  and  winning 
them  back  to  the  path  from  which  they  have 
swerved,  they  spurn  them  to  degradation,  and 
force  them  to  continue,  by  the  exclusion  they 
practise,  in  that  road  of  ruin,  until  their  healths 
are  impaired,  their  spirits  broken,  their  hearts 
hardened,  and  their  guilt  confirmed.  In  vain 
they  lift  the  supplicating  voice ;  they  are  dis- 
carded as  worthless,  and  reviled  as  strumpets. 

"  The  gamester  and  the  drunkard,  are  they  not 
as  bad  as  the  profligate  woman  ?  Does  not 
the  former  not  only  bring  misery  on  himself, 
but  on  all  those  dependent  upon  him  ?  Does 
not  he  fly  from  one  excitement,  if  possible,  to 
a  worse  ?  Is  not  his  means  of  subsistence  the 
plunder  of  others  ?  Is  he  not  vicious,  low, 
degraded,  oftentimes  a  forger,  and  mostly  a 
swindler  ? 

"  Who  can  rely  upon  the  drunkard  ?  Is  he  fit 
to  undertake  any  service  ?  Will  he  not  squan- 
der his   own   and   the  wealth  of  others  to  drive 
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CHAPTER  V. 

"  It  was  Cavendish's  idea  that  by  suddenly  con- 
vincing Louisa  of  her  secret,  beating  her  down 
to  the  lowest  despair,  and  then  slowly  pro- 
posing in  kind  terms  a  remedy,  that  he  might 
succeed  in  turning  her  affections  from  Harry  and 
gain  them  for  himself;  not  that  he  had  the 
slightest  idea  of  protecting  her  afterwards,  he  was 
not  generous  enough  in  his  disposition  to  shel- 
ter the  woman  he  had  ruined  ;  sufficient  was  it 
for  him  to  have  her  in  his  power,  to  rob  the 
girl  of  the  little  peace  of  mind  which  remained, 
and  then  allow  her  to  find  a  refuge  where  and 
how  she  could. 

"  Some  small  distance  beyond  the  village  of 
Coo  the  road  again  becomes  comparatively  good, 
and  in  this  part  Louisa  advanced  at  a  safe  canter  : 
she    was    anxious   to   near   her   home,    but   she 
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-In-  actually  tried  a  Lrall«»j> ;  lii-  bonewai  the  !:• 
•  ■-t,  Ih-.'h1i-.  which   In-  \mi-  a  bolder  rider,  md  ■ 
man  bat  a  great  advantage  from  his  ally 

when  the  road  ii  bid,  and   the   horse   ri 
support.     I  de  him;  to  distance  him,  was  im- 

possible ;  and,  had  Bh<  eded,  J  raid 

bare   found  th<-   road,  difficull 
almost  bsjerdont  in  darkness*     Dvuh 
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and  dwindled  into  ■  walk.     GtTendish  had  wound 
Ins  eoward  bosom  i"  ■  resolution  which  in  d 
light  be  \v"iihi  bare  hesitated   to  have  attempted. 
The  flash  of  the  weman'i  ey<  -  were  imp  n  i  ptib 
it    was  like  a  timid  man  writing  a  letter  in 
own  sanctum,  in  which  be  dared  to  t-« 
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his  feelings  in  the  absence  of  his  enemy ;  for 
many  men  will  hector  in  security,  and,  when  the 
eye  is  withdrawn,  the  heart  may  be  re-assured. 

"  '  Are  you  convinced,  Louisa,**  said  Cavendish, 
'  that  I  know  more  than  you  suspected  ;  and 
that,  in  spite  of  your  calm  assertion  this  morning, 
know  you  to  be,  not  the  wife,  but  the  mistress 
of  Harry."' 

"  *  You  have  asserted  as  much,  Mr.  Cavendish, 
and  if  true  or  not  I  shall  not  condescend  to 
answer  ;  but  I  cannot  but  regret  that,  indepen- 
dent of  the  insult  offered  to  me,  you  should 
have  whispered  away  my  character,  and  thus  left 
me  under  the  protection  of  a  man  who  has  ruined 
my  reputation,  and  who  has  driven  away  by  his 
slanderous  tongue  those  of  my  own  sex  who  were 
my  proper  companions.'' 

"  '  It  is  never  a  blot  until  it  '«  hit,  as  the 
backgammon  players  say :  you  were  believed 
virtuous, — they  liked  you ;  you  are  found  under 
false  colours, — they  desert,  perhaps  despise  you." 

"  '  And  pray,  sir,"  replied  Louisa,  '  by  whose 
authority  do  you  circulate  these  rumours."' 

"  <  Harry's.1 


I  ill.    l;i  l\lli   G  \mi 

1 1  od  <  ""1  sbov<  '    :•  i  innot  I" 

end<  ;i\ .niriTiir  m  tin-  t!n-  man 

-ult    liis    wife:    in  \<r   ITOold     I    bclicTC    tin-    l»a 

ofmen  could  descend  so  low ;   it   is  false,  utterly 

f.lUi-  ;    I  c|    \M,:if    \.,u   MNTt,   h( 

whispered  what  you  have  whispered/ 

\<>\i  women  ue  remarkably  foolish)  my  dear 
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shelter  you/ 
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"  The  indignation  of  Louisa  knew  no  bounds  : 
attached,  fondly  attached  to  the  man  who  had 
ruined  her — perfectly  incredulous  as  to  the  asser- 
tions of  Cavendish,  and  yet  knowing  their  truth, 
she  knew  not  how  to  answer,  for  her  wrath  was 
kindled,  her  reason  half  estranged,  and  from  the 
latter  part  of  his  speech  she  saw  clearly  his  in- 
tentions and  the  increasing  danger  of  her  situa- 
tion :  still  she  was  woman  enough  to  temporize  ; 
and  swallowing  that  anger  which  at  first  nearly 
choked  her  utterance,  she  rather  calmly  replied, 
'  When  I  am  convinced  of  the  truth  of  your 
assertions,  Mr.  Cavendish,  I  may  be  more  in- 
clined to  listen  to  your  propositions ;  but  I  feel 
easy  under  that  promise,  knowing  who  and  what 
I  am.  Next  Saturday,  Harry  shall  revenge  the 
insult  offered  to  his  wife ;  and  if  I  were  his  mis- 
tress, he  would  be  under  a  double  obligation  to 
protect  me  from  the  ruffian  assault  of  a  stranger.' 

"  '  I  feel  rather  easy  upon  that  point,  Louisa : 
I  tell  you,  for  the  last  time,  that  he  himself  told 
me — yes,  me — that  you  were  not  his  wife,  and 
that  he  would  soon  be  clear  of  the  incumbrance. 
Why,  he  iikened   you  to  a  load,   a  burthen,   a 
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In;: 

own  shoulders,  and  from  und<  r  which  be  wn 

red    to   ilip.     I  really   wonder   thai  so 

young,   10  beautiful,  hi  full  of  life  and 
tion,  win!  tli<-  -j>mt  of  your 

man  wlm  n  II\  <!.-.  it.  ,1  yott.1 

\  md  one  who  bti  Uj  Induced  m< 

\  ir  irirl.  I»»    pc—on able.     I 

lo\.    yon,  md   therefore  fed  1  warm  interest  in 
your  welfare ;  1  lore  you,  L  (1  jringwhich, 

In-     tbok     In  r    liaml,     which     WEI     resting     "ii     the 

pommel,  and  which  she  hastily  withdrew,) — bei 
put    this   night,    thai  hand   will   m»i   be   so 
h  withdrawn:  lei  me  show  you  your  aituar 

l       ighten  ' 
colouring   of  the  picture.     Eiarrj    1-   ruined, 

Birthing  :  iu  the  excitement  o!"  !. 
he  has  confessed  himself  happ)  —  yes,  child,  happy 
— thai  he  was  ni  >•«!   by  matrimony  ;  and 

1  in  madness  h<-  had   aom<  n,    for    l< 

Jily   ruined    until 
In-  uiis  married      h<  d  in  publiahing  N«>ur 

ihami •;   no4  onl\  myself,  bul  six  other  men  « 

he   held    Nnu    uj>    to   public   obloquy, 
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public  scorn;    he  confessed    his    bill    unpaid    at 
the  hotel,  and  his   inability  to  pay  it ;  he  spoke 
of  your  jewels  as   too  good,  too  real,   to  adorn 
a  mistress  ;  and  in  the  bitterness  of  his  loss  he 
derived  comfort,  not  from  your  affection  or  your 
charms,  but  because  he  could  cast  you  aside,  like 
the  loathsome  weed  carried  by  the  Gulf  stream, 
to  float  upon  the  public  ocean  until  that   ocean 
destroyed  it.     Where  now  are  the  feelings  which 
warm  the  female  heart  ?     Have  you  no  spirit,  no 
courage,  no  scorn  for   such  a  worthless  fellow  ; 
who,  having  plucked  the  ripe   fruit,  leaves  it  to 
rot  on  the  ground  ?     Nay,  I  will  make  you  con- 
vinced that  I  speak    the    truth :  no  sooner  had 
he  mentioned    your  proper  name,    than    one  of 
the   party  remembered  you  at  Paris,  recollected 
you  as  Louisa  Stanhope ;  nay,  he  had   seen  the 
whole  account  of  your  elopement  in  the  papers.1 

"  A  long  deep  sigh  escaped  Louisa.  At  this  mo- 
ment, when  in  all  its  naked  truth,  the  story  was 
told,  her  feelings  were  beyond  description  ;  she  saw 
at  once  the  probability  of  his  desertion,  but 
the  jewels,  too  pure  to  grace  a  wanton's  neck, 
stung   her    to    the   very   heart :  in   vain  she  en- 


i  m:   1:1  ini  ;D  G  \mi>i  i 
•  h  |  <  baviour  ;   tin    whok  wis 

too  connected,  not  one  link  in  the  chain  was 
wanting.  Then  did  ihc  fed  the  devil  rising  in 
her  bosom,  and  overawing  the  guilt  thai  rankled 
tin,  ihe    could     not    discredit    that    which 

to    be    true    and    which  could    only 
have  been  Known  1>\  the  mean  babbbj 

R  •  exult  than  sigfa^'  continued  Caven- 
dish; *  tor  that  dark  cloud  which  threaten!  u- 
with  its  thunder  is  n<»t  more  charged  with 
danger  than  \s  your  situation  ■  to-morrow  \<»u 
will    be  an    outcast  ;   this    late    ride    with    i 

known  t«>  you,    the  grief  to  which  you 
will  give  rent,    the    shame  which  you  must  t 
and   cannot   conceal,    will   si]   tend    to  confirm 
the  truth,  and  to  place  me  in  public  estimation 
as  your  protector.     It'  this  eh, ml  burst  over  us 

and    swell    the    fbrdl    mar    the    ru.nl,    we    ma\ 

detained  until  daylight  ;  and  what    then  wiD 
Lhe  surmise  when,  with  jaded  horses,  bespattered 
habit,   weepin  you  « reep  into  isjbj 

ami  find  your  officious  maid  ready  t" 

spot  01  R        •  w,  ll  apot  this,  and 

VOL. I  K 
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member  it  is  but  the  overture  to  the  serious 
opera,  which  the  whole  scandal  will  develope. 
Again,  Louisa,  I  love  you  ;  T.  offer  you  my  house, 
my  home,  my  fortune  :  and  had  I  not  been  so 
overpowered  by  your  beauty  as  to  confess  myself 
your  admirer,  I  had  not  planned  this  meeting, 
and  which  fortune  has  so  kindly  afforded  me.' 

"  '  And  to  this  meeting  then  I  am  indebted 
for  my  ruin.  If,  Mr.  Cavendish,  that  cloud  to 
which  you  have  alluded  were  to  arm  me  with 
all  the  terrors  of  its  lightning,  on  your  head 
should  fall  the  bolt :  hear  this  from  one  who 
through  life  has  only  told  one  falsehood ;  I  hate 
you,  despise  you,  and  would  rather  fall  a  prey  to 
the  midnight  ruffian,  than  yield  to  one  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  all  the  misfortunes  I  feel 
about  to  crush  me.1 

"  '  Not  so,  Louisa.' 

"  6  Sir,  I  beg  that  freedom  may  be  dis- 
continued. I  place  myself  now  under  your  pro- 
tection, but  our  acquaintance  ceases  with  our 
arrival ;  your  well-told  story  of  dirt  and  marks, 
my  innocence — the  plain  unvarnished  tale — will 
shield  me  from  ;   and  now,   even  now,  you  are 
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trilling  to  a<l<l  anoth  hood  to  your  d< 

tiou  of  km  .     I  hi   you  windle    Harn 

Did    jrou    do<    receive  that   which 
II  I  those 

wlmli    life    In    t 
II  ift  yon  Ik  t  driven  I [arrj  from  m\  m  . 
»n\  Ml  i'ri.ii)  ni\ 

if  on   are   rash,   Louisa,  d  I  ,  in 

yOl  .     you    arc     iinw     in     m\     poWCT, 

and  I  might  avail  myself  <>f  tin-  hint  so   kindly 

in  the  midnight  ruffian.     I  ha* 
.i   friend,   I   bate  shown   you   N"ur  da  ind 

I  have  offered  you  an  escape: — 1< •«•[»  your  b< 

mine,   <»r   you    will    be   in   i   gravel-pit 
Remember  this, — that  he   who  i- 

II   |    liar,  M   a  Nillain,    in.i\   Ifl  veil 

another  opptobi  nu." 

\  on   cannot    mean    to    i 
I      endiah  ;    the   revj   1  [eavem  will   protect  the 
innocent.     I   cannot  believe  yo  of 

Mich  viekedneei — mcfa  cowardio 

i         .  I  have  n  ..l\«  .1  thai 
me  .   n  rd  inc  as  M»iir  l»cvf 

the   thunder  of  the    heaven.'    shall   turn   mc    hi 
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my  resolution.  Consent  then  to  relinquish  the 
man  who  scorns  you,  and  give  me  the  hand 
which  you  have  so  lavishly  bestowed  upon  a 
worthless  villain/ 

"  '  Unhand  me,  Mr.  Cavendish,  or  my  screams 
shall  startle  the  neighbourhood :  unhand  me,  sir 
directly,  and  learn  that  respect  which  is  due  to 
a  woman.1 

"  6  By  Heavens  !  I  cannot  part  with  you ;  scream 
if  you  will :  even  this  solemn  calm  before  the 
storm  will  not  convey  your  screams  to  human 
ear.  Here  is  a  wild  and  rugged  hill  to  which 
none  repair  but  during  daylight ;  no  shepherd 
brings  his  flock  to  this  ungenerous  soil  :  and 
here,  stop  your  horse  ; — here  I  will  exact  from 
you  a  promise  to  be  mine,  to  forget  the  man  who 
has  so  scandalously  ill-used  you,  and  to  live  with 
him  who  has  ruined  in  order  to  secure  you.'' 

"  The  shriek  with  which  the  poor  girl  screamed 
for  assistance  was  re-echoed,  in  the  stillness  of  the 
night,  from  hill  to  hill,  as  if  to  summon  all  to 
her  aid  :  that  loud  piercing  shrill  voice  was  un- 
heard.    Cavendish,  frightened  from  his  purpose. 


1  III.     Ill    I  SI   l»    fl  AMI  I  "I 

relinquished  bei  hand)  ind    L       i  dsshi 

rw.inl. 
■■  Those  w]  '1<«1  at  S 

boi    frequently,  how  almost  in  ly,  the 

\  by  the  many  mounts 

in  the   vicinity,    the   cl<  illect    upon    their 

summit,  an. I  require  l>ut  the  fir-t  flash oflightni 
to  inundate  the  plaim  below.     Hut  on  thai  night 
slowly  lia«l  th<-  clou. I-  collected  ;  by  degrees  ti 
began  to  extend  themselves;  snd  the  night,  dark 
before,  was  perfectly  black  in  the  direction  from 
which   the    impt'iulinu'   storm    wax    to   onic  :    it 
hung  like  ■  pall  o?er  the  benighted  tra?ell(  i 
and    often   did    Louisa  implore  its  downfall,  in 
ord<  the  villain  from  Ins  destined  pn 

Aloft,  the  wind   was  plainly  sudib] 
to  folio*   the  scream,  si  if  anything  which  i 

turlntl     ihr     stilliu-ss    WollM     I. 

'I  be  In  i  till  of  its  f....t;  •  .1  into 

a  walk,  an. I   moved  i  backwsrdi  and 

i. Is  m  it*  cat.  Inn-  the  lound  of  the  wind,  wh 
inn  louder  ami  loader,  although  not  a  breath 
disturbed  the  lower  atmosphi 
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"  Cavendish  was  again  by  her  side,  again  eager 
to  be  heard  ;  and  now  with  soft  and  kind  words 
endeavouring  to  persuade  his  victim  to  renounce 
her  still  loved  Harry  :  but  Louisa  never  deigned 
a  reply ;  as  he  sank  to  solicitations,  she  rose  in 
courage ;  she  suspected  him  as  a  coward,  and 
she  hated,  she  despised  him. 

u  '  I  see,1  he  resumed,  '  it  is  all  in  vain.  I 
had  hoped  that  your  knowledge  of  the  dreadful 
predicament  in  which  you  stand,  and  my  kind 
intentions,  might  have  procured  for  me  a  more 
ready  ear  and  a  more  generous  auditor.  Surely 
you  cannot  be  blind  to  your  situation  ;  your  for- 
lorn, your  helpless  condition,  prompts  me  again 
and  again  to  offer  my  protection ., 

"  '  Never,  sir,  never ;  as  there  is  a  God  in 
heaven — never  will  I  consent  to  such  baseness  V 

"  '  Then  by  that  heaven  your  ruin  is  inevitable  ! 
To  whom,  dearest  Louisa,  can  you  turn  ?  Where 
can  the  despised  and  degraded  find  a  friend  in 
affliction  ?  Is  it  not  evident  that  your  own  sex 
have  abandoned  you  ?  And  where,  when  the 
determined  landlord  presses  his  bill, — where  can 
you  find  the  means  to  satisfy  his  just  demand  ? 
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ak,   thi  idc  a>  your  pi 

\<nir  generosity  shall  l»«    repaid  bj   mj 

■i."     Ho     (    vendish  dismounted)  and 

pi*  ml    through    tin-    hri<ll  I 

liorsr    stoJ)|)(  il     it.    : L II i  1     with    tin-    h> 
•  I  his  suit  in  n 
*'l'is    i;  (        adiafa   continued, 

<•--     your     r«Tu»:il.     Louisa  :      look     well,     I 

i"  vt.iir  own  state,  then  t<»  mine]  any,  <!<» 

be  wilfully  blind.     You  sec  in  the  abandonm 

of   Harry    onlv    mote    affluence    would 

to  you :    he  ia  rained,  he   hi  fnrthii 

nay,  d<  he  not  insulted  you  beyond 

enduianee,  in  itigmatising  you  as  a  v 

wh<  i  mblem  of  inn  .  the  pi 

of  pun  I  contaminated?     Eiai  be  not  branded 

y<»ii  uith  infamy  ? — and  has  he  n<.t,  al  t! .■ 

moment    when    h  tamv    wa>    most 

d  \<-u — hit   \.»u  at   i   public  hotel,  hni 
previously    published    youi    dishonour  i     < 
come,    I   knoi    it    b  hanl   t<>  «_r i \ « •  u}»  th 
lore,  and  I  led  thai  truth  do*  ;  '"it  \i  amoui 
t<»  madness  in   a  woman  t"  cling    t<»    the 
w|i<>    ca  '     her     from     him,     and     wl 
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pitifully  mean  that  he  is  not  contented  with 
having  rifled  the  flower,  but  he  must  throw  the 
stalk  away.' 

"  Louisa  sighed  heavily ;  and  Cavendish,  aware 
that  women  do  not  sigh  without  a  cause,  took 
her  hand  as  he  walked  by  the  side  of  her  horse, 
allowing  his  own  to  follow  at  the  bridle's  length, 
and  thus  artfully  continued, — '  Excuse  me,  dear- 
est girl,  if  in  showing  you  your  danger  I  have 
used  words  which  ill  accord  with  your  wishes, 
or  perhaps  your  belief;  but  it  is  a  duty  I  owe 
to  beauty, — and  surely  never  was  that  duty  more 
fairly  commanded,  if  loveliness  can  command, — 
to  shield  it  from  insult.  You  think  I  have  used 
you  ill  in  severing  your  companions  from  you  : 
I  have  done  you  a  service  if  you  will  avail  your- 
self of  it ;  for  now,  as  you  know  your  danger, 
you  can  escape  from  it  before  even  the  female 
tongue  can  babble  your  disgrace.  Poor  dear 
helpless  beauty,  it  is  hard  so  young  to  be  so  sacri- 
ficed ;  and  I  should  ill  become  the  name  of  a 
man  if  I  did  not  participate  in  your  afflictions, 
and  use  my  utmost  endeavours  to  shelter  and 
to  shield  you."' 


I  ill.    ki  [NED  OAMBC  I  u;. 
•  \t  tin-,    moment,    ;i   rivid   Baah   of  Light- 

niri^    -eeimd     to     d.irt    within      an     inch     I 

boraee;    th.    thunder  followed  in  a  loud    ten 
roar,     I.  ibied  t«>  1 1  *  • 

Striking    full    upon    the    fooi    ..t    (    t\emli.-h  ;    ami. 

turning  ihirp  round  fell   into  a  pit.  foieinf   ( 
rendiah  before  it,  ind  diimoanting  it-  rider :  the 
other  hone  turned  it-  head  from  the  etorin,  whilst 
the  clouds  discharged  their  contents  in  such   I 

rent-  that  a  second  Pclmjc  -cemed  at  hand.       Nci- 

tlicr  wtn  much  hurt,  but  the  cperienced 

from  the  hoof  of  1 1 1  *  -  animal  clucked  the   melli- 

QUOUI   accent  0     I  :idi-h. 

Louisa  availed  berselfof  this  ludden  and  on- 
i  \|i  to  deceive  her  unworthj  com- 

M     <    rendiah,  th<    II 

which   I   called    have  mtOIUOted     to    save   m< 

tin-,  I  hope,  udl  lend  you  t<>  mink  mi 
mutual  safct)  than  of  your  pr<  -cut  wi-he>  -      How 
find   our  way  in    tin-   dreadful 
night  without  we  take  advantage  of  the  iightnii 
1»\    winch  mean-  \   discover    the    aoli1 

bouae  which  itandi  not  mi  from  the  summit 

the    lull  '       Let    ua    mount    our   h<»i 
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animals  become  more  frightened,  and  perhaps, 
unable  to  stand  the  storm,  may  gallop  away.  I 
hope  you  are  not  hurt,  sir  ?' 

"  Cavendish  recovering  from  his  fall,  was  walk- 
ing round  and  round,  limping  seriously,  and  mutter- 
ing curses  both  loud  and  deep:  to  the  question 
of  Louisa  he  answered  with  a  mild  voice, 
4  Think  not  of  me,  dearest  Louisa  ;  if  you  are 
unhurt,  I  care  not  for  this  trivial  pain  :  I 
grieve  to  say,  that  although  I  can  walk,  I 
can  offer  but  little  assistance  in  placing  you  on 
your  saddle  ;  but  let  me  try ;'  and,  saying  this, 
he  placed  his  hand  covered  with  mud  round  the 
waist  of  Louisa.  She  released  herself  instantly, 
saying, 

" '  Then  I  must  do  the  best  I  can  by  myself;1 
and,  taking  the  bridle,  she  led  the  horse  to  the 
beaten  track,  and  finding  a  small  hillock  she 
succeeded  in  leaping  on  her  saddle,  whilst  Caven- 
dish officiously  endeavoured  to  be  of  some  trivial 
service.  He  took  her  hand,  and  respectfully  kissed 
it  as  he  continued,  '  I  trust,  Louisa,  my  respect- 
ful manner  will  convince  you  that  you  have  not 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  ruffian.     I  hope  you 
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will    -••<•    m     MIC     Olic    uhn 

founded   in  love;   end   irbo  would   willingl) 

|»air,    it'    llic    love    WW    mutual,     tin-    injury     y<»u 

bate  rastained   at    tin-    hands   «»r   Ham.      Be- 
hn  1  mount  my  bone,  ami  irhilet  tin-  thui  i 
may  witness  the  }>r<»mi-f.  let  in'-  imp1<  t«» 

•_M\.-    DM    MMDC    hope    that    my    affcctioi  DOt 

misplaced,  ami  th.it  you  will  1.  i 
under  tbe  protection  of  the  man  who  will  n 
the   world  t<»  seek   tae  ^]><>t   on   which  hie  d< 
Louiss   iii.i\  eieb  t.>  reside  ;   tad  be — '  be  eon- 

tinunl,    as    In-    biased    h«r    haml, — '  he    will 

deeert  tin-  emn  irhe  retorai  bin  l< 
ber  theme  in  the  eyei  of  the  curi  rkL1 

M     I  Kiendieh,1  replied  I  .  -  you  n 

I'linit  m\  -  doubt  all  your   HSSllltiuil 

li'  w  :u.|    i . t     II 

if  h  not  return  to  me  I  next  Wedi 

.  I  will  become  yours  if  yon  our 

imjiortunit  ;  : 1 1 1 <  1  h  t  Uui  promi* 

tin-  present :  although  be  has  need  me  badly, — i 
I  could  tin. I  soother  moid, — yet   I  would  m»t  i 

'    linn  until  be  I    in.    aw...        \         nu.unt 

ami  let    01  li1  l?«  ft 

present  difficulti 
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u  Cavendish  again  kissed  her  hand,  and  thank- 
ing her  for  the  prospect  she  afforded  him  of  con- 
vincing her  of  his  sincerity,  he  mounted  his  horse. 
His  determination  had  been  very  different ;  but 
now  he  held  the  balance  between  the  quiet  pos- 
session on  Wednesday,  or  the  hazard  of  the  con- 
sequences should  he  persevere.    He  was  confident 
Harry  would   never  return ;  and  therefore,  after 
binding  Louisa  by  a  promise  the  most  sacred — 
nay,  making  her  seal  the  contract  by  kissing  him, 
they   proceeded  onwards,  Cavendish  holding  the 
hand  of  Louisa,  which   she  never  attempted  to 
withdraw  :  '  I  know  not,  my  dearest  Louisa,  what 
is  best  to  be  done  :  this  rain  will  render  the  fords 
impassable  ;  and  the  roads,  hazardous  at  all  times, 
will  now  become  dangerous.  Shall  we  make  for  the 
lone  house,  and  there  wait  until  daylight?  ' 

"  '  No,  no,'  replied  Louisa,  who  was  resolved' 
not  to  trust  herself  longer  with  Cavendish  than 
was  actually  necessary ;  4  we  are  drenched  to  the 
skin,  and  covered  with  mud ;  the  sooner  we  gain 
the  hotel  the  better  ;  and  I  would  not  for  the 
world  arrive  by  daylight.  It  is  now  only  midnight, 
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and    Wt   ha\<-    ntasfld  tli«-  u<»r-t    road  :     ti. 

the  house;  \sc  must  take  the  raid  t«>  the  l< 

follow   the  laOCI  !    We  <-.inn« »t  BOH   miM  our  v. 

\  m  remembei  jroui  pron  .  I . 
n-.r  at  in  j  again  mentioning  it — ire  are  both  bound 
l>\  the  lame  bond,  I  not  to  molest  you  now,  and 
be  nunc  on  Wednesday .  I  told  yon,  be- 
fore the  night  was  ov«t  thii  hand  would  not  be 
withdrawn,  and  I  am  no  (alee  proph< 

W  li.it     I     have    >*ai«l     I     have    -ai«l,"    n  i 

Louisa. 

Nfow  then/  resumed  Cavendish,  'let  ,;- 
rour  to  undo  the  mischief  I  bare  already  <1" 
to-morrow,  <.r  rathei  to-day,   will  bring  forward 
vuur  clamorous   creditors ;    alios   me  to  b 
banket  and  paj  all  your  lull- — I  will  call  about 
noon.  We  must  now  l"-  upon  tenni  of  the  itricteat 
friendship  \  jrou  must  appeal  left  under  my  pro- 
tection, and  I  will  endeaToui  to  persuade  jroui 
malt-  friends   thai    1    was   mistaken.      1>«»  n«»t  d 
in  public,  but  I  will  be  your  companion  in  tout 
room.1 

I  M     (  lish ; 


110  WALSINGHAM, 

but  perhaps  the  landlord  may  not  be  clamorous, 
in  which  case  I  see  no  necessity  of  borrowing 
from  your  kindness.' 

"  '  The  greatest  in  the  world,  darling  :  your  offer 
to  pay  your  account  will  give  the  lie  to  my  own 
whispers  ;  your  having  money  will  insure  you  re- 
spect :  and  next  Wednesday  we  will  remove  to 
Liege.' 

"  '  If  Harry  does  not  return,'  interrupted 
Louisa. 

"  '  I  fear  your  sincerity  even  now,  Louisa.  How 
can  you  cling  to  such  a  shadow  ?  How  can  you  still 
love  the  man  who  has  ruined  your  reputation, 
left  you  a  pauper,  and  who  now  is  either  half  way 
to  Paris  or  London  ?' 

"  '  He  left  his  wife,  his  own  wife  for  me — nay, 
occasioned  her  death  after  being  married  only 
seven  months,'  sighed  Louisa,  '  and  therefore 
would  not  hesitate  in  deserting  me  when  a  fresh 
object  attracted  his  attention.  Ah,  Mr.  Caven- 
dish, it  is  the  knowledge  of  this  very  fact  T  have 
mentioned,  that  he  left  his  wife  for  me, — ay,  and 
that  it  killed  her, — that  has  bound  me  to  him." 
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I  Ii!.  I     lull  !  hah  '"     laughi  'I    <   ivendUh  . 
•  what  bob  \>>w  wma  '     Wh 

it  tin  ii,  Y..11  lokoowled^r  vniir-rlt"  li; 

...ii  m,t  told   i 
plied  tin   iftonithed  girl  ;   *  h.t 

lionnl     tin  in  in  ut»  lv     that      I 

eonld  not  be  deceived 

1  I    od  !    I'V  the   Luni,  L.r"«"l  '     II' 

i  lit  of  spleen,  but   nobody  believed  him  ;    md 

the   itor]    ftbout    th<    paper*    was   niv   own    in\ 

iih„; 

Louisa  withdrew  Iht hand,  ind  Cavendiah  m- 
stantl\  itopped  the  hone  :  the  itorm  had  paised, 

the  <:iliii   had  l(  .1,  ami   tin    I D   had   I 

be  looked  hei  in  the  hoe  i  ith  the 

of  power,  ami.  leizing  ber again,  said,  '  Either  \ 

haml.    <»r  ymir  limmur  '"      >h«    Lra\<'  it  trembling 
it  was;    ami  (  "a\rmlMi  mistook   I  :hat  which 

e  IV. .in  icorn,  or  th<  ion  of  tonchin 

\ip<  :        \>w    tin-    \illain  lucanif  a  In. hi    man,   i 

he  held  h<-r  firm])  in  hii  power;  the  truth,  winch 

he  certain]  believed 

finned,  ind  h  rom  th< 
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lating  lover  to  the  imperative  master.  Her  story 
was  easily  to  be  confirmed  ;  he  had  her  firmly  in 
the  web,  and  his  revenge  was  certain.  He  hated 
Harry  for  the  word  6  coward'  which  had  been 
directed  at  him  by  his  victim  ;  he  had  taken  his 
money,  he  had  cheated  him  of  that,  and  now  he 
would  rob  him  of  his  mistress. " 
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••  1 1  i  i    qo(  before  three  o'clock  on  1 
niorniiiLr  that  Cavendish  and  hii  victim  armed  ;tt 

Spa.      The  but)    hum  of  men    was  hushed   in 
pose,  md  the)  alighted  at  the   Hotel  de  Flandre 
without   being  noticed;    the  man    to   whom  tin- 
hursrs  l)el«>nged  was  aroused  by  tin-  tread  of  the 
animals,  and,  opening  th<  ut- 

I.    admitted    the   tired   an<  1   jaded 
I  lish  assisted  Louisa  to  dismount,  and  would 

have  laluted  ber  on  parting  had  ihe  n«»t  withdrawn 

elf;  and  without  offering  bei  band,  ihe  ("Idly 
n  |m  it.  d.   •  good   night,1  and  n  tin  d  t<»  bei  own 

ii.     The  maid  startli  >  r  mistre>s 

in    inch   ■   disordered   Btatr  :    her  u <l 

swollen  in. in  tears,  ber  bail  1  n i n lt   in  long  lo< 
from  which  the  moisture  wai  avt.il]  dropping — Iter 
riding  hat    was   indented   m   front,    I  it    was 
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covered  with  mud,  and,  in  the  only  place  which 
might  have  defied  the  dirt,  was  the  strong  print  of 
a  hand.  The  other  party,  some  of  whom  lived  in 
the  same  hotel,  had  returned  by  ten  o'clock  ;  and 
it  certainly  did  appear  very  strange  to  the  strong 
intellect  of  the  waiting  and  inquisitive  servant, 
that  all  the  ladies  should  have  so  suddenly  de- 
serted her  mistress,  and  left  her  to  the  protection 
of  a  stranger  on  a  dark  night  over  a  barren  coun- 
try. The  many  questions  put  to  her  mistress 
were  answered  in  one  answer,  and  unfortunately 
she  blended  a  falsehood  with  the  truth. 

" '  She  had,'  she  replied,  '  left  the  waterfall 
with  the  rest  of  the  party  ;  but  in  riding  over  the 
hill  the  horse  had  shied  and  she  been  thrown,  and 
that  a  Mr.  Cavendish,  as  she  was  rather  hurt,  had 
advised  the  rest  to  ride  forward  to  avoid  the  im- 
pending storm,  whilst  he  Avould  remain  and  walk 
by  her  side  until  she  reached  home  :  the  rain  had 
so  swollen  the  river  that  they  could  not  pass,  and 
thus  she  had  been  detained  until  this  late  hour.' 

"  '  Why  ma'am,1  replied  the  inquisitive  maid, 
'  you  must  have  been  thrown  after  the  storm  be- 
gan, for  the  habit  is  covered  with  mud  ;  and  dear 
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!ll<\    why    1  ik     Of   :i    ll.'Ui'l    rouinl    J( 

I       ipjio-r  you   rode  holm-/ 

•■  Louisa  saw  the  •  had  committed,  ami 

bet    rii.ti'l  the 

change  in  lur  mi-tr<->\  manner;  as  when  th< 
garni' nt     were  L,    which    we   who  relate 

the   anted  dly  kn  name,    no    con- 

ion  was  risible,  no  marks  in  Mack  array  « 
firmed  the  statement,  no  aflamed  the  -kin, 

no  blood  oozed  from  any  wound.     P  lk- 

ed  op  itain  firmly  and  well  ;  and  if  she  had  bt 

injured  as  to  be  five  hours  behind  her  com- 
pany in  a  di  «»t'  only    nine  miles  in  all, 
some   mark  would  have  been  1<  ft  to  the 
truth,  some  expression  of  pain  would  1 
<  .1,    some  liniment    would  ha                                 m«l 

red :  but,  instead  of  this, 
deep  iped  her ;   h<  i  '1  with 

II  r  whole  manner  was  hurried  ami  confui 

*  I  am  afraid,  ma'am/  continued  the  d 
eery  much  hn  I         anything  I 

td     n  liefC    the    p  iiii  !     il    it     your    hack,    ma'am, 

aa.1 
\  mind,    M  •   .    I    shall  be  better 
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morrow;  do  leave  me.  I  will  put  my  hair  in 
paper.  You  must  be  very  tired  ;  good  night,  and 
don't  let  anybody  disturb  me  in  the  morning. 
There  go,  that 's  a  good  creature,  for  I  feel  very 
tired,  and  cannot  talk.1     The  servant  retired. 

"  It  was  said  by  a  great  and  good  man,  that  every 
night,  when  he  retired  to  rest,  he  passed  before 
him  every  word  he  had  uttered,  every  action  he 
had  committed,  every  sentence  he  had  read  ; — thus 
he  habituated  himself  to  stand  in  judgment  on 
his  conduct :  and  whilst  he  censured  the  slight- 
est levity,  and  prayed  for  forgiveness,  he  con- 
gratulated himself,  and  thus  received  his  reward, 
for  the  good  he  had  done,  the  learning  he  had 
acquired,  the  virtue  he  had  practised,  and  the 
forgiveness  he  had  extended.  That  this  is  a 
wholesome,  useful  watchfulness  over  ourselves  is 
evident ;  and  if  repentance  is  the  first  step  towards 
forgiveness,  self-examination  is  the  shield  from 
crime. 

"  Sleep,  that  blessing  'which  covereth  a  man 
all  over  like  a  blanket,1  came  not  to  cover  the 
approaches  of  horror :  conscience,  the  busy  sen- 
tinel over  virtue,  searched  in  vain  for  its  charge, 
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and  reproached  it-  inattenti  reminding  the 

•      proj)  i)--.         I  low      cli:i!rj.  d      «|| 

all  around  ber ! — n<>  longer  the  fa*cinal        I. 

WOuld   I),-   the    |>nd<-   «»r  tin-   «n\y  of   hei  :i<  < | uni n t- 

e,  no  longer  would  the  world  court  h 
hex  own  breaal   wai  her  and  hex 

own  aba  nt,  distracted  maimer,  would 
become  rfie  principal  evid<  kinsther.     [nvain 

she  endeavoured  to  i        ire  herself;  when  people 
have  once  lost  their  own  este<  m,  all  the  wordi  and 

all  the  work-  ofthe  wmld  can  in  She 

turned,  and  turned  in  her  mind  the  proper 
to  be  pursued  ;  and  finally  resolved  upon  declar- 
ing b<  i  i  indisposed  to  qui!  hex  chamber 

r  own    maid,  and    I 

i no      positive    ordexi    thai    Mi.  ( iavendiah 
should  not   be  admitted.     It'  Mam  intended  to 
,m,  twenty-four  houxi  would  not  elapse  with- 
out i  letter  i    if  not,  ihe   revived  t<»  iter 
situation  to  hex  landlord;  leave  all   her  clot] 

in  In-  cate  ;  t  afficienl  mo 

hex  to    I '       .    and,  like  the  houselet 

adn.i--i<»n    :il    that    <!<>.. r    t'n.m    which    -lie    i 

eloped,  and   nv hull   was  im'W   closed  against  I 
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With  these  determinations  she  became  more 
quiet :  she  saw  it  was  useless  to  cower  at  a  danger 
from  which  she  could  not  escape  ;  and  equally 
impolitic  would  it  have  been  to  have  put  on  the 
face  of  assurance,  when  her  female  friends  had 
united  against  her,  and  pretty  plainly  demonstrat- 
ed the  course  they  intended  to  pursue. 

"  Daylight  dawned,  the  usual  hour  of  rising  came, 
—  and  noon  appeared ;  her  maid  had  obeyed  her 
orders,  and  had  devoted  her  morning  to  the  laud- 
able exercise  of  her  inquisitorial  talents.  She 
had  elicited  from  the  commissionaires  the  cer- 
tainty that  her  mistress  did  not  leave  the  water- 
fall with  the  rest  of  the  company,  and  she  was 
not  slow  in  observing  that  although  she  had 
met  one  or  two  of  the  ladies  themselves,  yet  that 
no  inquiries  were  made  concerning  her  mistress, 
or  of  the  injury  she  might  have  sustained  by  her 
fall.  She  knew  that  this  was  unusual  in  civilized 
society,  and  she  very  soon  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  her  mistress  was  no  better  than  she  ought 
to  be.  Mary  was  a  rather  hard-featured  woman, 
of  about  four-and-twenty,  and  joined  to  a  face 
none    the  better  for    the    attack    of  small-pox 
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iolent    irascibility  of  t«in| 
failing    winch    the    G  II 

Aural  composition  "t  women. 
having   put  that  and    ill  tlicr,  nodded 

ciously,  and  resolved  t»>  in  h<r 

m  until  x|i<  led. 

••  In  the  llntrl  de  Flandrc  then  .'lr.-tw.,- 
ca*«  to  the  enl  at©  tin 

\;ml.  and  which  do  one  can  taeend  without  ob 
ration   from  tin-  ry,    or 

vanti ;    the  othei  icing  the  front  « i« ►« »r. 

uj>   01  down  winch   a  dot  ra   might   plftl 

nt  Leap  thout  :i  chanc<  I  1 1 « \ 

liotli     Irail    to    :i    |  which 

.  and  «»n  the  other  the  bedn 
and,   af   many  occupy  l><>th    tl,  c   and   the 

next,    any    intrude  i    n  ibout   without 

picion,  oi  without 
ed  ai  an  interloper. 

■•  h  was    noon,  when  ■  Blighl  tap  al   the   *1» »» .r 
!  in   her  un<  mil 

:is   it    \  Icntlv  .   for  tl  I 

thin  to  exclude  the  I 
l\  used  l>ut   in  wij 
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be  her  servant,  and  without  further  hesitation 
she  pronounced  '  Come  in,'  quite  audibly  enough 
to  convince  the  forward  Mr.  Cavendish  that  he 
had  made  no  mistake  in  the  room,  for  he  had 
squinted  into  the  different  chambers,  the  open 
doors  of  which  invited  his  peeping  propensities ; 
and  being  thoroughly  satisfied  that  Louisa  had 
not  ventured  forth,  he  resolved  to  visit  her  in 
her  bed-chamber,  or  wherever  else  he  could  find 
her. 

"  Louisa,  who  little  suspected  that  surprise,  was 
extended  in  that  careless  attitude  to  which  most 
resort  when  suddenly  awoke,  and  when  the  heat 
is  almost  insupportable.  Her  hands  were  placed 
over  her  eyes,  as  if  to  exclude  the  light,  which 
was  painful  from  its  sudden  admission ;  and 
charms  unrivalled  were  not  wholly  concealed, 
either  by  the  dress  or  the  covering.  Cavendish 
saw  and  gazed,  and  he  must  have  been  more 
than  man  who  could  have  turned  from  the  fairest 
picture  Nature  ever  painted.  She  withdrew  her 
hand ;  and  there,  leaning  over  the  bed,  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  her  and  glaring  with  passion,  stood 
her  betrayer,  her  worst  enemy,  Cavendish. 
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"  Those    charms  were  instantly   concealed, — a 
IWoVet  bhtshsufttted  lirr  checks,  and  th  _-ht- 

/\r\  saw  at  IBM  tl.  I   and  the  determina- 

tion of  the  villriin.      ^h^tffftT  found  woi 
force    to    !  ,    and    danred    the    intnuler 

in-tantly  to  withdraw.      Cavendish  1  :<>i  th. 

command,    bv(  'it    to   the  violence  «>f  his 

excited   appetite    in    words    indecent   ami    bail  | 
rons.      He  had  slmt    the  dour.  and  now  kc  locked 
it  ;    and    lien,    with    qUTCriag   lip,    he    thus   ad- 
dressed  his  victim.      Holding  hisfiogCT  to  his  llM 
as   if  to    impose   silence,    he   <p<>ke   in    a  whiapaf 
low  wt  audible,  whilst  a  tremor  agitated  his  hody. 
1  Id  ir  me.*  s;ii*l  lie,  taking  her  hand, — 'hear  BM, 
or  court  \o\irown    ruin.      The  door   is    lacked — 
we   arc  alone  ;  and   if  through   false  d« 
alarm   your   neighbours,  what  will  be   the  conse- 
quence   I    need   not   tell.       Louisa    to    be   found 
in    her  bed,  and    I    ley  her    side  |    consider    bd 
you   act    hastily.     The   M-rvant  who  will  DOOM  will 
find    his  entrance   obstructed  ;    the    knowledge    of 

this  being  you   chamber  will  look  like  conni?- 

anc  r  late  ride  with  the   Strang 

posed  husband'*  absence.— 1  lush  !  hush  !  then- 

VOL      I  O 
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are  footsteps  along  the  passage ;  let  go  that  bell- 
rope,  and  listen  to  one  who  is  come  to  claim 
you  as  his  own.' 

"  <  Away,  away !  you  false  villain  P  replied  the 
spirited  girl ;  '  thus  and  thus  I  show  you  how 
little  I  heed  your  caution  or  your  falsehoods  !'  and 
saying  which,  she  rang  the  bell  with  violence. 
'  Now  stay,'  she  continued,  «  whilst  I  denounce 
you  as  a  thief  to  the  police ;  and  be  convinced 
by  this  act  how  little  you  have  to  expect  from 
Louisa  Stanhope, — who,  however  much  she  may 
be  fallen,  is  still  high  enough  to  despise  the 
creeping,  cringing  coward  who  thus  insults  her.' 

"  Footsteps  were  heard  along  the  passage, — the 
door  attempted,  and  found  locked.  Louisa,  call- 
ing her  maid  by  name,  desired  her  to  break  it 
open  ;  and  then  turning  to  Cavendish,  who  stood 
trembling  like  the  detected  ruffian  he  was,  she 
said  in  a  firm  voice,  *  Unlock  that  door,  sir.1 
He  did  as  he  was  desired,  and  the  maid  entered. 

" '  How  came  that  man,'  said  Louisa  with  a 
dignity  little  to  be  expected  under  such  circum- 
stances,— c  how  came  that  man  admitted  into  my 
bed-chamber  when  I  was  asleep?     Look  round 
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rooni,   Mary,  ami  sec  that   I  ha\«-  lofll  not)..: 
\ou   allow  him    to  escape;  and  d»-sirc   I 
landlord  to  come  hen-  directly/ 

M  A-tonishmcnt    at    tin*   very  suspicion    of    tin 
tin  -ft,    and    knowing   the    d  ful    attack 

on  tin*  Ki'i'post  d  wife  of  his  ded 

friend,  Cavendish  was  not  I  *  -i »  lt  in  iraulfing  open 

a  retreat  ;    and  as  Ik*  stepped   into   the  pajBBgn,  DC 

Of  the   ladies  who  had  so  civilly  desert  <  d 

I  tin*  day  before.     'The  darkened  room,  tin 

knowledge   that   Louisa  was  still    in   l>cd — OS,   at 
least,  had  not  appeared, — and   the  caul 
manner  Cavendish  avoided   all  communication, — 

t.iinly  did  not  take  from  the  conviction   already 

entertained,   that  their  former  icnieJi  had 

coninv.d    at    this    meeting    and    had    actuallv 
inaincd    m    her  lted-ehand)cr  in   order  to   meet    her 

saw  eoomaintaa< 

M  In  the   mean  tin:--   Mary's    mind  was    imt    m- 

She    h  id    -.  -  :     (  '  ivcndish  the  day  befi 

of  the  party  to  the  waterfall  ;  she  had  gleaned 

Mitlieiently   of  his    description    to    kttOl    th.a     In 

was    the    person    who    accompanied    her   n 

home;    she  had   1000   the  state  of  her  habit,  and 
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had  now  caught  him,  a  perfect  stranger,  in  the 
hotel,  in  the  bed-room,  with  the  door  fastened, 
and  her  mistress  not  yet  risen.  Strange  mis- 
givings rushed  over  her  mind — women  know  how 
quick  their  sex  are  at  backing  out  of  a  difficulty — 
and  Mary  considered  the  hasty  order  for  the 
master  of  the  house,  the  idea  of  the  theft,  as  so 
many  subterfuges  to  avoid  detection, — nay,  the 
very  confusion,  the  perfect  exhaustion  which  over- 
came her  when  she  saw  her  chamber  vacated 
by  Cavendish,  was  a  confirmation  in  the  mind 
of  the  servant  that  something  was  rotten  in  the 
state. 

"  It  was  some  time  before  Louisa  recovered 
herself  sufficiently  to  go  through  that  long  opera- 
tion of  the  toilet,  and  she  saw  that  her  maid 
was  far  from  being  the  ready,  obliging  servant 
she  had  ever  been ; — her  orders  were  sullenly, 
silently  obeyed ;  the  little  chatter  of  household 
scandal  and  womanly  surmises  were  hushed; 
and  Louisa  felt  most  poignantly  the  suspicion 
of  her  servant,  and  soon  resolved  to  remove  it. 

"  ■  It  is  very  odd,'  she  began,  '  how  that  man 
could  have  the  impudence  to  intrude  himself  into 
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my  l>cd-chamb»r,    and    1. 
the  door/ 
•■  ■  [     that   Mr.  ( *;i vt  n«  1  i -li ,  nui'.'ilii,  the  gCBtloi 

wh<  booM  with  jrou  Ittt  night  r*1  Mind  the 

int. 

u  •  1  replied   LotUM   \sitli  MOM   KcritltlOP  i 

M  hut   I   never  saw  him  before  yrstcrd 

Lord  I   then,1  nid  Miry,  *ho  bid  watched 

the  chillier  in  her  mi>tn>-\  eountenanec  in  tin 
looking-ghi^S  before  which  she  MM  sitting  and 
apparently    arniiiL:iiiL,r    her    front    air,     whilst     khu 

naniniifi  lerfinl  irai  hristing  the  back. — Lord  ' 

thru,  I  wonder  how  he  nine  to  bi  of  the 
partv  !• 

Hi     intruded    himself/     replied    LotUM : 

'fcc    H    an    old    friend    of   Many'-,    and    then: 
did  not  Wtit  tor  an  invitation/ 

W     U,  ::     am,    it   docs   a>toni>h    inc/   conti- 
nucd     the    maid,     'how    he    should     have     |uM 
this     was    your    room.       You    couldn't    ha\c    (old 
him  la>t  DJght  when  he    !  hand  roond  J\ 

waist  T 

.-..  Man  ' — what  l: 
is  tl. 
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"  '  Oh  !  none,  ma'am,  I  'm  sure ;  only  seeing  is 
believing,  like,  as  the  vulgar  people  say  ;  and  I 
have  left  the  mark  of  the  hand  upon  your  habit, 
you  see,  ma'am.1 

* '  Ha,  very  likely,  Mary,  for  he  lifted  me  on 
my  saddle  after  I  was  thrown.' 

"  ;  But  that,  ma'am,  was  before  the  storm  came 
on.' 

" '  It  would  better  become  you,  Mary,  to  pay 
attention  to  your  own  business  than  to  make  those 
kind  of  remarks.  If  I  account  for  it,  that  is  suffi- 
cient.' 

"  t  Ah  !  poor  dear  Master  Harry  !'  continued 
Mary,  c  if  he  knew  it, — and  the  very  day  after  he 
left  you  too, — it  would  break  his  heart,  that 's  what 
it  would.  Oh,  how  I  do  pity  him  !  that 's  what 
I  do.' 

"  '  I  'm  sure,'  replied  Louisa,  '  you  are  very 
kind  and  tender-hearted ;  but  it  occurs  to  me 
that  I  am  more  to  be  pitied  than  he  is.  I  wonder 
what  is  to  break  his  heart  ?' 

"  c  Oh  !  ma'am,  he '11  hear  it  all :  the  commis- 
siormaires  say  you  remained  behind  with  Mr. 
Cavendish,  the  servants  know  it  was  three  o'clock 
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win  Ii    you     calm-    hoiiic,    ;ui«l    I  "11    take    Iny    bflblfl 
h    I   fcaw    him    in   this  room  1m  ' 

out  of  bed.     You  need  not  look  so,  ma'am. — 
(        i       ik  the  truth !    N  the 

ladns   have  iiKjui!  r    vim;    and    if  you   had 

been  thrown,  of  course  they  would  have  done  so. 
W<||,  veil,  although  I  am  a  j>oor  servant,  I  know 
tth.it  \  right  ;  ami  I  should  !>♦•  much  obliged  to 
you.  lii.uiii,  to  take  this  a.s  a  warning.'' 

\     a  warning  of  what,  you  impudent  j I 
tell  me  directly/   said  LOU 

I  should   like   to  better  iuvmIT,   ma"am, —  1 
can't   stay  with   you    now  ;    and  vheH    Mr.   Harry 

nes  home,  he'll  know  it  all,  and  I  am  sure  he  "11 
leave  you  directly/ 

••  •  I  am  NN  you  uill  have  me  directly,' 
replied  hmwei.  with  all  the  calmnc»<  of  \irtue, 
(that  is  M    far  il   she  WSJ   innocent    in   the   point 

in  question,)  '  In  rack  inoolenee  1  will  i.<  Ar. 

Belter  would  it  have  been*  and  more  creditable, 

•  man    tu    haw    eosisted   another,    rutin  r 
than     to    haw    forsaken    her    DlSStieiOj    i vi -n 
she  been  in  err 

II  I  '    ■,  ma'am  ;   1  m  \«  r  ihould 
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character  if  I  remained  with  you  now.  All  the 
servants  below  have  been  a-talking  about  last 
night's  business,  and  some  of  them  say  you  never 
were  the  wife  of  poor  dear  Mr.  Harry,  and  two  of 
the  ladies  saw  the  gentleman  come  out  of  the 
room  just  now.' 

u  '  Leave  me  directly ;  go  out  of  the  room  this 
instant,  Mary.1 

"  <  Oh  yes,  ma'am  ;  but  I  knows  what  I  knows — 
thank  God  I  have  got  a  clear  conscience.  I  hope 
you  werVt  much  hurt  by  your  fall  last  night, 
ma'am  ?  If  you  don't  require  the  month's  warning, 
I  hope  you  '11  pay  me  my  wages  to-day,  and  it 's 
not  Mary  Lancing  who  will  trouble  you,  miss, 
much  longer,  I  '11  be  bound  for  it, — that's  what  I 
will.'  And  thus,  very  unlike  the  sounds  of  har- 
monious music  gradually  diminishing  in  the  dis- 
tance, did  this  insolent  Jezebel  make  herself  heard 
as  she  retired. 

"  '  Come  back,  Mary,'  said  Louisa.  The  maid 
obeyed.  '  Fasten  my  dress  behind;  and  tell  them 
to  take  breakfast  into  the  saloon.  Mind  what  I 
tell  you  :  if  I  find  that  you  add  one  word  to  your 
fellow-servants  below,  you  will  have  some  cause 
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to  r«  |»(  ni  c»f  it.     I  shall  not  discharge  you  until 

Mr.   1  lurry  r<  turn-,    in    Oldfli  thai   I  ma\   h«  ar 

Hint    tO  liini    the  UMCdofc     pi    Mr.  ( 'avrndijilui 

The  h«art  which  knows  its  ini. 

defies  the  ilandai  end  the  malice  of  tin-  world. 

N  "ii  will  >n  in  thii  room,  end  take  car 
no  QM  l-  admitted  into  the  BjOOOfl  ;  and  you  will 
desire  tin-  master  of  tin-  borne  to  have  another 
bed  placed  ben 

•The  (<»ul  mtiwrft  in  which  Looioa  pronouj 
theee   vetdi   bad   then  doe  efiect  upon    Mary, 
end  the  became  a  little-  less  disposed  to  be  b> 

<)U;u-i<.:. 

•  Looiaa  knoi  the  hasty  temper,  th< 
jealooj  teapot  oi  II  nrrj  \  end  in  an  instant 
eaw  tl,  .t  of  discharging  the  maid 

return.      Safe  in  her  own    innoo  be   bad 

resolved    <m     the     first    instant    of    bil    ill 
tell    the  whole   unvarnished   talc  and   to  Oil] 
maid  as  an  evidence  of  the  intrasjon  i     I 

dish  ;    and    srarcrh    had  this  forlorn   child    - 
fortune     matured    her    plan,    when     tlie    idea    | 

doe!    ai   the   Deccosar)    consequent    icarcd    her 
from  bet  intention,     However,  this  she  pan 
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by  the  reflection,  that  if  Harry  had  already  brand- 
ed Cavendish  as  a  coward,  little  would  the  latter 
heed  the  challenge.  In  all  probability  he  would 
decamp  upon  the  first  news  of  the  arrival ;  for 
the  man  who  seeks  by  words  and  deeds  to  ruin 
the  weak  and  to  insult  the  forsaken,  is  not  the 
hero  who  would  brave  the  battle  to  offer  satis- 
faction, or  to  court  danger  to  gratify  desire.  Ca- 
vendish was  a  systematic  liar ;  bold  before  those 
he  knew  to  be  weaker  than  himself, — a  coward 
in  his  heart,  a  villain  in  his  ideas. 

"  That  day  Louisa  was  neither  inquired  after  by 
her  former  associates,  nor  again  molested  by  her 
persecutor.  One  benefit  counterbalanced  the  other 
evil.  Her  worst  enemy  was  her  own  thoughts, 
her  worst  ally  her  own  maid ;  for,  in  spite  of 
advice  or  caution,  the  tongue  of  a  lady's  maid 
is  very  little  under  control  of  the  proper  authority, 
and  wag  it  will,  either  for  or  against  somebody. 

"  In  this  uncomfortable  dilemma  Louisa  remain- 
ed until  Tuesday  ;  and  four  times  had  Mr.  Caven- 
dish attempted  an  entrance  into  the  saloon,  but 
each  time  he  found  the  door  locked.  He  then 
turned  his  attack  upon  the  maid,  and  endeavoured 
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by  bribes  to  gain  her  over  tfl  bil  interest.     I 
In-  at    fir^t  failed  al-o  ;    lor  Mary  was  not  SO  I 
the  reports  were  gospel, — more  « Mp  -dally  M    . 
mi-tn-  a  calmness   of  spirit   which,    it 

all    WCTC    true,    she    must    ha\e    bsfl    BON    BBH 
woman   to  ha\e   commanded.       I  I 
DOSCd    kD  Will    (  avt-ndi-h,    and,  aft  E   scru- 

ple-, took  the  bribe*     <>n  thai  Tim-day  a  letl 

arrived   from    Harrv,  mentioning   his   probabl. 
rival  that  r\eninir.     The  letlei  nched  in  at: 

tionatr  leiuil,  ami  hiwtmg  hi-  having  drawn  lai 
Iv,  and    secured  Mitiicient    for  tlieir  future  warn 
ami,  in    conclusion,  intimated    his  firm   rceolutj 
OttCC  more  te  try  his   fortune   in   order  to  i 
hi-  losses.      Bet  eye  brightened  m  she  n 
tetter;  there  wis  a  marked  affection  throe 

iml   she  felt  tli.it  if  -he  could  but  wean  him  IV 
the  rata  of  dis-ipatmn  by  which    he  was  whirled 

m    the  giddy   round    of  gambling,   end    which 
would  inevitably  rack  him  down  ifl  tart,  bii  heart 

was    still    her-,     that    belt,  r    prospects    mi-ht    \ 
de>Wn — that    her    character  tin-lit     be    r  if 

not  entirely  -a\ed.      8  i  -he  finish*  d  tl 

letter  when  n  .  —  it 
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was  from  Cavendish.  She  hesitated  in  opening 
it.  At  first  she  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
place  the  letter  into  Harry's  hand,  with  a  solemn 
assertion  that  she  had  opened  it  not  knowing 
from  whom  it  came  ;  but  that  she  was  as  igno- 
rant of  its  contents  as  the  unborn  babe.  Then 
came  female  curiosity — certainly  rather  a  strong 
advocate  for  a  hasty  perusal,  and  then  appeared 
before  her  the  magnanimous  part  of  braving 
all  danger — she  felt  herself  secure  in  the  arrival 
of  Henry ;  and  therefore,  yielding  to  the  tempt- 
ation and  the  triumph,  she  resolved  to  gratify 
the  laudable  curiosity,  and  she  read  as  follows, 
wondering  as  she  read,  that  he  who  could  stoop 
to  the  low  artifices  he  had  practised  in  endeavour- 
ing to  corrupt  her  maid,  could  pen  such  a  letter, 
with  so  much  feeling  and  so  much  apparent  open- 
ness. 
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(  HAPTER  vii. 

•  •    I  )y  \  RM  i    Loi  i-  \. 

Thk  ilav  is    nearly  arrived  wh,  n,  it 

regard  a  mend  promieo,  yon  will  be  sunt.     I 
feci,  however,   thai  MOM  apologj  ii  due  to  j 

for    the    manner   l»v    which     I    obtained    that    jtp.- 

miee,  and  mv  conduct  since  «»ur  return  from  Coo. 
[|  my  bltBM  ii  i«»  be  attributed  to  me,  r< 
bei  tli.it  when  i  man  fovea,  hi-  reason  faeali 
him.  In   mea  but  one  object,  be  itrin 
hut   one  point — the  rarj  faculties  end  abilh 

with  irhich  <>"d    may    have  Messed    him   fall 
disuse,    ami    the  for    the 

obtained  alone  oocnpiei  In-  heart.  In-  mind,  his 
soul,  and  lu>  nenof]      M  fot  mv  un- 

inanly    lu-ha\i(>ur   i-    that    passion  ;    tor   my    intru- 
sion   into   joni   bed  chamber,   m\    loi  the 

culprit  j    my  uhi-pcrings  agam-t   JOUI 
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my  very  conspiracy  against  your  character,  were 
dictated  by  a  feeling  too  fond  to  fear  a  difficulty, 
and  too  sincere  to  be  turned   aside  without   a 
desperate   struggle.      In   this   confession   of  my 
love  receive  my  apologies  ;  it  is  a  virtue  more 
inherent  in  your  sex   than   in   ours  to  forgive. 
I  implore  you  now  to  consider  me  not  as  the 
conspirer  against  your  honour,  but  as  the  guar- 
dian and  protector  of  your  innocence.     Harry  is 
in    England:    a  reconciliation   has   taken   place 
with  his  father  upon  the  distinct  promise   that 
he  should  abandon   you ;    and   believe  me  that 
even  should  he  return,  his  object  would  be  to 
shake  off  the  incumbrance — to  rid  himself  of  the 
clog  which  he  considers  and  which  he  has  men- 
tioned   you   to   be    as   far  as   regards   himself. 
His  love  was  a  boyish  passion, — it  is  satiated, 
and  he  is  cloyed ;  you  were  his  victim,  and  you 
are  to  be  sacrificed :  but  my  affection  shall  con- 
sole you  for  the  loss  of  him  who  never  merited 
your  attachment,  and  my  sincerity  shall  be  proved 
in  the  many  years  I  trust  we  are  still  destined 
to   live   together.     To-morrow    I   claim   you   as 
mine ;  everything  shall  be  ready  to  convey  you 
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h c- n -  ur   bill    shall    1-     discharged,  and   y< 

my  own.     oil,  en  I  fofget  tint  ni  storms 

and  thunder,  when,  i-'l  in  i  I 

clocCi  and   doMt  t<>   my  booom,  giving  and 

riving    those    warm    and    envied    ki«  .ch 

ni"!.  archa  ought  be  proud  to  i  nj  I  which 

nepiied  dm  with  new  life,  mw  ■awepecta,  i 

new     j-iiji.yim nt-  '       It     nut!    be     y»ur    care    irn- 

liatdy  to  circulate   i    report  that  hi 
at    BcOfll Qttj  and    that    I    have    kindly   offered    my 
services  to  con  i  t«>  him.     ( hice  (reed  ft 

Spa,   my   reaadeeec   in  any   j>art  of  thia  world 
dependi  epos,  youraelf;  tout  choice  wiD  be  my 
guide,  your  wish   my  law.     I   cannot   conclude 
thia  letter,   Cox  whilst  I  write  it  I  teem  b 
preeeftce  and  lag  with  job.)  I  watch  with 

»turc   the  bright   Hash  of  thoee  dazaling  eyea, 
and  teem  t<»  catch  the  murmur- 
tlow   tr. iin  your  envied  lips.      /  will    m  ■ 

to  itn  a   reproach   agamat   your   i.u..<\    l 

iifwr  will  attempt  t<»  brcah  tin  chain  which  I 

has  entwined  around  ine  ;   and   the  more  adven 
may    pros    upon    \oii,    the    da*  r  1   will  BH 
in  I  Q| — the    MOfC 
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be  my  attachment.  Farewell  until  to-morrow  ! 
a  few  lingering  hours,  and  Cavendish  and  all  his 
fortune  will  be  at  your  feet.  Adieu,  adieu,  best 
and  fairest  of  God's  creatures  P 

"  She  placed  the  letter  in  her  bosom,  and 
heaving  a  deep  sigh,  threw  herself  upon  her  sofa. 
6  What  security,1  said  she,  '  has  a  woman — 
a  confiding,  sincere  woman — against  a  villain  like 
Cavendish?  Who  could  believe  this  letter  to 
be  as  false  as  the  villain's  heart  ?  But  happen 
what  may,  never  will  I  disgrace  myself  by  being 
the  mistress  of  an  unprincipled  gambler.'* 

"  Harry  returned.  Louisa  rushed  into  his  arms 
and  wept  for  joy.  Some  remnant  of  early  virtue 
still  clung  to  my  son, — even  he  could  not  re- 
strain his  tears ;  he  looked  at  her  with  one 
of  those  fond  impassioned  looks,  he  gave  way  to 
the  feelings  of  his  heart,  and  that  moment  was 
a  bright  spark  of  happiness  before  it  was  entirely 
extinguished.  To  Louisa's  questions  he  replied 
with  an  apparent  candour.  ,  He  had  been,  he  said, 
as  far  as  Antwerp  ;  and  there  he  managed  to 
procure  a  large   some  of  money,  which  he  had 
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placed    in    a    hank   at   Bras*  is    now   in 

afllm ace,    ind   igtin    the  nnilei   of   the   world 

lid  enliven   his  retreat.      Y«  i  was  tht  r»-   KM 
thing     M    '  10    hollow    in    Ins    manner    that 

I.-.  peeled  what  the  did  not  dan-  to  express. 

•  I  thought,1  Mid    she,    *  JOU    hid    been    in    Eng- 
land '■ 

••  The  colour  forsook  his  checks ;    I. 
with    I    hutj  None,      '  No;      I    did    not    darr   to 

•  ns  the  water,  tor  fear  my  father  ihoold  learn 
my  return — and  I."  he  added  in  a  playful  man- 
ner. '  be  made  ■  ptieoner.1 

•'  I'aNe,  unhappy,  un^enerom  he  had  I 

in  England  :    In-  had  discovered  that  I  was  in  the 
•itr.  |  he  learnt   from    my  hankers  the  injunc- 
tion- I  had  given   relative  t«»  the  non-payment 
hi<    checkl  ;    he    had   allowed    sufficient    tune    to 
elap  Ins  \ivu    to  and    return   from   Lai  _  dale 

House;    he    forged    my  name,  and   be    received 

ftvc   thousand  pounds  which    I  had   lodged   a  w< 
helu re     at     my    hankers  \    and    with    which    I    had 
intended  t«>  pureh  ic  addition   to   my  est  . 

Sec ,t,  Mr,    the  miseries — the    crimes    to  which 

M  .  1  marl) — w:\  ma 
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committed  a  murder  ;  he  had  broken  the  vow — the 
recorded  oath  taken  at  the  altar  of  his  God  ;  he 
had  forsaken  his  wife,  he  had  deceived  his  friend, 
he  had  ruined  the  virtuous,  he  had  plunged  a 
family  into  disgrace  and  misery,  he  had  violated 
the  law  of  God,  and  now  had  sacrificed  his  life  to 
the  laws  of  his  country ;  and  yet  was  he  young 
in  the  iniquity  which  he  afterwards  so  zealously 
pursued !  As  if,  indeed,  the  path  of  crime  was 
strewed  with  flowers  instead  of  thorns, — like  the 
tiger  which  has  once  tasted  human  flesh,  like 
the  bloodhound  that  has  once  sucked  human 
blood,  like  the  dog  which  has  once  pursued  its 
prey,  or  the  hungry  shark  which  follows  the 
pilot-fish  to  the  bait — so  followed  my  son  the 
disreputable  course  he  had  trodden — so  lingered 
he  on  the  road  to  ruin  and  destruction,  that  they 
both  overtook  him  before  he  had  the  courage  to 
4  turn  from  his  wickedness  and  live.'' 

"  *  Harry,  my  love,'  continued  Louisa,  '  you 
must  arm  yourself  to  hear  something  which  re- 
port has  busily  circulated,  and  which  will  stab 
your  generous  heart  to  the  core.' 

w  *  It  cannot  be  V  said  the  affrighted  youth ; 


i  mi:  hi  im.i>  OAlflnfll  I  I  * 

4  go  quick — the  rumour  could  not  have  readied  Spa 

already  !      Then  go,  Loui>a, — _"»,  jack  uj> 

Uling  directly  ;    I   will  di-  |    wc 

must   Dot   liiiL'  moment, — ill   tiding 

ten  h  tardy  is  sure/ — It   -.1- 

the   idea   of   the    forging    being    di  d    thai 

ihook  him. 

I  low  kind,  my  Harry,  thus  to  save  my 
character  ! — this  is  again  my  own  Harry!  Oh. 
how  I  have  longed  fiH  you  !  That  cruel,  cruel 
Cavmdi.sh  circulated  the  n  port,  and  every  one 
at  Spa  credits  it.' 

The    devil     blister     his    malicious    ton_ 
Hut  quick — if  I  am  suspected ' 

)'«•//,  deare-t    1  larry  .-" 

Why,  did  you  not  say  so  t — did   j 
say  the  report  had  reached  00 

••  !   What    report,  Harry  ?       V'ou  ai 

1.' 

I 

Bl   days   |gQ    (  .t\<  ndi-h    unma.sk>  ■  : 
JM  ' 

/  again  ;    it  cannot  be  !       \     ■   tell   me 

—  I  am  calmer,  more  collected  ; — the  \\<-rr- 
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journey,  the  pleasure  at  again  seeing  you,  my 
father's  letter,  all  deranged  me — I  was  dreaming, 
I  believe.  —  But,  darling,  Cavendish  you  were 
speaking  of,  that  imp  of  the  devil — what  of  him  ? 
What  has  he  said  that  the  town  should  credit, 
or  that  I  should  fear  ?' 

"  4  You  must  be  cooler,  more  collected,  Harry, 
before  I  begin  ;  I  will  not  distress  you  the  first 
hour  of  your  arrival :  no,  this  moment  is  for  love 
returned, — and  as  I  cling  round  your  neck,  and 
kiss  you  thus,  and  thus,  I  feel  all  my  cares 
removed,  all  my  wrongs  redressed.  But,  Harry, 
we  had  better  leave  Spa  directly ;  and  perhaps 
it  were  better  now  to  settle  the  account  than  to 
risk  it  until  to-morrow.1 

"  '  That  I  was  prepared  to  do,  and  you  speak 
wisely  in  recommending  the  payment  of  the 
account;  for  we  gamblers  are  rich  and  honest 
one  moment,  poor  and  ungenerous  the  next.1 

"  '  Tell  your  maid  to  get  ready,  and  I  will 
ring  for  the  bill  this  instant/ 

"  *  Mary,'  said  Louisa  as  the  maid  entered  the 
room,    '  you  must  pack  up  our  things  to-night, 
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for  we  leave  Spa  to-morrow  morning  early.      Now 

don't  idle  the  lane,  l>ut  !>«•  <^»i i<.-k ." 

"  *  Am  I,  ma'am,  to  pack    up  thintrs 

o  :  dr.  \uu  |o  togethei 

To  be  -'ire  we  <l".'  replied  llarn.      *  What 
would    yon    have    |    man    travel    in 
and  his  wife  and  his  Iwggagg  in  aimtl 

••  •  ( '.  -rtainly  not,'  continued  Mary;  *  l>ut  1 
have  told  Miss — I  bag  JTOHI  pardon — Mrs.. — that 
I  should  provide  iny-elf  with  another  place,  and 
I  hope  >he  will  not  require  the  month. ' 

Indeed  I    and  pra\ ,  Mary,  what   may  he  tl.e 
rc.i>on  of  your  sudden  departure  p1  asked   Harrv. 

I  my  character,  Mr.'  replied    tin-   ini- 

pudent  creature.      '  1 1  people    like   Miet 

I.  "lisa,  wc  cannot  gel  another  place  !   but  I  lady 
hen\    who    knows    that    I     WU    i-norant    who 

.-   offered  t«>  take   mo  ;   and   ^«»,  sir,  if  you 
pl6BM  to   pay  me   my  wages  I  >han't   trouhle    j 
to  take  me  awa\  with  you.' 

u  •  WktA *l  kkk  r*  said  Harry,  looking  at 
Louisa. 

llif  pHjin,   Man,    and    do    tj    1    told 
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you/  When  alone  tfith  Harry,  she  explained 
the  story  concerning  the  Coo  party ;  but  she 
neglected  to  state  the  whole  truth,  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  save  a  personal  rencontre :  she  had 
suppressed  the  late  ride,  and  the  insult  offer- 
ed to  herself.  Harry  stamped  and  raved,  not 
for  the  actual  discovery  so  much  as  that  it 
might  lead  people  to  watch  their  movements. 
To  shake  off  Louisa  was  his  only  idea  :  for  him- 
self, he  was  provided  with  a  false  passport ;  he 
could  easily  pursue  his  journey  to  Italy,  under 
the  inserted  name  of  Rockingham ;  whilst  those 
who  pursued  him,  if  such  pursuit  occurred,  would 
follow  his  proper  name,  to  whatever  place  the 
forlorn  Louisa  might  bend  her  steps.  This  had 
been  his  plan,  and  this  he  had  matured  in  his 
journey  from  Antwerp.  Here  was  an  opening ; 
time  was  scarce,  the  forgery  would  be  dis- 
covered, and  he  knew  that  the  hounds  of  justice 
would  scent  his  track.  His  face  betrayed  the  blaek 
malignity  of  his  heart ;  he  walked  to  and  fro — 
he  answered  not  the  inquiries  of  Louisa,  who, 
watching  every  working  of  his  countenance,  con- 
tinued weeping  in  anxious  suspense. 
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I     rendiah  never  §aw  you  bafogey1  he  at  last 

Ijcirnn  ;     -von    moat    ha.  D    bin    Mat    en- 

intnt,  Louisa,  or  he  would  not  have  dared 

to  have  divulged  wliat  I  so  iingnaided] y  utter.  «1. 

I  \m    lipi  will   I  learn    tin-   truth   this  inhUmt, 

and    l"         I   return  1  will   have   hthatnud 

Bat  depth  of  this  intn.  Take   can-   of  i 

until  I  cmnr  btch  :  if  it  is  as  I  susp- 

we  part    fix  BfH  to-morrow  momiiiL'." 

M  The  clouds  of  mi-fortune  which  had  colh 

r    the   devoted  head  of  L  I  MM 

about    to    hur^t.      She    threw  hcr-elt    OV    the    sofc 

md  vent   to   the  bitterness  of  bat  feelings. 

i        1 1 in )  she  had  sacri fu«  d 

4  Sta  ti,  henvcti,  in.uik.iiKl,  her  own  esteem  ;' 

B&d   now  to  l)o  Mi<j>ec  ted,    now   to   be  cast   like 

a  lu  .   to  mt   in    negligence — mavhap 

wander    a    convicted    prostitute   o\er   the    | 

■  »f    the    earth    to  rned    from    the   door    she 

bad  ter — to  be  a  houseless  vagrant, 

a  byword  and  a  aootn  ! 

•  The  interview  with  Cavendish  VM  dMft       He 

advunei  d    wli.u  llarn    was    too   ready    t.»    ( redit  : 

n  bim  wia  elicited  the  late  ride,  and  with  it 
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the  assertion  that  Louisa  had  proposed  it ;  that 
from  her  light  behaviour  her  company  had  desert- 
ed her ;  that  he  had  been  admitted  into  her  bed- 
chamber ;  and  that,  in  fact,  it  was  useless  to 
quarrel  about  a  girl  who  was  unworthy  of  credit. 
Cavendish  put  the  question  in  the  darkest  point 
of  view — the  impossibility  of  the  sudden  desertion 
of  the  females  if  something  had  not  occurred, 
and  that  since  that  day  not  one  had  called  upon 
her.  He  used  every  endeavour  to  persuade 
Harry  to  desert  her,  and  advised  him  to  examine 
the  maid  as  a  confirmation  of  his  statement. 

"  Mary  was  loquacious  when  her  opinion  was  re- 
quired. The  disordered  state  of  the  dress,  the  con- 
fusion of  the  story  relative  to  the  fall,  the  print  of 
the  hand  round  the  waist,  and  her  solemn  oath 
that  on  entering  the  room  she  found  Mr.  Caven- 
dish by  the  bed-side,  the  door  having  been  locked, 
and  she  desired  not  to  disturb  her  mistress  until 
she  was  summoned ; — to  a  naturally  jealous  man 
this  would  have  excited  painful  suspicions ;  but  to 
a  man  resolved  to  part  from  a  woman,  and  who 
considered  his  own  safety  as  compromised  as  long 
as  his  name  remained  the  same,  and  so  long  as  his 
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to  be  seated;  he  repulsed  her  advance,  and  he 
checked  even  the  current  of  affection.  c  Louisa," 
he  said,  '  we  must  part  for  ever.  I  could  have 
borne  much — nay,  more  than  most  men ;  but  when 
I  think  of  the  sacrifice  I  made  for  you — when  I 
see  before  me  the  attenuated  form  of  my  wife 
rising  now  to  mock  me  for  my  base  abandonment 
of  her,  and  rebuking  me  for  my  violated  oath,  for 
one  who  has  now  deserted  me,  or  has  caused  me 
by  her  shameless  behaviour  to  become  an  outcast 
in  my  own  home,  and  who,  in  her  selection  of  a 
betrayer,  has  taken  the  only  man  on  earth  hated 
and  despised — a  man  who  was  and  is  a  gamester 
and  a  villain  !  I  can  neither  forgive  nor  forget 
the  insult.  Louisa,  we  must  part.  Your  guilt ' 

" '  Oh,  no,  no,  no  !  Hear  me,  Harry  !  By  hea- 
vens, I  am  as  innocent  as  unspotted  snow,  saving 
in  the  sacrifice  I  have  made  to  you  P 

"  '  What !  can  guilt  and  impudence  be  carried 
so  far  ? — But  it  is  useless.  Did  you  not  remain 
behind  until  dark  at  Coo  to  ride  alone  over  those 
desert  hills  with  Cavendish  ?? 

"  '  No,  never :  it  is  true  I  did  wait,  and  it  is 
true  he  rode  home  with  me.1 
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■ 
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the  confirmation  of  the  report, — you  have  agreed 
to  abandon  me,  to  screen  yourself,  and  you  have 
basely  consented  to  sacrifice  the  innocent  to  save 
the  guilty. — But,  Harry,  you  are  ill.  Oh  pardon 
me  the  words  your  sneer  forced  from  me  !  take 
me  again  to  your  arms,  confide  in  me,  and  life  it- 
self should  be  wasted  in  serving  you.  Oh,  Harry, 
Harry,  remember  me  as  I  was  when  I  first  yielded 
to  your  love  ! — think  of  the  ruin  I  have  spread  over 
my  aged  parents,  and  how  the  daughter  on  whom 
all  kindness  was  lavished  has  brought  her  mother's 
grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave  !  Remember 
that  it  was  under  the  most  solemn  promise  of  my 
marriage,  should  death  free  you  from  the  being 
you  deserted — that  was  the  last  persuasion  which 
shook  my  resolution  ;  and  now,  oh  shame,  shame  ! 
to  listen  to  a  man  you  have  branded  as  coward — 
to  heed  the  whisper  of  an  impertinent  maid,  when 
I  stand  here  to  vindicate  my  own  suspected  cha- 
racter V 

"  Harry  was  staggered  at  the  boldness  of  the 
appeal,  and  as  the  guilty  are  always  timid,  he  did 
not  bear  the  look  of  innocence  without  faltering. 
Now  he  felt  it  more  requisite  than  ever  to  break 
from  her  ;  he  uttered  in  a  low  voice,  '  It  is  useless, 


mi:    Ri  [NED  G  '■ 

I .         — the  pro* 

increduloui  would  wav<       I  ••  lay- 

'!.'      I 
known   that    ihf    who   s'U'rinV. -I 
to  in.    at  t!  am  virtue  1 

until  mother  I  r  mind     I 
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heavens !  and  by  a  strange  hand.  Let  us  see  who 
is  the  favoured  swain  of  my  innocent  Louisa.— 
Ah,  from  Cavendish  !  Lovers1  letters  begin  any- 
where ; — what  "s  this  I  read  ! — "  Can  I  forget  that 
night  of  storms  and  thunder,  when,  encircled  in 
my  arms,  I  hugged  you  closer  and  closer  to  my  bo- 
som, giving  and  receiving  those  warm  and  envied 
kisses" Hence,  horrible,  false,  perjured,  im- 
pudent woman  !  thus  I  destroy  the  evidence  against 
you.' 

"  '  Oh,  Harry,  tear  it  not, — save  it,  save  it  ! 
The  first  part  will  prove  my  innocence.  Justice, 
justice,  —  Harry,  even  the  murderer  is  not  denied 
that  r 

"  '  Away, — your  very  breath  is  pollution  since 
you  breathed  upon  that  villain !  —  Kisses  given 
and  received, — the  very  letter  warmed  near  her 
treacherous  heart,  and  not  one  word  said  about 
the  correspondence  ! — Go,  go  V 

"  '  Oh,  where — where  can  I  go  ?  Hear  me, 
Harry,  I  implore  you  V 

"  *  Go  anywhere,  rather  than  in  my  footsteps. 
Unhand  me,  I  say  !  What  still  clinging.  Then 
thus,  thus  I  rid  myself  of  my  burthen — of  the 
falsest,  the  most  treacherous  of  females  f 
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riches ;  he  who  is  accustomed  to  throw  down  hun- 
dreds upon  one  chance  is  not  likely  to  inspect  a 
bill,  or  quarrel  about  its  amount.  I  feel  myself 
overpowered  by  my  exertion  now,  and  therefore 
shall  become  a  borrower  on  your  hospitality  for 
another  day.  But  we  must  leave  Louisa  to  her  des- 
tiny until  the  fate  of  my  Harry  shall  be  disclosed. 
Good  night,  Robert !  I  hope  the  lesson  already 
given  may  not  be  useless ;  and  when  you  pass 
before  your  mind  the  memory  of  Louisa,  prepare 
yourself  for  the  natural  consequence  of  one  false 
step  in  a  woman's  life." 


Ilii  III 
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"  We  left  my  son,"  the  old  gentleman  re- 
sumed, "  flying  from  Louisa,  and  endeavouring 
to  fly  from  himself.  That,  however,  is  no  easy 
matter;  and  the  man  who  bears  about  him  an 
eternal  hell  in  his  own  conscience,  never  knows 
the  comfort  of  one  moment's  ease  ; — he  is  haunted 
by  the  remembrance  of  his  crimes,  he  becomes  a 
coward,  he  fears  the  glance  of  the  stranger,  and  in 
every  bush  imagines  an  officer.  Harry  had  now 
assumed  the  name  of  Rockingham — as  such  he  was 
designated  on  his  passport,  and  he  determined  to 
vary  his  route  in  such  a  manner  as  to  dodge  any 
pursuer.  He  had  left  his  servant  behind  at  Spa, 
and  passing  through  Aix-la-Chapelle,  he  directed 
his  course  towards  Cologne,  alone.  At  Cologne 
he  hired  a  domestic,  something  between  a  cou- 
rier and  a  rascal,  and  having  shipped  himself  and 
his  carriage  he  proceeded  by  the  Rhine  some  few 
leagues,  when  he  landed  again,  and  taking  post- 
horses  made  all  despatch  towards  France,  through 
which  he  travelled  until  he  arrived  at  Cleremont,  a 
village  between  Amiens  and  Paris,  and  not  fre- 
quented, although  in  the  high  road,  by  many  tra- 
vellers. 

"  His  first  care  was  to  get  the  English  papers 
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out,  ami  gave  the  directions  for  it<  l.< 
consequently  nothing  wai  ever  known  <>i 

.  ind  y..ii    an-    the   only   li 
LB  a  j>artmr  in  tin 

\  Efficient  time  had  elipaed,  ii 

to   lull   him   into  security,  my  son  dcapatched 
servant  to  Tans   to   make  diligent   inquiries  ooa> 
big   the   family  of  the  StanhojHS  ;    ami  i 
rd    that    they    ha«l    long    lioO  I  '  ml 

in  Ron  ded  on  tl 

lution   of  returnimr  to  tl..    I 
tropolift.      H'    I    ok   up   his  (juarters  m  r      Iktel 
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Mirabeau,  in  the  Rue  de  la  Paix,  and  seemed 
resolved  to  husband  his  remaining  resources. 

"  At  this  time  my  wife  died.  She  had  en- 
deavoured to  trace  her  son  ineffectually  ;  and  I, 
enraged  as  I  was  against  him  for  his  shameless  be- 
haviour to  me,  wished  her  not  to  succeed.  I  had 
hoped  that,  deprived  of  money,  and  now  awake  to 
his  misguided  mode  of  life,  he  would  have  re- 
turned  like  a  second  prodigal  son,  and  sued  for  for- 
giveness :  I  therefore  kept  back  my  wife's  letters, 
little  dreaming  that  her  end  was  so  near. 

"  She  died  of  the  sudden  rupture  of  a  blood-ves- 
sel. She  had  been  my  companion  for  twenty-five 
years ;  and  although  we  may  have  occasionally  dif- 
fered in  opinion,  yet  we  never  once  quarrelled,  or 
allowed  the  sun  to  go  down  upon  our  displeasure. 
Her  words  were  few  after  the  accident,  but  those 
were  all  for  her  lost  Harry.  She  exacted  a  solemn 
promise  of  my  forgiveness,  and  she  urged  me  to 
inculcate  virtue  in  the  breast  of  her  son.  In  the 
very  agonies  of  death  her  voice  feebly  gurgled, 
'  My  son,  my  son  !'  and  as,  in  the  last  floating 
vision  of  the  imagination,  she  stretched  forth  her 
arms  to  press  him  to  her  heart,  she  died  and  left 


nit.   ki  i  \mi  il  i 

DM  llone    in    the    world.      Tl  I  detail 

in  1  d,  for  ii.  was  ii"! 

•  •in  tell,  who  btl  1  it,  the  Ion  Od 

irfao  t<  .r  a  «ju.irti  r 

r  li«nirl v  cojnpenion,who  haa  i 
■ad  relieved  then — who  has  assuage!  tin-  fevi  r  <•! 
licknees,  ami  oomfbrted  the  wounded  in   >|»irit. 
I '  <\   has  -  .1  day,  and   night,   night ; 

nru-r  lias  the  morning  dawned  withoni 
for  Iht,  <>r  my  evening1!  address  to  the  Almighty 

a  offered  without  recurrence  to  Iht  name;  and 
it  the  lupplicationi  of  an  infirm  pilgrim  I" 
lav-  down  bis  -tad'  and  -crip  be  ible  in  I 

t ol   II'  sven,  the  -hall  know  the  affection 
Iht  husband,  she  ihalJ  r<  hi*  DTS 

Dal  salvation/1 
It  was  Botne  time  before  the  aged  cong) anion 

i  'I     hi]  illicii-iill v    to    procrol,    ami 

Ro  ;an  t<»  in-  apprehensive  that  ti 

had   overpowered  him.     Hi-  rallied,  in 

a  quarter   of  an   hour,  ami    H  •  »1  him 

ii.»t  t.»  continne  tin-  recital  which  canned  bin  so 
much  pain,  ami  which  so  agitated  In-  mind. 
u  U  ;    m\  duty,"  he  replied, — M  yon  nnat  i 
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all ;  the  time  may  come  when  your  knowledge  of 
these  truths  may  be  beneficial  to  you.  I  am 
better  now,  and,  thank  God,  have  passed  one 
of  the  most  wretched  periods  in  the  anecdote 
of  my  unfortunate  existence  ;  and  now  for  the 
end.  In  the  end  of  Harry,  how  often  have  I  used 
the  words  of  the  great  poet, 

1  In  all  thy  visitations,  gracious  Heaven  ! 
Save  me,  oh  save  me  from  that  dreadful  curse, 
A  disobedient  child !' 

and  sometimes  have  I  been  so  wicked  as  almost  to 
arraign  the  justice  of  Providence  in  having  cursed 
me  with  an  ungrateful  boy.  The  usual  announce- 
ment in  the  papers  met  the  eye  of  Harry ;  and 
it  is  one  redeeming  virtue,  amidst  the  multitude 
of  his  sins,  that  he  dropped  a  tear  for  the  me- 
mory of  his  departed  parent.  It  appeared  by 
some  letters,  or  rather  copies,  found  in  his  drawer, 
that  he  meditated  suing  for  forgiveness  ;  for  one 
half  sheet,  on  which  was  written  the  effort  at 
reconciliation,  confessed  all  the  errors  of  his  life, 
and  gave  an  earnest  of  future  amendment.  Had 
this  been  sent,  he  had  been  saved,  and  I  might 
have  died  in  contentment. 


i  m.   ki  iM.i»  01M1 

•■  Th<   grief  for  hk  mother*!  lots  toon  pasted, 
:m.l   he  once  again  ventured  into  I  rtei  of 

ipttion.       (Jaming    is     i:  -1  ;     it 

may    be   apparently   Unoihend,    hut  tin-  fin    -^ t i  1 1 
buini — the  nnokc  -till  t- 

it  i             l>ut  the  iligheat  air  to  t'm  it  into  a 

fl.unr.       Harry    became    wretched     in     his      >"li- 

foi   idleneai   can    nei  'a 

victim, — t!  iat  l>r  <«'!in-  one  to  be  | 

.   mom  ooe  to  be  bored  with  tl. 
row  of  the  idle  to  ritl  then  of  thenv 

u  Again  had  Harry  r  to  garni]  j,     I 

l'ul  of  bein  nised  at  the  Salon,  ap 

thai  the   lOeOOe   in   t!  rs  waa  a  ])lan  in  01 

1  ,  he  nerat  featured  out 

until  dark  ;    and  thru,  iflltfd  of  Tinting  l! 

manly  reaorti  of  Fraacatfi  and  the  Salon, 

he  en  i>t  away  to  tin    Pel i      R 

in     number     154,    1000    managed    t<>    redue.-    hk 

income    and    i  his    capital.         It 

that    all     the     had    passions    of    hi<    heart     <tai 

:u  their  lurking-place.    II.  who  had  forged  had 

lnunh  red,   ha  1    lied,  had    dci  .    was  not 
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over-scrupulous  of  the  means  by  which  his 
purse  was  to  be  filled.  The  habits  of  his 
youth,  the  splendour  to  which  he  had  been 
accustomed,  still  retained  some  command :  he 
could  not  descend  to  the  low  manner  of  living 
so  common  to  those  chevaliers  (Tindustrie  who 
infest  the  French  metropolis,  having  rooms  filled 
with  borrowed  furniture  to  deceive  their  victim 
as  to  their  resources,  but  who  feed  in  seclusion, 
or  who  vegetate  in  obscurity.  Money  was  now 
the  idol  of  his  heart.  The  less  he  had,  the  more 
he  coveted  ;  thus  reversing  the  line  which  the 
schoolboy  gets  drilled  into  him  when  he  blunders 
over  his  Latin  grammar.  To  commit  another  for- 
gery on  me  was  not  so  easy ;  for  his  checks 
having  been  previously  paid  with  a  notice  that  no 
more  would  be  paid,  he  was  afraid  to  face  the 
bankers,  to  whom  he  was  personally  known,  and 
who  without  a  letter  of  credit  most  certainly 
would  not  assist  him.  It  then  occurred  to  him, 
that  whilst  his  creditable  appearance  was  still 
evident,  he  had  better  resort  to  the  Salon,  and 
there  borrow  some  money  from  the  croupiers : 
they  all  knew  him  when  his  riches  flowed  in  a 
rapid  stream,  and  tended  to  enrich  the  large  river 
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of  ruin   to  which  tl  ontributory.     II- 

had  abends/  been  driven  to  pari  with  lome  rings, 
h  which  in  the  mom  -  affio- 

■    he  had  bought  day  brought  him 

Dearer  and  nearer  to  i  Jreadj 

the  rillanooj  modeaof  procnring  reeonn 
miliar  t<»  bii  mind*     A      rdingly,  having  dretaed 
himself  with  much  move  caie  than  u  ter- 

ed  tint  palace  <>t*  ingenuity,  that  hotbed  ot*  ruin, 
that  golden  lore   t<»  wretchedneaa,  the  Sal 

I .  ingera.      Th(  mti   reeogniaed  him 

.    and   he  to   t!.  p-room. 

The  noble  mafqnii  thru  at  the  h«a«l  of  the  i-s- 
Itahment  greeted  him  cordially;  and  when  the 
men}  rattled   the  dice   in  the  bo 

called  out  '.   1 1  my1     on]     i  med  to 

with    delight.     He    was  soon  at   tl  .ml 

soon  forgot  all  his  <  at  of  p] 

I '  .il, — at  that  moment  In-  1 

farthing  in  the  world,  1I<-  who  could  have  com- 
manded thooaands  was  now  a  '  uM 
hare   been  i  cheat  r                ined   i  d  Lpoleen. 

II.  called  one  of  the  servants,  with  the  practised 
of  i  man  of  fortune,  and  com  man 
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than  asked  for  two  thousand  francs  :  it  was  brought 
immediately.  Harry  had  been  known  as  a  man 
of  fortune ;  his  gallantries  had  been  circulated  ;  and 
such  is  Fame,  that  he  whose  heart  was  hardened 
in  sin  and  iniquity,  was  trumpeted  forth  as  a 
dashing  fellow,  to  whom  fortune  had  been  gene- 
rous, and  to  whom  most  women  had  been  kind. 
This  is  a  species  of  vanity  to  which  most  French- 
men aspire  :  a  slight  intrigue  with  your  best 
friend's  wife,  a  trifling  incestuous  intercourse,  the 
seduction  of  your  brother's  daughter,  the  murder 
of  some  half-dozen  of  old  companions  in  duels, 
tend  more  to  elevate  than  to  ruin  the  character 
of  the  hero.  A  Frenchman  is  always  vain  of 
his  success  with  women,  and  his  unerring  aim 
in  a  duel :  they  talk  of  it  as  pleasing  trifles,  and 
as  they  sip  their  claret  at  the  cafes,  they  defame 
their  victims  either  in  virtue  or  courage.  The 
evening  grew  towards  a  close.  Harry  had  not  been 
very  unsuccessful,  for  on  his  return  to  the  hotel 
he  deposited  seventy  napoleons  on  the  table ; 
so  that  he  lost  thirty,  besides  what  money  he  took 
with  him. 

"  It  was  now  that  reflection,  the  tax  of  memory, 
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I  i  enjoy  ■  sound  sleep,  t<>  m 
bed  frxmi  bistlumbere,to]  n  bleooedwith 

happj  dm  •  membi  ppy 

boon  might  produce,  wen  ooknown  t<»  bin  : 
in  a  fcvcri>li  kind  of  dauber,  end  not  an- 
(uently  oomc  of  t!i<-  eerventi   bed  .ml 

bim  ocreom   doring   the  eight     Hit   coi 

was  lii.s   heD.     N  it  r  « 1  i « I  tin-  windng   of  that 
: nil  monhoi  dumber;  by  'lay.  by  night, 

tin-  eentind  kepi  In-  poet :  he  had  been  pieced 

there   by  the   eommi  of  tin, 

virtue  ami  returning  repentoi 

lie?e  bim  from  his  leboura.     The 

•i    foonded    on    t!  ptund  repreea 

tiom  of  the  lent  ebode  l"r  the  nicked  frightened 

DOt    Harry   -.»   much    as   tin-  . 

him    turn   at    ■  -. ■»•    it*  tin    h<»\ 

e  on  tl 
flown — be  dered  not  to  look  beyond  tin-  gr 
although    be   would    gladly   ha\  rted    it   t<» 

nru»l  bil  preeent  feara  end  n  It 

weti  thii   maddening,    tu  .huh    i 

inmed  bim.     No  longer  waa  tl..  Jth 

end  youth  opon  !«*>  Ballon  cheek  or  sunk. 
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no  longer  did  he  dare  to  look  the  man  with  whom 
he  conversed  in  the  face, — his  only  courage  was 
borrowed  from  wine,  his  only  relief  in  the  stronger 
excitement  of  play. 

"  '  There,1  said  he  to  himself, — *  there  is  the 
last  heap  of  gold  I  am  ever  destined  to  enjoy.  To 
enjoy  ! — no,  no,  that  is  past  for  ever  !  How  am 
I  to  repay  this  ?  I  have  promised  on  the  Thurs- 
day following  to  discharge  the  debt :  I  have  not 
a  friend  to  whom  I  can  apply  ;  I  dare  not,  under 
my  own  name,  again  commit  a  theft  upon  my 
father.  Oh,  my  poor  wife  !  driven  to  the  grave 
by  me  !  Would  that  I  had  listened  to  your  just 
censures,  and,  in  turning  to  her  who  loved  me 
beyond  all  love,  have  left  the  paths  of  dissipa- 
tion and  of  idleness  !     But  now And  there 's 

Louisa  too,  an  outcast  from  the  world,  a  common 
prostitute  ;  or,  perhaps,  which  galls  me  ten  thou- 
sand times  more,  the  mistress,  the  associate,  the 
companion  of  Cavendish, — that  devil  who  lured 
me  to  destruction,  and  by  whose  arts  I  was  driven 
to  commit  the  forgery.  Well,  then,  I  am  re- 
solved, since  I  cannot  struggle  against  misfortune, 
I  will  overcome  it.      It  was  then   for  the  first 
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time  In-  thought  o  le.    I  [<  Uy  mar 

down  apoo  paper  arguments  in 

of  ami  against  the  id      II 

th.it    any    man     was 
uarrantr.l    to    lay    dowi     I     load    be    WSJ    I 

to  carry.    He  argued  ool  upon  the   j 
-mi  of  rushing  QJisummoned  into  the  pro- 

of In-    Hakes  with   all    hi-    imperfectiona 
id.       I       him    relief  from    lift    was 
relief  from  cue  :  all  pleasure!  bad  fleet* d  ai 
—  and    so   wretched,   'twas   hard    t<» 

bear,    when   b)  .1  Ic,  when  by  the  tlight- 

of   i    nervous    finger,    the 
would  ri»l  him    of   himself.      It    was  shea   be 
pistols;  l>ut  he  deferred  placing  the 

CO]  -     in     their  final   situation.     1I<     [oo 

them,  he  put  them  to  hii  forehead 
Why,   it   i-  onl\  doing  as  much  as   1   1 
md  all    ii  •  / 7/  '/"  it '  was  dm 

on  the  paper,  '  but  I  '11  live  until  my  creditot 

•  I    i  :   on  Ifond  j  morning  thai  he  met  two 
I  n  whom  he  had  frequently  seen  at  khedif- 

ICS.    Tl  I  make 
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Harry's  acquaintance,  and  be  was  by  no  means 
averse  to  the  introduction.  They  bowed  as  they 
passed,  and  Harry  stopping,  they  turned  round 
and  soon  were  in  conversation.  All  talked  of 
their  losses,  but  of  their  resolution  to  return 
again  to  recover  or  to  sink  lower,  and  in  order 
to  suggest  some  plan  of  play  they  dined  together. 
An  intimacy  was  thus  established,  and  from  that 
day  until  Wednesday  morning  they  were  fre- 
quently together. 

"  '  Why,  Rockingham ,'  said  Musgrove,  *  they 
treated  you  rudely  last  night :  you  must  have 
lost  a  precious  deal  —  some  thousands  of  franks, 
I  am  sure  ;  for  I  overheard  the  servants  doubting 
if  they  should  advance  you   more   money,    and 

although  they  called  you  by  some  other  name ' 

Harry's  face  grew  red  in  a  trice.  '  Have  you 
been  there  this  morning  to  repay  them  P1  con- 
tinued Musgrove. 

"  '  No,'  replied  Harry ;  4  to-morrow  I  shall 
discharge  all  my  debts  in  full,  and  satisfy  the  most 
greedy  creditor.  By-the-bye,  will  you  both  dine 
with  me  to-day  at  the  Mirabeau  ?  and  after  dinner 


i  BE  ai  im.I'  0AMB81  i.l 
roll   to   kbit   infernal    i  :nl   so   kill 

lll(     rvclill 

I '» •■  the  invitation.     The  <linncr 

was  fixed  :  i  o'clock — I  late   hour   in   P 

rod    Harry   hastened    houiewardi  the 

iicc»s>ary  directioi 

\t  this  time  and  at  this  hour  I  was  in   I\ 
No    soon,  r    had    I    di  'I    mv    duties    t«»    mv 

wife   than   I  turned   to  reclaim   my  son.      A  letl 
fiMin   |   friend  of  mine,  my  hanker  there,  Ippiiaed 

me  of  ru\  aan'i  being  in  Paris:  he  had,  he  aaid 

in   hi<   let!.  i   him    at    a   cafe,     and   although 

pokes  to  hnn,  vet  he  waa  ran 

I    '  time   in   putting   mv  >rln 

in    pro.jn—  :     I    had     re-olved    t<»    hreak    in    u; 
solitude,    and    by    tears    and    eiitrea' 
him    to    the    fondeet     and     moi 
of    ;  At    (  Silaif    1     hired    a  <\irria 

proceeded  t<»  the  capital  ;  hut,  «»h,  h<>w  |loi — ffffl 

slov  ippeeied   to  progress  !     Half  way   on 

the    postilion   stopped    to  ail 

glen  of  brandy.     In  vain  I  urged  him  on  bj  ] 
s   of  bett<  moked   with   the  In- 
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difference  of  a  Turk,  and  his  whip  hung  over 
his  shoulders  in  idleness.  I  rebuked  him — he 
drove  slower;  when  I  recollected  the  proverb, 
'  that  no  two  animals  were  so  obstinate  as  a 
donkey  and  a  French  postilion.1  I  found  all 
entreaties  vain,  and  I  threw  myself  back  in  the 
carriage,  resolved  to  pay  no  more  than  the  tariff. 
I  will  not  weary  you  with  the  account  of  the 
most  tedious  journey  I  ever  took  in  my  life. 
The  hope  of  arrival  perhaps  cheered  me  in  my 
affliction,  and  when  I  drove  into  the  court-yard 
of  Mem-ice's,  T  bounded  from  my  imprisonment 
with  the  step  and  the  vigour  of  youth.  My  first 
care  was  to  examine  the  list  of  visitors  at  the 
hotel.  I  found  no  trace  of  Harry.  Then  re- 
collecting that  he  always  had  resided  at  the 
Hotel  des  Princes,  I  proceeded  instantly  to  the 
Rue  Richelieu.  From  them  I  gained  no  informa- 
tion. I  then  in  despair — for  Paris  is  a  capital 
concealing  place — went  to  the  police.  The  offi- 
cers afforded  me  every  information  they  possessed 
with  that  urbanity  for  which  they  are  so  justly 
praised  ;    but  here  I  was  unsuccessful  again.     I 
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then    Called    at   the   hanker'*  :    thej    bid    not    1 

lulu  — :tt    Iea>t    :it    their    hnr«  MIL       I    inquired     at 

D  it  the  Miraheau — hut  *ith 
DO   l»t  MB]  until,    wearied   and    fatigued,   1 

retained  to  peace  myeehf  il  i  dinner  1  could  not 
ami  to  be  in  irhfltt  I  felt  most  lonely. 

I  had  do(  slept  tor  three  oighti  J>r<  to  thi>. 

1  t.  It  myeelf  ■  deeert  tree  in  awikUrmeat;  B) 
only  hope,  my  only  aim,  hai  the  recovery  of  bj 
>on.  I  pictured  to  1 1 1 _\ -tit"  a  delight,  t<»  which 
none  Imt  i   patent  ii  sensible,  in  throwing  wy 

arms   round    my    hoy    ami    lavishing    Foigiffnw, 
.    however,    overcame    me:   a   man   at    mv 
age  soon  feels  the  fi  m  nipping  hii  »n- 

iforae.     I  could  do4  keep  awake,  and  yet   I 
was  unw  illini:  t.»  Bleep.     At  last  the  thooghl 
currt  <  1    to    nit    to   risit    the   different    garni 

house*  ;     hut    lOCM    of    m\     companioi  the 

ttihlt  ifhutr  happening  to  DC  m  conversation 
COftCeflling     these      \ery     places,     froin     them     I 

uie.l    that    no    man    of  any    pifieMOM    to   the 
Dan  Dtleman    frequented    the   low 

in    the     Pall        R  ad    that    the     y\  i\ 

Vol  i 
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began  at  the  Salon  until  after  midnight,  or  at 
any  rate  the  company  were  few  until  the  opera 
was  over.  I  then  retired  to  my  room,  left  orders 
to  be  called  at  eleven,  and  throwing  myself  upon 
my  sofa,  was  soon  fast  asleep." 
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(  BAPTEfi  i\. 

"IIakhv    had   determined  to  free  himonlf  frlTffl 

hii  woridl j  debti ;  be  hid  wound  himself  up  to 

the   mark,  ami   In-   101    Ml   down   to  do    tl 
id  of  grace  before  be  mingled  with  Bociety,  I 
rowing  from  vine  the  ipirit  which  nature,  with 

such  i  lend  upon  hii  mind,  ami  inch  fearful  re- 

Milt-,    denied   him.      I    have    mentioned    that 
seldom    walked    out    in    the   dav-time,    and     from 
the  moment  of  hi>  porting  with  hi-  new  ae.puunt- 

m  li<-  retained  to  hi-  room  and  penned  i  let- 
ter to  me.  He  had  desired  I.  .nt  to  pack  U|> 
his  clothes,  and  h  'i  him  to  undented  that 
he  should  0*001  t"  England  ou  the  Friday;  at 
the  same  time  he  ordered  his  billl  at  the  hotel 
to  1  ued  and  sent  up  to  him,  leOTtng  the 
dim  (Hint  IB  a  separate  chtlge.  II  -  ■ :■ -'■» 
he    carefully    examined,    and    he    destroyed    e\.r\ 

i    I 
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letter  he  had  ever  received  either  from  his  wife 
or  Louisa.  There  was  a  small  locket  containing 
some  hair  of  the  former,  which  he  wrapped  up 
in  paper,  and  on  the  outside  were  these  words  : — 
'  For  my  father.1  It  was  placed  inside  the  let- 
ter, which  was  directed  to  me  at  my  country 
residence,  and  which  I  have  here,  as  I  knew 
that  this  evening  would  bring  me  to  the  end 
of  my  history. 

"  *  This  is  the  last  act  an  ungrateful,  an  unge- 
nerous, and  an  undutiful  son  will  commit  before  he 
goes  hence  and  is  no  more  seen.  My  life  is 
now  fast  growing  to  a  close  ;  and  when  the  clock 
of  the  Timbre*  strikes  the  hour  of  midnight, 
my  father  will  be  childless,  and  his  son  in  eter- 
nity. It  is  not,  best  of  parents,  trifles  which  have 
driven  me  to  this  act  of  desperation ;  he  who  has 
played  the  deep  game  of  life  which  I  have  play- 
ed is  already  dead  : — a  wife  driven  to  destruction  ; 
the  daughter  of  my  friend  seduced,  and  left  with- 
out a  protector  and  without  a  farthing ;  myself 
a    forger  —  a    man    condemned   by  the  laws  of 

*  The  Timbre,  or  Stamp-office,  is  almost  directly  oppo- 
site the  Hotel  Mirabeau. 


I  ill.    RUINED   '-ami. -J  J  IT-! 

bii  country,  :iik1  condemned  also  I  ;  a 

inotlirr  perhaps  hurried  to  her  token-heart  d 

through  my  faults;  i  father  declining  ink  tnb 

without   tin-  natural  prop  to  lUppott  OT  I 

him.     I  could  cot  life,  fof  I  am  ashamed  oi 
anee.     I  would  sol  breathe  to  !>••  i  by-word  and 
a  scorn — to  haw  the  finger  of  contempt  point 
it  in.- — to  hoax  the  tongue  of  in*  ipbraid  me 

(or  in \  forfeited  life — t<>  be  !  at  l»y  tho>r 

whose  society  I  once  shunned — to  be  shunned  bj 
the     l  sourted.    I  leare  this  world  its  debt- 

d  si  I  depart,  haTing  rwindled  those  who 
haye  rained  me,  so  likewise  I  depart  cheating  the 

entionei  of  Mi   due,  without  one   friend 
clo  •  or  without  s  companion  to  i 

last  words.     I  hnwt  i  . — 

I  ban  divested  death  rors  by  shroud 

in  horror.     To  \   now  turn,  my  fall 

sad  my  friend,  lo  implore  that  tnr-i\rinv,  which 
I  dare  not  supplicate  from  my  God, — to  call  fti 

\oiir  lit  art  OQC  trar,  an«l  from  TOUT  VOlCS,  when 

raised  t<»  your   M  one   word  in  m) 

I  father  !   forget    your 

•ir  "till  affectionate  son.     I   knoi 
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and  I  confess  them.  It  is  an  awful  thing  to 
stand  upon  the  brink  of  eternity — to  know  that 
to-morrow's  sun,  which  shall  rise  and  shine  upon 
this  gay  and  dissolute  world,  shall  never  more  be 
looked  on  by  me ;  it  is  hard  at  my  tender  age 
to  go  down  into  the  grave  whilst  the  hissings 
and  the  hootings  of  my  fellow-creatures  shall  fol- 
low the  dead  with  their  reproaches  and  revilings. 
Still,  I  feel  that  your  prayer — your  blessing — shall 
not  be  withheld.  I  stretch  my  arms  towards  my 
father,  and  in  the  fancied  embrace  I  throw  my 
soul  to  my  God,  and  my  last  word  to  my  parent. 
—  Farewell !  farewell !  for  ever  farewell  !  As  I 
have  shunned  you  in  this  world,  I  cannot  be  so 
presumptuous  as  to  dream  of  meeting  your  purer 
spirit  in  the  next ;  but  may  the  great  God,  the 
sovereign  disposer  of  all  things,  so  fortify  your 
heart,  that  you  may  receive  this  with  becoming 
resolution,  and  accept  the  last  prayer, — the  last 
word  for  your  welfare,  from  your  devoted — I  dare 
not  say  your  dutiful  son.     Amen/ 

"  In  a  less  firm  hand,  and  apparently  written 
nearer  his  end,  he  calls  upon  me  to  protect 
Louisa." 


I  Hi:    ItriNKIi    (. AMKSTJ  IT.", 

DuriuL'  tin'  time  tin-  old  gentleman  was  read  mi: 
thii    h-tter.   In-    became  « 1  rt-.-n I t*u  1 1  y   agitated. 
l>'-;.'laas  was  ao  me,  that  be  was  unable 

ajmJHt  to  breathe.       He  swallowed  the  \.  rv  -  Qbfi 

be  felt  that  he  might  be  called   to 

idminister  some  relief  to  bit  companion.  The  old 

■itleman  nrovrrnl  after  some  minutes,  and  con- 
tinued :  — 

••  ft  -  D  o'clock  came,  and  with  it  his  company. 
They    wen   but   three    in    all,    and  a   repast  had 

d  prepared  sufficient  for  ten.  Kvcry  dainty 
oJ  the  season  had  been  ordered,  and  wines  the 
BOal  tuSCioQI  had  been  cooled.  It  Wm  singular 
that  my  son  should  have  actually  written  down 
the  dishes  In-    had  provided  ;    and  <>:  ll  DmH 

dipe  of  paper  were  written  i  few  words,  » 
advice,  ddn  of  warm:         d  om  was  *  Poor  !<>>t 

I      6m  I    th<     WOfld    WlD    Oft  worse    than    I 

haw  dOM  ;    it  has  no  pity  for  the  unfortunate,   M 

Dieted  ;" — and    at    the  bottom  oi 
detk,  although  it  was  evidently  written  that  i 
was  a  letter  to  Louisa,  which  I  w/ill  hereafter  road 
M  yon        I  mention   these   incidents   to  ihow  how 

.ide  the  mind  of  man  ii  to  sonnoanl 
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fear  of  death — if  indeed  shrouding  life  with  hor- 
rors can  divest  death  of  its  terrors.  The  dinner 
was  announced  and  served.  The  conversation  took 
its  turn  from  my  son,  who  commenced  in  glow- 
ing terms  a  vivid  description  of  the  luxuries  of 
life :  from  his  exposition  one  would  have  imagin- 
ed him  surrounded  by  every  desirable  object,  in 
affluence,  and  with  a  conscience  void  of  offence. 
Then  the  scene  was  changed  for  that  of  the  Salon  : 
he. projected  systems  by  which  fortunate  results 
were  certain  ;  he  closely  commented  on  the  fair- 
ness of  the  play,  the  advantages  of  the  bank,  and 
his  conviction  that  calculation  could  beat  that 
preponderance  ;  and  even  with  the  determination 
to  commit  the  rash  act,  he  lied  in  words,  for 
he  declared  his  intention  of  recovering  his  losses, 
and  talked  of  to-morrow  as  if  to-morrow  was  to 
dawn  on  him.  Again  the  conversation  changed, 
and  women  became  the  theme  of  admiration  :  no 
flush  of  guilt  branded  the  cheek  of  the  seducer  ; 
he  revelled  in  luxurious  description,  and  in  his 
vivid  delineation  no  modesty  interfered  to  check 
the  current  of  his  discourse — it  seemed  to  wanton 
in    the   remembrance   of  the  past,   and  he  drew 
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from  hh  own  betrl  the  picture  moat  Likely  t«»  warn 
bii  companion  ,     N  i  ith<  r  vu  the  wine 

nor  th<    wit   Mlcnt  ;    in    ihofft,  it  was  a  caroi. 

opinion  of  bii  ttlenti  and  hii  affluent  I 

hour-  advanced,  for  bii  tile  wai  •  again -i 

time, — ind   *  he   who  fUfnTrttl  against  that, 
Johnson,  (hu  in  enemy  nol  subject   to   m 
The  nod  wai  rapidly  oozing  t lir< 
the  glm  of  existence  ;   it  wanted  l>ut  one  short 

hoilf    of  death  —  the    flock    had    already    struck 

eleven,   ret  no  symptom  of  remome  *  di- 

nt lift  wai  risible;  he  teemed  to  hare  pai 
.  and  onlj  to  dread  solitude, — Ih  when 
his  companions  propoaed  to  withdraw,  having  al- 
drunk  more  than  the  mid 

u  a  favour  that  the]  would 
remain  until  midnight,  ami  then  one  sj;i>*  >}muM 

!>«•  drank  to  their  future  friendship and  thm. 

It  wai  remarked  b)  Musgrove  thai  a  Budden  pale- 

0001  blanche. 1  ni\  lull   In 

himaelf,  and  placing  tome  cigara  on  the  table,— 
bad  the  ruling  paation  -till  in  death, — I 

:,c  brandy,  and  tl. 

.  S 
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tinued.     Eleven  came,  and  I  was  called,  refresh- 
ed   by  my  comfortable  and  sound  sleep.     I  in- 
stantly departed   for  those  hells   of /infamy.      I 
entered  Frascati's.    There  were  sallow  faces,  start- 
ing eyes,    anxious   looks,  and   horrible   silence; 
around  the  board  some  women  of  low  character 
flitted,  keeping  the  victims  of  passions — of  unruly 
passions — within  their  grasp  ;   but  no  Harry  was 
there.    I  scanned   every   countenance.     I  passed 
round  and  round  that   table,  but   my  son  was 
not  amongst  those  who  debased   their  characters 
or  staked    their    fortunes.      I   now   crossed   the 
Boulevards  to  the  Salon.    This  golden  region  of 
demoralization    was   open.    The   splendid   lamps 
shone  through   the  windows,  and  the  crowd  of 
servants  waiting  in  the  hall,  all  of  whom  belonged 
to  the  establishment,  convinced  me  that  here  my 
son  would  be  found ;  for,  in  all  his  worst  habits, 
the  love   of  low  company  had   never   been   his 
vice.     I  was  denied  admittance,  as  it  was  requi- 
site I  should  be  presented  to  the  marquis,  and  he 
had  not  arrived.     I  stated  myself  to  be  the  father 
of  Harry ;  and  the  waiter  who  had  advanced  the 
money  before  mentioned,  instantly  informed  me 
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th:it     miv    M)    was    in     PhriSj    and    w;i«  Led 

there  ifter  midnight.      I 

ibodc    there    WtJ  MEM  d.  lav  ;    l>nt    a    \>< 
UUEJOJaud,     I   WH    told    he    resided    at    the     Hot' I 

Mirabeau.     It    want'  hut    ■   quarter 

;    and    a<    tin-    night    was    bold    I    Moh 
rattt     Willi  tin*  Hrm  <-t«j)  of  happiness  I  pass- 
ed ikng  the  Boulevards.     I  heeded  not  the  bail- 
1  i.-iT ,  *  irded  not  the  hundreds  who  h> 

tempted  mv  path;  I  poehed  through  the  erowe 
I  ■niled  within  myself  at  the  completion  of  mv 
happiness,  and  I  felt  more  satisfaction  at  reclaim- 
ing   mv    M,n,   than    if  he   had    fallen    at    By    t 
ami  prayed  for  pardon.     I  rang  it  the  hotel  door ; 

i   as   the  porter  polled   tin-  string,  1  rememl 
the  inpetnooj  puah   1    need  to  opei  tin-  heavy 
gates.     I  aaked  lot  mv  aan — they  km-w  him  not ; 

I  looked  at    the   list — no  name  like  his  was  th< 
I  described  him  a-  1  remembered  him.     The  por- 
ter sln.ok  his  head  ;   at  last  he  arid,  'There  is  an 

jlishman  who  li\es    here,  and  «>nlv  one,  hut  his 

m  ii  Rockingham  ;   here  is  ■  letter  lor  tone 
one  ot  the  name  you  mentioned:1  sad  he 
me  a  note,  which    I   sftcrwardi  round  wai 
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vitation  to  dinner  at  the  Salon.  I  was  con- 
vinced Rockingham  was  my  son — hope  is  not 
easily  extinguished ;  I  insisted  on  seeing  that 
Englishman,  and  after  some  little  delay  his  ser- 
vant was  called  to  conduct  me  up  stairs.  At 
that  moment  the  clock  at  the  Timbre  struck  the 
hour  of  midnight.  I  heard  a  cheer — I  recognised 
the  voice  of  my  son — I  flew  to  the  door,  and,  oh  ! 
horror,  horror  !  no  tongue  can  tell,  no  words  ex- 
plain, as  I  turned  the  latch  I  heard  the  report 
of  a  pistol,  and  bursting  through  the  apartment 
and  following  the  two  companions,  I  arrived  to 
throw  myself  upon  the  bleeding  corpse  of  my 
son  !  He  never  spoke — life  was  gone.  In  vain  I 
called  upon  him  in  all  the  fond  accents  of  endear- 
ment— he  was  gone,  he  was  dead!  I  pressed  him 
to  my  bosom,  I  chafed  his  temples — I  hugged 
him,  kissed  him,  forgave  him,  blessed  him, — 
but,  ah !  no  words  responded  to  mine,  no  move- 
ment of  the  compressed  lips  attempted  an  answer, 
but  over  the  once  vivid  eye  death  had  exercised  its 
greatest  power,  and  the  glassy  stare  of  the  dead 
was  too  convincing  even  for  the  sanguine  hope 
of  a  father.      Then  from  the  fulness  of  that  hope 
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OHM  despair;   I   cri««l  Ottt,      /     IB  bll  father— 

liiin,  mtc  li i in  I1  ind  I  hinted. 

••  I  low  long  I  remained  I  knoi  not  i  '"it  i 
l     inn-  to  my*  It'  I  round  the  room  ied  by 

the  dead)  his  former  companion-  OfBBUH 

of    police,    and    one     or   two    ^endarun  ^  >QM 

donbl  teemed  i«»  be  entertained  by  those  gent 
men  ronrtrntng  lui  death,  lot  one  pietol  wai 
the  bed  loaded,  and  the  other,  which  bad 

been  discharged,  was  found   in   a  drawer  10  litth 
open  m  ahnoai  to  bate  rendered  it  impossible  to 
haw  placed  it  there  without  opening  the  drawer 
The  laapicione  of  the  police  f«  11  upon  hi-  com- 
panion! ;   and  bad  not  the  letten  beat  foond  in 

which   be   announced   bifl  intention    of  Commit! 

the  act,  tl  ntlemen  would  have  been  plat 

under  a  eurveillanee  not  rery  agreeable.     I  need* 
ad  not  then  mterrogatiree,  1  liatened  not  to  their 
iciona ;    I    Btood   at   the    I 

the    last     of    my    hopes  ;     1    saw   niv  s»m  —  my 
•  •nly.   my   dear  loved    son,  a    corpse.      I  !  in 

horrid    -ilence  ;     there     itietched    UpOU     the    ll 

was  the  being  in  whoa   1  bad  centred  all 
I  no*  iaa  not  the  irta  of 
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character ; — I  remembered  only  the  days  of  his 
youth,  and  memory  portrayed  all  the  kind  en- 
dearments of  infancy ;  I  stood  riveted  to  the 
spot,  until,  overcome  by  my  grief,  my  head  grew 
weaker,  and  feeling  a  sudden  giddiness,  I  was 
unable  to  support  myself,  and  fell  upon  the 
body. 

"  Spare  me  the  recital  of  the  last  offices.  He 
lies  in  Pere  Lachaise,  the  spot  he  disdained  to 
visit  when  alive ;  and  an  epitaph,  such  as  he  him- 
self had  drawn  for  others,  records  his  virtue  and 
his  age. 

"To  the  last  he  had  been  himself:  towards 
midnight  he  never  once  seemed  to  flag  in  conver- 
sation, or  to  sadden  at  the  approach  of  his  death- 
warning  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  seemed  to  rebuke 
the  laziness  of  time,  and  once  or  twice  looked  at 
his  watch  and  wondered  that  so  few  minutes  had 
flown.  Just  before  the  clock  sounded,  he  filled 
his  glass,  and  standing  up,  gave  with  a  clear  voice, 
a  sparkling  eye,  and  a  steady  hand,  '  Those  who 
love  us.'  I  heard  the  cheers.  He  then  merely  de- 
sired his  companions  '  to  wait,  as  he  was  about 
to  change  his  state,'' — those  were  his  words, — *  in 
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order  to   plav  for  I  laigl  than   he   1 

attempted/      Not  :i  minute   elapsed    hctween 
tin-  word-  and  tin-  act,  ami  thai  be  I'll. 

■•  I   h  r.<-   plucked    ou(     my    ln-art,     Robert, 
order  to  "am  jrou  from  the  dangers    of  the   path 
he  followed.     Here  in  a  f.-w  words  sed 

all    that    idleness    can    h  ad    t<>.      On    this    MM     I 

■  I  hardly  ha?e  troubled  you,  for  I  have  wateh- 
(.1  your  occupation!  and  think  them  creditable. 
Remember  that  Fortune  may  yet  mile  ■ponyeu  ; 

and     heuare,    when     she    has    unci"     bestowed    her 

Lrit'ts,   how    you    blindly    follow   in  her   train.      B<  - 

lievc    me,    mm    are    happier    in    mediocrity  ;     the 

rich  and  the  great    an'    hated  and  envied,  the  poor 

-corned  and  despised.       It    \<   in   the   midd 

ms  that  moat  happiness  |fl  found.     \ 

6,    should     the    LTlf'ts    of   this    world    he    lavisl 

1 1,  leek   to  tncnaac  you  itore  bj 

vh.it  \ou   haJTC    t«>    fain  a  little  more  ;    nor 
>t,  tin-  lo.s.s  of   which  might   cause  the   slight 
\nd    now,    Robert,    I  t ml    my   mi-.  | 

^i  why  I  shun  mankind;    you  Know   *>]  \    I 

I     myself    the    poor    unfriended    wretch     I    am. 

Iv  dies    arc    t<»    me   no    indlU  to    live  ;    I 
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cannot  purchase  me  the  revival  of  my  son,  and 
without  him  I  care  not  to  exist.  I  am  alone, 
not  one  of  my  blood  remains  alive  ;  and  I  care 
not  to  herd  with  those  who  can  have  no  real  in- 
terest in  my  welfare.1' 

"  Stop,  sir  I11  exclaimed  Robert ;  "  before  I 
thank  you  for  the  good  advice — before  I  com- 
ment upon  the  mazes  of  misfortune  into  which 
your  son  rushed  and  plunged  you,  do  grant  me 
the  favour  to  inform  me  of  the  fate  of  Louisa. 
Although  a  fallen  woman,  she  risked  all  for  love ; 
and  perhaps  there  may  still  be  time  to  warn  her  of 
the  misery  of  approaching  age,  and  to  assist  her 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  restore  her  to  some  of  the 
comforts  she  once  enjoyed.11 

"  Would  you  do  so,  Robert,  if  you  met 
her  ?" 

"  Most  certainly,  sir,11  he  replied.  "  Poor  as 
I  am,  I  could  still  find  a  little  to  assist  one 
who  has  lost  all  by  her  betrayed  confidence  in 
one  of  our  sex.11 

"  Generous  fellow  f  replied  the  old  man:  "  first 
hear  this  letter,  which  was  written  six  hours  before 
my  son's  death.     I  hope  his  repentance  was  sin- 
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if  a  wttt  not,  hi  mutt  ban  Km 

kO  In-  l.i-t  inoiiK  ut  |  bypOCriU  and  :i  liar.       I   will 
that  any  man    DpOO    the   l»rmk  - 

nit)  'iici.iitlv  daring  to  null   uncalled  b 

tin-  j»r-  M      I  r  with    a  In-    OO  1; 

i  UiellOOd    in   bil  heart. "      I  I     p   id  the  l< 

which  WM  a^  follow-.  :  — 

•  ■  I '.  I   quit   tlii-  world.    I    wi!l    <lo    ym    the 

justice  you  d  md  confess  the  fault-  tad 

the  crimes  which  have  urged  me  to  suicide.   I  o 
loved  w,u,  tenderly,  imcerelj  i  at  that  time  the 

litl  <lroj>  of  niv  1>1 1  would  cheerfully  ha\ 

-ht«l    t  ir     name    from     the   blight     my 

conduct   had   entailed  upon   it.    The  k 
of  play  overcame  th<    h>  til  that  du- 

tiful -all  that  was  ifiectionate;  and  when  1 
solved  to  lea?c  jrou  at  Sj»a,  I  knew  y..u  wen  in- 
—  I  knew  \..u  would  never  inbmil  t<»  the  em- 
bracei  of  a  men   jron  moat  thoroughly  despised ; 

hut    I    felt    the    iu-rr>sit\    of    leaving    you    to 
m\    «'Uii    safety.     Hereafter   m>    rrimrs   and    my 
misdeeds  d  me  before  yon  ;  but   I  wfl] 

embitter  the  momenti  more  man  mj  death  will 

livincing  VOU  that  yOUI  love  was  ' 
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on  a  forger  and  a  swindler.  Return,  Louisa, 
return  to  your  family ;  they  still  are  ready  to  re- 
ceive you  with  open  arms,  and  parental  fondness, 
and  by  sincere  repentance  for  the  injury  you  have 
done  them,  an  earnest  promise  of  future  amend- 
ment, and  a  resolution  to  live  honestly,  repair 
in  some  measure  the  mischief  you  have  done,  and 
which  was  occasioned  by  me.  Even  now,  stand- 
ing as  I  am  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave,  with  all 
the  terrors  of  death  before  me,  the  retrospect  of 
early  acquaintance  rushes  over  my  memory,  and, 
dearest  Louisa,  I  see  you  beaming  in  beauty  and  in 
love.  But,  oh  !  forgive  me,  for  I  then  really  loved 
you  :  I  gave  a  proof  of  that  devotedness  when  I 
left  my  wife,  blighted  my  character,  broke  my 
oath,  renounced  my  God,  for  you.  But  now  the 
hours  fly ;  the  last  sand  is  oozing  through  the 
glass, — my  minutes  are  numbered ;  yet  Heaven 
is  my  witness  that  I  ask  not  its  forgiveness  with 
more  sincerity  than  I  solicit  your  pardon.  I  have 
left  a  letter  for  my  father,  and  have  implored 
him  to  provide  for  you.  I  urge  you  again  to 
return  to  those  who  still  will  cherish  you ;  and  I 
feel  a  calmness  even  at  this  dreadful  time  in  the 
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aasurann-    of  %  our  repentance   rod  your   tut 
bnppineea.  Again,  again  I  me  —  pardon  i 

and  offer  one  prayer  for  jovronee  beloved  Haa 

Tin-  ol.l  pcntleman  folded  the  letter  and  r<- 
placed  it  in  In-  box  Mi- uipetl  some  tear- troiii 
hai  obeeka,  which  had  rapidly  conned  down  the 
fun  •  Thank  God,  it  ■ 

done,"  in-  bacame  mate  ooanpoaed.  i  pause 

oi  lome  nunutee,  during  which  time  he  fixed  an 

-  upon  the  eheafnl  fire,  be  exelainu-d,  "Such 

I.       i;  and  now,  thank  Heaven,  q1i«    ii  in 

comfort  and  in  affluence, — bnt  bitter  am  the  path 

that  led  to  it. 

•  When   Harry  left    her  at    Spa,"    r^umed    the 

old  man,  M  Oavendiah  was  at  bet  nde,    Bhc  n 
pad  only  to  laeextnin  the  eonfianatkn 

>,  and    to    li«  cted  to  the  com- 

pany    of    the    man    she     loathed    and    datCC*  nL 

did  not  hate  him  —  for  no  one  can  bat 

nt\«  r  loved  ;  ihe  deapiaed  him.     When  sutliei- 
rntl\  reoorared,  ihe  told  him  ber  determine! 
m  \  .  - 1  in  it  him  into  ber  aociel  j  ;  and 

reaolutidy  received  t<>  flbDoi  1 1 « •  r  ka  deatracti 

dwell  upon  tl  'iinm;itiuti  ofhis  plan 
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with  a  hellish  delight.  The  character  of  Harry 
was  now  gone  :  no  man  of  honour  could  associate 
with  one  who  had  so  shamefully  violated  the 
laws  even  of  the  most  abandoned.  To  have  left 
Louisa  to  struggle  against  the  world,  without 
the  slightest  idea  where  to  turn,  or  whither  to  go, 
was  the  act  of  a  coward  ;  yet,  as  I  said  before,  had 
he  not  previously  determined  to  abandon  her,  I 
could  have  forgiven  him  his  suspicions  of  her 
fidelity,  since  the  evidence,  offered  as  it  was,  and 
the  only  half-read  letter,  would  have  staggered 
a  better  man.  Cast  now  upon  the  world,  she 
lost  no  time  in  leaving  Spa.  The  carriage  which 
had  been  left,  and  the  notes  Harry  had  thrown, 
offered  convenience  and  the  means  of  travelling 
respectably.  Her  maid  accompanied  her,  for  the 
idea  of  seeing  Paris  again  consoled  her  for  her 
debased  situation  :  moreover,  it  was  believed  that 
she  was  in  the  pay  of  Cavendish. 

"  The  next  morning  at  daybreak  witnessed  the 
departure  of  Louisa,  who  took  the  shortest  road 
through  Namur  to  Paris.  Overcome  by  fatigue 
and  anxiety  of  mind,  this  poor  forlorn  creature, 
whose  fortune   was  now  contained  in  her  purse, 
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■ad  vho  ri  the   r  of  liu-hamling  it  en: 

full  Iwd   t«i  j » .- 1  —    the   iii irl 1 1   in    the    fan 

cit) .     B      had  cot  1'  •  n  h<»u-.  <i  }><-f< 

•I'm ir  opened,  tnd    <  .     m1i-1i  entered  tod  ■gain 
UD|KMtuied  her. 

Once  for  all,  lirar  me  tad  liatea  t<>  me,1 
said  Louiaa.  l  There  i-  nd  j»<»\m  r  on  <-arth  aha]] 
era  make  me  yours.  To  yon  I  am  indebted 
f<»r  1 1 1 \  preaeni  luiseay  ;  I  have  still  heart  enough 
and  coinage  enough  t<>  deep  ml  I  warn 

,,  that  bo  rare!]  a-  y..ii  moietl  me,  ao  surely 
\sill  I  inform  tin-  police  of  the  annoyance.    <^uit 
kak  ro<»in  directly.1    And  thua  savin:/.  Ac  i 
tiin  M  aaower,  hut  mag  tin-  helL     Cavea- 

ilish  instiiiitly  retired,  muttei  mething  aboot 

•  th<-  aratkfa  end,  aad  d  revea 

< »      l  -   arn\al    in     Paris,    aha   boldly 

drOTC    t<»    hei    father's    former    d<  Sin-  «a»  n- 

Lic?ed   from  all   those  feelings  which  must   1 
been  npperflaoft  in  her  miml,  l>\  the  porter*!  h> 
(brjoing  bet  that  three  moathi  ptefioual)  the 
milv   bad  left   Paria — he  believed    for  Kngland. 
She  did  not  remain  one  moment  in  suspense  ! 
to  act,   hut   ordering  In  her  >tcps 


190  WALSINGHAM, 

towards  Calais.  She  took  the  Amiens  road,  and 
passed  through  Clermont  not  ten  minutes  after 
the  arrival  of  Harry.  Having  arrived  at  the  coast, 
she  discharged  her  maid,  who  instantly  crossed 
the  Channel.  She  then  sold  the  carriage,  and 
making  her  luggage  as  convenient  as  possible, 
she  counted  her  fortune,  which  at  that  moment 
amounted  to  forty  pounds  sterling,  after  having 
paid  her  bill  at  the  hotel.  She  now  crossed  the 
water  to  Dover,  and  presented  herself  at  the  Cus- 
tom-house. She  was  not  troubled  with  many  new 
dresses,  and  even  the  sharks  of  the  Customs 
could  not  lessen  her  fortune  by  placing  an  ad  va- 
lorem duty  upon  a  bonnet.  A  porter  carried  her 
baggage,  and  directed  her  to  a  small  inn  not  far 
from  the  ship.  It  was  dark,  the  streets  greasy 
and  wet,  and  the  dim  light  of  the  lamps  shone 
not  with  sufficient  lustre  to  show  the  face  of  a 
female  who  walked  close  by  her,  and  who  stop- 
ped at  a  little  distance  from  a  brilliant  apothe- 
cary's shop  in  order  to  scrutinise  Louisa's  fea- 
tures as  she  passed  the  light.  The  stranger  then 
crossed  the  street,  and  continued  to  watch  her 
until  she  was  safely  lodged  in   the   small   inn. 
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The  ■giUtifffi  of  Louisa's  mind  perhaps  ii  ■  pb£ 

(iciriiL    PUMfl  why  fa    did    not   more  particularly 

this  itanger;  buttowmrdi  dim  o'clock, 
and  preriooi  to  hi  '1,  ibe  i  I  to 

look  from  her  window,  and  tin  r«-  Opposite  the  liollSC 
VSJU      I        ndish  ami    her  former  servant,    whose 

figUC  die  eould  not  fail  to  rccouiiix  .     U .  r  I   ino-uty 
made    li«  r  watch  thciu  ;   and  in  order   to  do  so  un- 

observed,   she   extinguished    the    lights,  and   by 
managed  to  open  a  little  of  the  win- 
dow.        It   was   evident   to   her   that   they   wished 
i  tain    if  >he    was   going   on    to  London  that 
ht  ;    for  when    ten   o'clock    -truck   and  the  mail 
drove  off,  she    heard    (  avendi.-h   sa\,    *  She    l-   safe 

until  to-morrow,  so  good  night*'  and  immediately 

afterward-,  thev  ^«  jurated.  It  mu-t  he  owned  that 
many  1.  lnulea  wouhl  n<>t  altogether  di>like  the 
romantic  attachment  of  a  man  who  had  travelled 
I  distance  with  apparently  one  only  object  in 
\s,  ami  that  object  a  woman:  many  a  In  art 
ha-  lieen  softened  by  such  attention,  and  that! 
who  argue  with  Kicluiril,  tluit  woman  nm\ 
times  be  taken, 
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"  '  In  her  heart's  extremest  hate, 

With  curses  in  her  mouth,  tears  in  her  eye, 
The  bleeding  witness  of  her  hatred  by,' 

would  not  wonder  if  Louisa's  resentment  was  a 
little  stifled  by  this  marked  attention.  But  she 
knew  him  well,  and  yet  could  not  understand 
why,  if  his  revenge  had  been  satiated  upon  Harry, 
he  should  now  turn  round  upon  her.  It  was  all 
in  vain  to  think  upon  the  subject, —  that  he  had 
followed  her  was  evident,  and  that  he  would  con- 
tinue so  to  do  was  more  than  reasonable. 

"  The  inside  of  the  Phoenix  had  the  honour  of 
conveying  Louisa  to  town.  Her  maid  was  an  out- 
side passenger,  but  there  was  no  appearance  of 
Cavendish.  Louisa  would  have  spoken  to  the 
hard-hearted  Mary  Lancing,  and  would  have  en- 
deavoured to  have  extracted  the  secret  of  her 
company-keeping  with  Cavendish ;  but  the  coach 
was  full  inside,  and  no  opportunity  offered  during 
the  journey  to  put  her  intentions  into  execution. 
The  coach  drove  to  the  Circus  in  Piccadilly; 
and  on  inquiry,  Louisa  learnt  that  there  was  an 
inn  nearly  opposite,  to  which  she  immediately 
went,    and  having   engaged  a  room   at  as  cheap 
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a  rat  possible,   li «  r  I  ^nd 

she  1h.ii 

■  m    •.  had  watched   bar,   and 

I    rendiah  was  1. 1  ■ « re.     1 1         it  her  letter  afi 
Letter, — be  changed  bii  manner  from  t]  bty 

tin-    solicitous  —  he  \  thing 

l»ut   In-   band,    and    it    wai  quite   in   \ .1  i n   that 
I  again  and  igain  refused  the  proffered  at- 

tention.   Her  objed  was  to  find  her  paienti ;  ;  1  n « 1 

the    onlv   means   to   efFcct    it    was    to    snul   a 
with  1  note  in  1  disguised   band  to  I 

.  who  had  left  hei  family  previously  to 
their  going  abroad,  and  who  was  now  living  in 
I '  eiland   Place.     Ti  re   like 

from  a  tradesman  than  ■  lady,  and  the 
swer  which  fixed  the  Elite  of  Louisa  was,  I 
1  the  Btanhopei  h  id  la  1  a  foi  I  imc  in  Pai 

bat   tli.ii   (In-  la**  them  NVirr  bVon 

i:  me,  wh  intended  t<>  itay  the  win! 

••  It  was  dcs  until  thifl  moment   that    Le 
wavered    Bhe  bad  now  no  litii  1  to  wh< 

- m  1 . 1   apply  ;    ihe  «li«l  not  know    my 

I     was    not    likely     that     the 

■  the  rrailtiei  of  the  *"n»  wb 

\  OI       I.  K 
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the  object  of  charity  was  the  cause  of  all  his 
misfortunes.  Cavendish  still  pressed  his  suit,  and 
day  after  day  saw  the  slender  resources  of  Louisa 
gently  ebbing  away.  She  had  advertised  for  the 
place  of  a  governess  ;  she  had  offered  herself  as 
a  lady's-maid  ;  she  had  subjected  herself  to  the 
greatest  annoyances ;  she  had  been  rudely  re- 
jected by  those  her  inferiors  in  every  respect 
but  fortune  :  she  could  give  no  references,  she 
could  get  no  character ;  and  although  blessed 
with  every  intellectual  resource,  she  found  her- 
self gradually  getting  towards  her  last  shilling. 
Hitherto  she  had  paid  punctually,  and  even  now 
did  not  owe  a  farthing;  but  day  after  day  saw 
the  slender  store  reduced,  and  day  after  day  she 
was  mortified  by  continued  refusals. 

"  Cavendish  had  scarcely  ever  let  her  out  of  his 
sight ;  it  was  now  that  he  implored  an  interview ; 
and  Louisa,  actually  softened  by  attention  which 
the  most  devoted  lover  in  Christendom  could  not 
have  surpassed,  admitted  him,  In  this  inter- 
view Cavendish  extracted  from  her  the  low  state 
of  her  finances,  and  seemed  now  to  starve  the 
enemy  he  could  not  conquer.     He  regretted  seri- 


i  m;   im  i 

:. I lit i«»n  ;     he    HW 

of  lii  r  raceeai  in  finding  i  place,  alt]  I! 

an   boa  tt«l   in 

her  I,    and   WOlM  ch»   all    be    COUld    to    |] 

'  ;    lie    was    unfortur.   u  lv   a    Utile    pVMI 

fa    in-  '  •;:    hi   brneted    that    in   a 

<l-i\  oi  two  ho  thonld  !><•  a1  otter  b( ' 

relief  until   ike   ootid   be    i  ably  provi 

Lenin  wu  blinded  by  thii  reeling  iOui 

to   Ik  r   situation;    ainl   in    the   belief  ti        I       cn- 
diee  would  fall   the  m  \t  day,   the  continued  at 
until   her    last    farthing   wae  -<>ne. 
procured  nrppliei  by  the  aUc   of  I 
clothes.      §  i)    in    h«  r 

>n.     she  literally  lived  all  pea 

tor  ibe  contracted  all  h<  oeej  into  in 

keep  bi  raeh?  alive ;    but 
»r«l,  di 

until   the  01  itifbJ,    !  '  i  — 

the  darling  <-t'  her  fathei  —tin-  life,  the 

with  nothing  bni 
the   elothei   npon   her   i  ind    without    i 

Birthing  in  the  whole  world, 

a  2 
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u  She  now  began  to  despond.     She  had  gone 
through  four  days  of  the  week,  and  on  the  seventh 
she  had  always  punctually  paid  :  her  altered  ap- 
pearance would  have  excited  suspicion,  and  now  she 
seldom  ventured  abroad,  for  her  destitution  was 
evident  in  her  dress.    The  fatal  Monday  came,  and 
with  it  came  the  bill.     It  is  no  true  woman  who 
cannot  find  an  excuse ;    and  she,  with  the  air  of 
one   who    could   discharge    it,    said,    '  Leave    it 
there,    and  I  will    send    the    money.1     But  ser- 
vants have  quick  eyes :    the  decrease  of  her  ward- 
robe  had   not  been    unnoticed ;    the    maid  who 
attended  upon  her  knew  that  some  of  her  dresses 
had  disappeared ;    and   the    landlord,    duly  in- 
formed  of   this,    was   resolved    she    should    not 
escape  to  his  disadvantage.     He  soon  made  his 
appearance,    and  on  learning  the  truth  was    not 
slow  in  upbraiding  her.      Finding  that  nothing 
remained,  he  wisely  thought  that  an  empty  house 
was  better  than  a  bad  tenant,  and  gave  her  notice 
to  quit  directly.      In   vain  she   implored  to   be 
allowed  to  remain, — in  vain  she  declared  the  re- 
spectability   of   her   birth    and    her   connexions, 
and  her  certainty  that  a  friend  would  soon  re- 
lieve her, — every  fact  was  against  her,  excepting 
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hitherto  punctuality 
t<»l«l   to  deport,  ind  in  f"ul   *t« : 

turned    t'roni  the  home  with  all   het  worldl] 

upon  her  bock. 

•  I?    was   about  ■  n«l  wh  • 

long   sine.  I    Id,  biting  cold  bleu  the 

Wind  ;     a     ana]]     rain    ami    thicl  ontribut 

to  render  her  litaation  truly  pitiable,     sin 
in  ar  the  <l<»"r  from  which  ihe  hod  bi  nro- 

edj  insulted  by  the  wanton  a<*  they  ]u-<.L 
an-1  rebuked  bj  lome  of  Ion  hobiti  t<»r  being 
in  their  walk.      The  honri  cr  -till 

i.       i   saw  no   prooped    of  i  better   fate  than 

■  loek-np    li<";  S     •    lia<l    rallt-f],     and 

had  been  denied  admission  to  the  inn.     Her  I 
dor  frame,  on*  ronJd  - 

the  winter1!  cold  ;  ihe  trembled 

as  she  pound  closer  and  closer  around  1 

fold*  <  I"  her  last  remaining  shawL     Attracted  by 

>i(\  of  her  figure,  1  people  in  pass- 

turned  to  look  at  herj  and  vln-  a^  inrariably 

turned  sway,    until   one  more  resolute  than  | 

her  hand  snd  whispered  in  her  tar — 

■  M  las!  I1 —  It  was  ( fcyendish. 

I 
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the  misery  of  this  cruel  night !  I  am  without 
a  farthing ;  I  am  destitute  of  food,  of  clothing : 
oh,  hear  my  prayer,  and  turn  not  away  from  my 
supplications  ! ' 

"  '  It  is  good,'  said  Cavendish  in  a  low  tone, 
6  to  humble  pride.  My  revenge  now  feels  the 
thrill  of  delight !  Louisa  at  my  feet,  a  pauper, 
without  a  home,  without  food,  without  a  friend  !' 

"  <  Oh,  say  not  so,  Mr.  Cavendish  !  say  not 
so,  I  implore  you  !  You  know  to  what  I  was 
born,  and  what  I  had ;  assist  me,  and  every 
farthing  shall  be  repaid  if  I  work  until  I  die."1 

"  '  The  usual  tone  of  all  you  women  I1  replied 
this  infernal  demon.  6  You  run  into  debt,  and 
then  you  go  upon  the  town  to  procure  money. 
I  have  no  silver  about  me,  neither  have  I  any 
halfpence ;  but  you  are  young  and  pretty,  and 
cannot  want  long.' 

u  '  Cruel,  cruel  man,  thus  to  insult  one  whom 
you  have  ruined  !  Even  now  I  despise  you  more 
than  I  did.  Restore  me  a  guinea  of  the  money 
you  swindled  from  Harry,  and  relieve  your  con- 
science of  some  of  the  load  which  will  before  long 
press  heavily  upon  you.'' 
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k 

mv  Km!  !      1 1    •    I  .  tm    hen    in    t! 

i  from 
who  might   pan  in  theii  -••-.      I  '• 

I  ■ .    I .        I  *  .  ,-iluY,  tad 

I  j.  ad, 

a*  our  Little  drunken  divine       (     i  afed  I 
ke  the  ood  thii 

tin-  life.1    All.  Locum  !  you  have  ha.l  \ 

.M  in1  m  i  our  Little  drunken  person  at  1 
1    can    M-.m-.lv  beliete    my  m  lied 

I .  Yon  who 

Imi  lluur.l  .   this    stej> 

tin, — \..  i  who  prom 

bO    taunt   me   with    the    H  incm- 
of  i  1 1  \    bapp  b,    and   to 

idotioo   I'v   th 
I  I1 

I  in\    pretty    I 

ilwayi  turning ;  end  this  yon  know,  tli  torn 

it  takes  i!'  I 

gine  you  eannol   be  much  votte  than  \< 

I   propoee  I   will 

bouae  wh* 
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side,  and  I  dare  say  you  will  find  a  generous 
friend  in  the  lady  who  keeps  the  establishment. 
Thus  far  I  can  assist  you  :  but  I  again  repeat,  I 
have  no  time  to  lose,  and  this  chilling  wind  cuts 
me  in  half.'' 

61  4  Then  think,'  replied  Louisa,  '  what  /  suf- 
fer, deprived  of  half  my  usual  garments  !  But 
that  cold  is  trifling  to  the  misery  I  feel  whilst 
I  look  around  me  at  this  town  of  splendour  and 
of  noise,  and  find  myself  unknown  to  all  but 
yourself,  and  actually  starving  in  the  streets.'* 

"  '  Whv  don't  you  get  work  then,  and  not 
live  in  idleness  ?'  replied  Cavendish. 

"  <  Stop,  stop,  —  for  Heaven's,  if  not  for 
mercy's  sake,  stop!  I  cannot  bear  it.  I  have 
become  a  beggar  to  you,  because  I  really  thought 
that  you  had  some  regard  for  me.  I  cannot 
bear  the  insult, — I  cannot  longer  remain  to  be 
taunted,  to  be  thus  abused.  Once  more  I  appeal 
to  your  charity,  to  your  own  feelings  ;  and  if  I 
fail,  here  will  I  die  !' 

"  '  Be  mine,  Louisa  ?' 

"  '  Never,  never !'  she  replied. 

"  '  Come,  I  will  relieve  you.' 


,• 
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"  Cavendish  stopped,  and  then  said,  4 1  really 
cannot  provide  for  you  now — I  forgot  I  was  to  dine 
early — you  must  walk  about  and  keep  yourself 
warm  by  exercise ;  here  is  sixpence,  and  if  every- 
body gave  you  as  much  you  would  be  richer  than  I 
am.  It 's  coming  on  to  rain  quite  hard  ;  I  dare  say 
you  wish  you  were  in  your  snug  warm  apartments 
in  the  Hotel  de  Flandre — you  were  comfortable 
enough  then.  Now  hear  me,  Louisa  :  you  despised 
me,  now  I  shall  see  you  by  to-morrow  as  despicable 
as  woman  can  be — your  darling  Harry  is  now  revel- 
ling in  luxury,  you  are  starving — your  seducer  is  in 
warmth  and  comfort,  you  in  coldness  and  despair. 
Good  night. ,  And  he  called  a  coach,  into  which 
he  jumped  and  left  her. 

"  Louisa  was  now  alone.  She  walked  in  soli- 
tude ;  she  saw  about  her  those  who  abandoned 
themselves  —  who  yielded  to  their  appetites  ; 
she  heard  the  language  from  which  decency 
turns  her  ear,  and  modesty  is  startled  and  alarm- 
ed :  whichever  way  she  walked,  she  met  with  in- 
sult from  the  men,  and  abuse  from  her  own  sex ; 
and  needless,  of  course,  it  is  for  me  to  shadow  her 
feelings — her  bitter  feelings  and  remorse.  She 
had  walked  until  eleven  at  night,  and  was  then 
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offer  relief.     The  drowsy  watchman  as  he  passed 
her  said, 

"  *  Why,  young  woman,  I  think  you  had  bet- 
ter go  home.1 

"  She  looked  up,  and  in  a  faint  voice  said, 
6 1  have  no  home.' 

u  '  No  home  ?     Why,  where  do  you  live  T 

16  '  Here,'  replied  the  poor  creature. 

"  '  Lord  bless  me,'  continued  the  watchman, 
'  how  'toxication  is  gaining  ground  !'  and  walked  on. 

"  The  guardian  returned,  having  called  out 
<  Past  twelve,  and  a  cloudy  night.'  '  What,  still 
here  !'  said  he,  shaking  her  gently  by  the  shoulder. 
'  Why  don't  you  go  home  ?  I  say,  you  mustn't 
be  laying  about  the  steps  in  this  way, — you  must 
go  home,  or  I  must  take  you  to  the  watch-house.' 
Saying  which,  he  placed  his  lantern  near  her  face 
and  discovered  her  fair  features.  '  Why,  what  a 
pity  surely  !  and  such  a  pretty  girl,  too  !  Why, 
this  is  a  bad  station  you  have  taken.' 

66  Whilst  this  was  going  forward,  and  the 
night-guardian  was  becoming  a  little  amorous, 
three  or  four  young  men  in  high  spirits  were 
heard  advancing,  and  the  watchman  left  Louisa 
and  continued  his  rounds. 
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tress;  and  from  the  manner  you  have  used  in 
addressing  me,  you  must  have  seen  better  days.1 

w  These  were  the  first  kind  words  that  Louisa 
had  heard  since  her  actual  misery  ;  and  they  came, 
too,  in  a  voice  of  benevolence,  and  a  voice  which 
seemed  familiar  to  her  ear.  She  burst  into  tears, 
and  replied  :  '  I  am  an  outcast ; — I,  who  have 
known  splendour,  have  now  no  bed  on  which  to 
lay  my  exhausted  frame — no  home  to  shelter  me 
from  this  cruel  night.' 

"  '  Who  and  what  are  you  ?'  said  Charles. 

"'A  daughter  of  affliction — one  who  suffered 
her  love  to  conquer  her  discretion ;  who  has  been 
left  by  him  who  ruined  her,  and  who  is  now  an 
outcast  and  a  pauper/ 

"  *  Ah,  that  appeal  shall  not  be  in  vain  to  me  V 
replied  Charles ;  6  for  at  this  moment,  my  own, 
my  dear  Louisa  may  be  a  forlorn  wretch  If— 
Good  God !  what  ails  you  ?  Let  me  lift  you 
again.    Here,  watchman,  bring  your  lantern  here.1 

"  '  Nay,  nay,  do  not  let  him  come.  I  fell 
from  weakness.  I  was  afraid  you  were  going  to 
harrow  my  very  soul  by  some  recital.  But  do 
not and  that  name  too — it  cannot  be  !' 
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jury  she  sustained  by  my  son's  conduct.  She  is 
since  married.  She  has  lived  to  see  Cavendish 
altered  in  his  dress  and  manner,  almost  a  vagrant 
on  the  parish  ;  nay,  he  has  even  solicited  charity 
from  her — he  has  sued  to  her  he  nearly  ruined ; 
and  I  loved  Louisa  with  a  father's  love  when  I 
heard  that  she  had  discovered  the  almost  un- 
known retreat  of  that  ruined  scoundrel,  and  had 
sent  him  some  money,  with  merely  these  words 
in  the  envelope,  '  From  Louisa  Stanhope  to  Mr. 
Cavendish.'1 

"  Robert,  in  this  world  true  is  the  Scripture  — 
'  Man  is  born  unto  misery  as  the  sparks  fly  up- 
wards."' It  is  our  duty  to  live  for  others  as 
well  as  ourselves  ;  and  let  me  implore  you  not 
to  spurn  the  abject  creature  of  distress,  or  insult 
the  fallen  by  ridiculing  their  miseries ;  and  be 
this  engraven  in  your  heart,  that  when  it  shall 
please  God  to  bless  you  with  a  wife  and  a  family, 
beware  of  the  danger  of  idleness ;  implant  in 
your  children  a  due  and  proper  sense  of  religion, — 
teach  them  to  be  honourable  ;  make  it  their  boast 
to  be  gentlemen  in  the  fullest  acceptation  of  the 
term  :  and  remember,  that  early  habits  of  rever- 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Robert  felt  considerably  relieved  when  the 
old  gentleman  left  him  and  retired  to  rest. 
The  story  of  Harry  and  Louisa  struck  deep  in 
his  heart ;  and  when  he  turned  in  a  restless, 
feverish  manner  upon  his  pillow,  he  thought  of 
the  rascality  of  the  man  who  thus  could  use  a 
woman.  O  that  he  had  treasured  up  the  say- 
ings of  that  man  in  his  heart  !  O  that  he  had 
never  left  him  !  His  resolutions  as  to  future  con- 
duct were  like  the  repentance  of  the  sick  repro- 
bate :  relieve  him  of  his  malady,  and  his  evil 
propensities  return  ;  physic  him  back  into  health, 
and  you  purge  out  his  penitence.  Sad  picture  of 
human  frailties,  but  not  overdrawn. 

Douglass  awoke  rather  later  the  following 
morning,  and  to  his  surprise  learned  that  his  old 
friend  had  departed — not  this  life,  but  from  his 
house.        The   maid    told    him,   that    about    six 
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"  No,  sir,"  replied  the  little  servant,  who  had 
been  much  flattered  by  the  old  man's  compli- 
ments, and  who  exulted  in  her  riches — her  crown, 
— "  No,  sir,  I  never  could  find  out ;  and  although 
I  did  use  the  privilege  of  our  sex,  curiosity,  yet 
all  I  could  discover  were  the  letters  on  a  pocket- 
handkerchief  which  he  one  morning  forgot  to  put 
in  his  pocket :  they  were  worked  in  the  same 
coloured  silk  as  the  pocket-handkerchief  itself, 
and  I  made  out  a  B  and  an  H  ;  and  on  his 
portmanteau,  just  over  the  lock,  and  under  the 
leather,  was  a  small  round  plate  with  an  H 
upon  it." 

"  Did  you  never  see  any  letters  of  his,  Mary?" 
continued  Douglass ;  "  for  you  seem  to  have 
made  use  of  your  eyes.  Did  you  never  see  any 
papers, — in  short,  anything  that  had  his  name 
upon  it  ?" 

"  Never,  sir,  and  I  am  sure  I  tried  all  I  could  ; 
for  he  was  so  kind  in  his  manner  to  me,  that  I 
wanted  very  much  to  remember  his  name." 

"  Just  run  over  to  the  inn,  and  find  out  if 
he  went  by  the  Cheltenham  coach,"  said  Dou- 
glass ;   "  or  if  he  went  in  a  post-chaise  ; — in  short, 
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run  of  my  house :  he  has  at  any  rate,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  author  he  always  quoted, 
'  given  an  ardour  to  virtue,  and  confidence  to 
truth.'  His  story  is  worth  all  the  wine  he 
drank ;  and  as  for  any  other  expense,  he  saved 
it  all  in  the  coals  and  the  candles.  If  I  follow 
his  advice,  I  shall  be  the  better  man ;  and  for 
once  I  have  found  out  it  is  not  exactly  true, 
*  that  advice  when  asked  is  seldom  well  re- 
ceived ;  and  when  it  is  not  asked,  it  is  decidedly 
impertinent.1 " 

Thus  Robert  continued  moralizing  and  tack- 
ing together  "  wise  saws  and  modern  instances," 
until  he  remembered  that  four  days  had  passed, 
and  that  he  had  never  visited  Margaret  Anson, 
the  prettiest  girl  in  the  village,  and  one,  to  say 
the  truth,  with  whom  he  fancied  himself  very 
much  in  love.  Until  the  old  gentleman  called, 
he  had  never  missed  a  day  without  blockading 
the  high  street,  or  occasionally  stopping  close 
to  the  little  garden-gate  which  led  to  the  neat 
cottage  in  which  was  domiciled  his  only  hope. 

The  Ansons  were  of  good  birth,   and  could 
trace  back,  by  the  means  of  old  books,  and  now 
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"  Such  was  Margaret, — a  splendid  casket  con- 
taining a  coal.  She  had  the  fairest  form  and 
loveliest  face  that  man  ever  dared  to  dote  upon  ; 
but  she  was  idle,  selfish,  proud,  morose.  Mar- 
garet knew  no  pleasure  but  in  society ;  to  be 
condemned  to  her  own  resources  was  a  curse 
she  avoided  by  sleep.  She  was  one  of  those 
mealy  women,  who,  in  spite  of  clear  skins  and 
vivid  eyes,  are  strangers  to  the  genial  warmth  of 
love,  and  never  feel  its  influence  saving  when 
it  gratifies  their  vanity. 

66  Robert  did  not  know  her  then,  but  he  has 
since  known  her  better  :  bitterly  has  he  repented 
the  re-continuation  of  his  visits  after  the  departure 
of  the  old  man.  He  loved, — at  least  he  thought 
so :  he  could  never  bring  himself  to  any  useful 
occupation  ;  and  he  dissembled  when  he  appeared 
to  read  and  study  in  the  society  of  the  old 
gentleman ; — wherever  he  fixed  his  eyes,  there 
were  Margaret's ;  and  although  he  was  blind  as 
regarded  her  beauty,  yet  he  was  not  blind  to 
the  situation  in  which  he  stood :  he  felt  himself 
tolerated  rather  than  encouraged ;  when  no  other 
man  could  be   found  to    dawdle  out  the  hours, 
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ture ;    day  after  day  he  visited   the  cottage — he 
watched  for  some  favourable  symptom,  he  looked 
for  some  responding  glances,  he  listened  for  some 
unexpected  sigh.     He  might  have  watched,  and 
looked,  and  listened  until  Doomsday, — Margaret's 
heart  was  occupied  solely  by  itself;  and  she  re- 
garded  him  more    as  a   useful    appendage    than 
dreamt  of  him  as  a  lover.     Douglass  had  often 
met  with  rebukes  and  rebuffs  in  the  unguarded 
hints   of  one  or  two  of  the  Ansons  ;   but  Mar- 
garet had  been    either   too   kind   or   too  sleepy 
to  give  vent  to  her  feelings.     Upon  the  subject 
of  the  old  man,  he  had  however  some  few  diffi- 
culties to  overcome.    Some  of  his  very  best  friends 
took   the  trouble    to  circulate    that  the    account 
Robert  gave  of  his  own  family  was  all  false ;    that 
the    strange    man   who    had  excited   such  atten- 
tion in  the  village  was  his  father,  who  had  just 
met   with    some  reverses  in   his  business,  being 
by  trade  a  kind  of  omnium  gatherum  trader,  and 
had  visited  his  son  in  the  hopes  of  getting  some 
little  assistance.     The  charge  was  supported  more 
upon  circumstantial  than  positive  evidence  ;  but 
your  old  tattlers  and  retailers  of  scandal  or  in- 
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birth  of  his  sire.11  The  parson,  who  was  an  ho- 
nest, excellent  person,  asked  what  it  could  sig- 
nify to  others  if  Mr.  Douglass  chose  to  feed 
the  decrepit,  or  extend  his  charity  to  the  in- 
firm. But  amongst  the  women  he  lost  consider- 
able ground,  —  firstly,  for  having  done  a  good 
action  in  admitting  the  stranger  to  his  pew,  which 
was  called  vanity ;  and  secondly,  for  having  forced 
himself  into  their  society  under  false  colours. 

Robert  could  not  but  observe  this :  the  alter- 
ation in  the  nods  of  the  ladies  was  evident ;  he 
was  never  asked  to  join  the  attorney  and  the 
doctor  at  whist,  nor  was  he  ever  favoured  after 
church  with  the  friendly  bow  of  acquaintance  ; 
the  fact  is,  he  was  nearly  sent  to  Coventry,  and 
by  being  still  admitted  to  the  Ansons,  nearly 
bred  a  division  in  that  once  peaceful  neighbour- 
hood. 

One  day  in  spring,  for  the  winter  had  pass- 
ed and  he  had  been  neglected,  when  he  was 
walking  by  the  side  of  Margaret,  and  making 
all  manner  of  pretty  speeches,  she  suddenly  turn- 
ed round,  and  looking  him  full  in  the  face,  said — 
"  Pray  Robert,"  (she  always  called  him  Robert,) 


I  HE   IU1NBD  G  \mi 

••  who  was  th.it  dill  man  who  visited   von  f..r  : 
\  Jut  lasl 

•'   Why  rt  ill;  ,    M    '    .in-t,"    ; 

miliaritj ,)  4<  1  do  i  trt  know." 

•  \   ■  "  retorted  the  ir;rl 

(-»   be  aeo -inii-1 1   to   deny  one  whom   yoo    n 
bum 

M    Tli.it   may  all    b 

interrupted ;   "  bat  it   ii  i  bet  thai   I   cm 
my  band    upon    my   heart   ami    solemnly   JW1 
that  I  do  not  know  bii  name,  hit  calling,  or 
abod< . 

11   \V«  II,    Robert,    1  am    -..rry  to    hear    vmi    say 

as   it  matt    bn ■•  '1  i  little   distrust   b< 
ii-      I  cannot  pay  \  i  eompliment 

.  would  a«lmit  i  stranger  whom  j 

aw   in   your   lift-   into  JFOW    houae,    «-r  I 
«juit<-  inch  :i  fool  M  to  think  we  belli 

:f 

•  1  am  ion  .   M  i."  be  rep]  I  I  little 

hurt    hy    the     remark.    M  that    I    ha\ 

1  bad  the  pleaeuie  of  knowing  you — ami 
ind  real  pl<  d — told 

:ntruth  ;    and    I  aim    tl.  .     I 


222  WALSINGHAM, 

that  man  before  or  since  his  visit  here ;  that  I 
do  not  know  his  name  ;  and  that  my  servant,  as 
inquisitive  as  most  of  your  sex,  failed  also  to 
arrive  at  this  desirable  knowledge ; — nay,  if  you 
distrust  me,  perhaps  you  will  credit  her." 

"  Upon  your  honour  and  word,"  said  Mar- 
garet, looking  right  through  him  with  those  beau- 
tiful eyes  of  hers,  "  is  not  that  dirty  old  man 
your  father  ?" 

Robert  looked  at  her  in  cool  disgust  before 
he  answered  the  question.  "  Margaret,"  he  said, 
for  his  blood  was  up,  —  "  Margaret,  you  be- 
lieve me  as  false  as  yourself !"  She  started  with 
astonishment.  "  Nay,  hear  me  out,"  he  con- 
tinued. "  You  hear  me  pledge  the  honour  and 
word ,  of  a  gentleman  that  I  do  not  know  this 
person  ;  and  you  then,  having  evidently  stamped 
me  as  a  liar  in  your  own  mind,  ask  me  if  he  is 
not  my  father.  Could  I  by  any  subterfuge,  by 
any  compromise  of  conscience,  if  that  man  were 
my  father,  say  that  I  did  not  know  either  his 
name,  his  calling,  or  his  abode  ?" 

"  Every  one  in  the  village,"  continued  Mar- 
garet, "  thinks  him  your  father ;    and  they  say 
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There  was  a  kind  of  melting  softness  in  Mar- 
garet's eyes  :  she  looked  at  Douglass  as  much  as 
to  compassionate  him  for  the  virulence  of  the 
slander  he  had  undergone,  and  he  felt  that  now 
was  the  time  to  make  the  most  rapid  advances. 
He  had  for  the  last  six  months  taken  every  oppor- 
tunity of  admiring  her  beauty ;  he  had  painted 
her  as  the  perfection  of  a  woman,  although  he  was 
not  blind  to  her  occasional  coolness.  This,  lover- 
like, he  twisted  into  a  trial  of  his  affection,  and 
never  once  thought  it  could  arise  from  a  chilli- 
ness of  heart  or  an  utter  want  of  passion.  The 
enemy — that  is,  her  natural  apathy — was  now  off 
his  guard  ;  she  seemed  warmed,  perhaps  by  his  re- 
futation of  the  report,  and  being  conscious — for 
she  had  a  little  of  that  common  commodity 
—  that  she  had  insulted  him,  she  felt  inclined 
to  soften  the  asperities  and  to  acknowledge  the 
reaction.  "A  faint  heart,"  he  said  to  himself, 
"  never  won  a  fair  lady :  now  is  the  time  ;  this 
is  the  tide  which  taken  in  the  flood  leads  on  to 
glory  ;  here 's  a  chance,  here 's  an  opening,  and 

by I  '11   try  !"     At    this  moment  he  quite 

forgot  how  unlikely   it   was  that  a  girl  of  eigh- 
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was  not  strictly  true  ;  and  now  I  tell  you  another 
truth  I  have  longed  many  times  to  divulge.  Look 
at  this  dear  little  hand  in  mine,  Margaret.11  She 
looked  upon  it  as  if  it  had  been  a  stone.  "  Do 
you  see  how  well  formed  mine  is  to  hold  and  to 
protect  it  ?" 

"  Yes,11  said  she. 

Robert  startled  and  continued :  "  Then  accept 
mine  as  the  protector  of  yours.  Oh,  make  me 
really  happy  !  Whatever  I  have  is  yours.  Say,  say 
you  love  me, — say  you  accept  me  as  your  hus- 
band.11 She  looked  at  him  for  some  time  :  they 
say,  if  a  woman  considers,  she  is  lost.  Robert 
trembled  with  anxietv  ;  he  felt  his  limbs  totter 
beneath  their  weight ;  he  watched  every  glance — 
the  murder  was  out,  he  had  spoken,  and  now  his 
doom  was  about  to  be  completed.  He  was  afraid 
the  poor  girl  would  have  fainted ;  he  was  ready  to 
catch  the  falling  angel  in  his  arms  ;  he  was  in  the 
horror  of  suspense,  when  she  turned  short  round 
upon  her  heel,  burst  out  a-laughing,  and  ran 
home,  leaving  Robert  like  a  statue  fixed  to  the 
ground,  and  looking  at  the  flying  figure  of  the 
nymph. 

It  would  not  be  a  very  pleasant  amusement  to 
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seemed  concealed  in  Pandora's  box ;  he  thought 
all  the  evil  was  out,  and  that  her  mother  might 
have  altered  the  determination  of  the  daughter. 
Margaret  met  him  at  the  door  with  her  usual 
welcome :  she  asked  him  if  he  remained  long  in 
the  field  after  she  left  him  ;  and  if  he  had  not  been 
blinded  by  her  beauty,  he  might  have  known  her 
for  the  heartless,  worthless  creature  he  afterwards 
found  her.  Mrs.  Anson  took  him  aside,  and  in 
the  kindest  manner  offered  a  palliative  for  her 
daughter's  behaviour :  she  said,  that  for  herself 
and  her  daughter  she  could  answer,  by  saying 
that  Margaret  had  never  observed  any  particular 
alteration  on  Robert's  part ;  and  that  the  frequent 
intimacy  for  such  a  length  of  time  without  any 
declaration,  was  a  sufficient  proof  to  them  that  he 
had  no  serious  intentions :  she  then,  as  kindly  as 
woman  can  speak  about  insuperable  objections, 
mentioned  his  fortune,  and  her  knowledge  that  he 
had  no  expectation  for  the  future ;  and,  after  a 
vast  number  of  compliments  to  himself,  declar- 
ed that  Margaret  still  highly  valued  his  friend- 
ship, although  she  hoped  he  would  never  mention 
the  subject  of  love  any  more.     Once  or  twice  a 
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been  your  manner  in  thus  giving  me  to  under- 
stand that  I  have  no  prospect  of  success  here- 
after, yet  I  cannot  help  lamenting  that  you  cling 
to  some  sinister  idea  relative  to  that  old  man,  who 
was  a  friend  of  my  father's,  and  to  whom  I  ex- 
tended the  little  civility  I  had  to  offer.11 

"  Oh,  then  you  did  know  him  P11  she  hastily 
replied. 

"  No,  indeed  I  did  not,11  said  Robert ;  "  and 
if  at  this  moment  I  were  to  be  hung  at  the  gal- 
lows, and  the  naming  of  that  man's  name  would 
save  me,  I  should  be  hung  to  a  certainty.11  She 
turned  away  with  an  incredulous  sneer,  and  Ro- 
bert saw  his  sentence  of  exclusion  written  legibly 
enough  on  the  countenance  of  his  dear  friend 
Mrs.  Anson. 

It  happened  about  four  months  afterwards, 
that  one  or  two  young  men  dropped  in  to  Mrs. 
Anson's,  and  Robert  was  one  of  the  party.  After 
that  once  national,  and  now  doubly  national  be- 
verage, since  it  is  picked  from  our  own  hedges — 
tea,  a  dance  was  proposed,  and  Robert  stood  up 
opposite  to  Margaret  in  a  state  of  utter  despon- 
dency.    He  thought  it  was  for  the  last  time  that 
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iln.iit    t  A    man  -till  c\i-t>  wli 

mbled  into  law,  and  although  he  felt   I. 
re,    if  truth  and  jual 
he   went   Into  court  he  rcn  the 

•   I  •  i  I  feel  I  am  t-.  lo 

A  month  prerioualj  t.»  this,  and  the 
.  when  the  morning  came  an  which  that 
to  l>.   beard,  be  amid,  M  I  will  Kaj  tl. 
thai   I  an  not   beat   thi  "  the  U 

wa-  'I  l»«>ih  wanna 

I  it  the  i  r  brand  tin-  at  I  I 

superstition  ;   <>ur  grvate  ' 
warned    of  tl. 
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same  evening.  Nelson  had  a  tinge  of  this  at 
Trafalgar,  and  Sir  Peter  Parker  openly  expressed 
it  the  night  of  his  death. 

They  had  danced  one  quadrille,  and  Robert 
had  lugged  his  legs  after  him  something  like  a 
sweep  does  his  broom,  when  he  felt  a  lightness 
of  heart  for  which  he  could  not  account.  Al- 
though in  the  titters  of  the  girls  and  the  looks 
of  the  men  he  could  see  that  he  was  the  object 
of  distrust  and  remark,  yet  suddenly  he  felt  an 
elasticity  of  mind  which  a  Londoner  feels  when 
hastily  removed  to  Paris.  He  laughed  and 
flirted,  and,  in  spite  of  all  untoward  events, 
he  never  felt  happier  in  his  life.  About 
eleven  o'clock  the  dance  was  done,  the  tray 
brought,  and  silence  succeeded  the  noise  of  youth 
and  merriment.  It  was  during  that  pause,  that 
the  servant  entered,  and  said  that  Mr.  Douglass 
was  wanted  immediately  at  home, — that  a  gentle- 
man had  arrived  from  London  in  great  haste,  and 
begged  that  Mr.  Douglass  would  see  him  directly. 

To  the  inquiries,  Robert  only  learned  that 
the  stranger  was  a  middle-aged  man,  that  he 
came  down  post,  and  had  not  arrived  more  than 
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five  minutes*      In   a  country  village,  a  post-chaise 
in  object  of  icrutinv  1>\   .!;.  .  but  when    it 
in  the  iha]  h  1» v  n 

tongue  i^  rare   t-p  l..    ,  mploy<  d   i 

upon    the   "''j'  I 

boim  had  Lr,»n<-   to   the  Elephant  and  l> 
I   curiosity  wi  lad.     R 

bandi  foi  tin-  last   time,  ai  he 
thought,  i uli  M       knaon.    1  l>  remarked 
le    change    in    bet     manner;    ifa 
d  down  a  little,  and  hoped   1 1  >uM 

call  to-monoi .      Even   M  and  in 

tho  expression  that  the  hoped  nothing 

irp'1,  l>»t!  momentary  feeling  for  hii 

I,  !i«-  thought,  welfare  in  life. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

Robertas  house  was  not  more  than  five  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  cottage,  and  he  took  about 
two  hops,  skips,  and  jumps  to  arrive  at  the  door. 
Here  he  found  a  short  pragmatical-looking  man 
in  full  possession  of  the  fire,  rubbing  his  hands 
and  looking  quite  at  home.  On  Robert's  entrance 
he  rose,  and  having  asked  him  if  he  was  Mr. 
Robert  Douglass,  the  son  of  John  Douglass 
deceased,  he  gave  him  a  very  smiling  look,  and 
told  him  that  he  had  come  post  to  see  him, 
having  business  of  great  importance  to  transact. 

"  In  the  first  place,  sir,"  he  said  to  Robert, 
"  it  is  my  duty  to  ask  you  some  few  questions, 
which  I  trust  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to 
answer.1'  Douglass  nodded  assent,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded. "  Pray,  sir,  were  you  ever  acquainted 
with  one  Mr.  Benjamin  Houghton  ?" 


I  ill.    Ki  [NED   G  \M1>1  l.i:. 
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had  the  bonooi  of  kno  •  I 

\        I:  ii   t«.   I  .nil 

thai  n  farnitare  . 

iralki 

•■  I  think,  the  little  quiz,  •• 

moat  be   labouring  under   bodh  t   I 

.•mi  am  /  ba?e  made  none      I 
name,    the   name  and   aombet 
tin-  village    in  which    yon    reside,    the    aamc 
your  father  and  your  rami! 

1  )mi_i,'la.ss    looked    at    tin-    memorandum,    which 
was  made  in  a  pocket-b  d  then 

In-  :'idl  in  tin-  bee,  (he  COuld  ha\. 

am  had  it  been  requisite,)  he  answered,  •    \ 

inlj,   tin-  can  b  al  h>r  no  other 

than  myself/1 

I •.      .    c  mtinned  th<  aa^e 

an)  letter  directed  to  you  which  may  hai 
!•'.    ill,    post,    will  you  In-  kind  enough   to 
In-  dire 
••  I  1   mil,"  repl        1 1  pesv 

l    handing    OUl 

little  gentleman  ran  hk  1   retnn 
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to  him,  saying,  "  Are  you  quite  sure,  sir,  you 
do  not  know  any  person  of  the  name  of  Ben- 
jamin Houghton  ?" 

1,6  I  am  just  as  certain,  sir,  as  that  I  have  the 
honour  of  seeing  you  before  me,"  replied  Dou- 
glass. "  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief,  I  only  have  had  one  person  besides  your- 
self inside  these  doors  with  whose  name  I  was 
not  acquainted  ;  and  he  was  an  old  gentleman  to 
whom  I  offered  some  civility." 

44  Is  it  long,  sir,  since  he  left  you  ?*"  continued 
the  stranger. 

"  It  may  be  now  about  three  or  four  months," 
was  replied. 

"  Will  you  describe  him,  if  you  please  ?  for 
I  fancy  this  is  the  same  gentleman,"  resumed 
the  stranger. 

Robert  did  so  in  no  very  good  humour ;  for 
he  by  no  means  relished  this  kind  of  examina- 
tion, and  certainly  was  not  in  the  vein  to  be 
over  and  above  civil  to  this  stranger,  for  he  put 
the  questions  to  him  as  a  matter  of  right,  which 
Robert  did  not  comprehend. 

"  I  am  satisfied,"  replied  the  stranger,  ?'  that 
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no  mista         \  ill, 
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of  in  tell  1 

-Mi   thai    ii;\   q  teh 

-an  I  ■ .    the    holier  tin-   lato 

I  -  ,  tl   1 1  i      bto  ! 

tr-.n:      1,  !u.r,      tli 

.,.  purpose, — perhapa  the  unfortunate  «! 
bis  son,  who  comroil  icidein  Paris, — <■• 

<  <\  In-  name.     I  !<•  hs 

d  a  kind  of  wandering  hermit " 

**  ll«    usnl  t<»  call  bimself  a  pilgrim,*    R 

ruptod. 
••  \  I        Idora  p 

in  one  pis  II'"   tl .■  d. 

•    1 1>  n  the 

for,  from  • 

•  In--,     In-    p.rul 

)i«-  related   the  whol  I   his  » 

ion   with    M        Louisa   Si 
ilihg   ln>   Dame,    I    lu 
trad u- 1  the    nali<  il  which   idle 

d    N«r\    much    U)    niy    injur)  ;    tl 
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have,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  goodness,  called 
him  a  hawking  pedlar,  and  dubbed  the  good 
old  soul  as  my  father.  He  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a  gentleman  by  birth  and  manner,  although 
sadly  soured  by  the  world." 

"  I  wish  he  had  been  my  father,"  replied 
the  solicitor;  "  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  you 
will  have  no  cause  to  regret  your  civility  and 
your  attention  to  him.  But  to  the  point  :  he  is 
dead " 

"  I  am  truly  sorry  to  hear  it,"  replied  Robert ; 
"  for  I  grew  much  attached  to  him,  and  the  con- 
tentment he  seemed  to  enjoy  in  my  society  made 
me  anxious  to  see  him  again." 

"  Of  course,  sir,  you  are  already  prepared  to 
hear  that  he  has  left  you  some  money." 

"  Some  trifling  mark  of  his  esteem,  I  sup- 
pose," said  Douglass,  "  and  for  which  I  confess 
myself  thankful,  however  little  it  may  be.  You 
see  here,  sir,  all  my  worldly  goods ;  and  you  will 
do  me  the  favour  of  remaining  here  to-night, 
so  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  ordering  my  spare 
bed  to  be  ready."  He  then  rang  the  bell ;  and 
Mary,  who  had  been  listening  at  the  door,  and 
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ht  ihr  sound  '•  ti  — 

tleman,  fee.  apf*  an  d  ins!  intly  to    tfc  nd  thi 
moos. 

0  Robert   said,    M  wi 

talk   to-morrow,    for   I   suppose   yon   are   rather 
tnv.i;" 

N  on    C<  rtainly,     Mr.    I  hm-_ 
as  coolly  u  any  philosophy  r.     N  on  art-  ai  it  .  I 

suppose,   thai    Mr.  Houghton  died  rery  rich   in- 

1  - 

u  I  am  in  remembnu  bis  haying  spoken 

once  01  t« ice  of  bii  Foil  npliol  I ) 

ntl    tli.it    li«-    would    willing!) 
thing  I  ire  lii>  ion  to  life ;   l>ut  .-i>  t.»  the 

mount,   I  c  in  form  ao  estimate  wl 

dreai  In-  was  d<   (        us.*1 
I  .1  abstemious  manner  of 

life  whicfi  made  him  the  rich  man  he  was, 
tinned  tli<-  solicil  bit  property  hai  \ 

t*ull\  increased  during  it^  nnrain 

•    I   hope   li«-   has   j>r<>\i«l«<l   foi    l 

I     lv<>!>  for    although    I    hare    i 

svvn    li<  r.  "in    In  must    I 

ulUml   much    from   tin-    h  ur  of  I. 
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He  often  mentioned  his  having  done  all  that  for- 
tune could  do  to  restore  her  to  her  proper  posi- 
tion." 

"  He  has  not  neglected  her  ;  for  after  some 
few  trifling  legacies,  one  of  which  is  to  myself, " 
said  the  stranger,  ci  he  has  left  his  fortune 
between  Louisa  and  yourself.'''' 

"  Sir?"  said  Robert. 

u  You  will  find  yourself  by  these  presents," 
said  the  little  man,  smiling,  "  in  possession  of 
^70,000." 

"  Damnation  !"  said  Robert ;  and  he  jumped 
up  and  kissed  the  attorney.  He  thought  he  was 
mad,  and  got  up  in  the  corner ;  but  Robert 
caught  him  by  the  coat :  "  Sit  down,"  said  he, — 
"  out  with  it  all ;"  and  then  looking  him  full 
in  the  face,  said,  "  Are  you  quite  certain  you 
are  not  humbugging  me  ?" 

"  Humbugging  you,  sir !"  replied  the  soli- 
citor, returning  his  look.  "  I  tell  you,  sir,  I 
am  his  solicitor,  his  executor,  his  oldest  friend, 
and  now  come  down  to  do  the  last  act  honour- 
ably,— to  put  you  into  quiet  possession,  to  take 
you  to  town  to-morrow,  and " 
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• — foi  1 
the  devil  himtflf  although  I  m  in  attorney, — 
I   introduce   myeelf  to   you  m   Mr.   Verity,    oi 
the   linn   of  Verity,    II  I  jrle 

44  Now,  Mr.  Verity,  I'll  hi 
.  1 1      rt;  u  end  yon  lad  1  oil]  tun  ek  thro  i 
all   ■teed)    habttl    and    crack   a  bottle.       S       nty 
thoueend  pounds  ami  M  m  .'" 

\  i 

Y.  -.    I  —  Mary,   bete   y.. 

in  t  K      :  ■ .    . 

beU  down. 

plied  t  I 

be  cold  iteah  yoo  left  it  dun, 
■■  ( {old  ito  I  v 

and   l»u\   in.    the  whole        I 
:  mpp  I 
N  ntexTupted   \  I 

roi  m 
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begin  my  advice  and  open  my  account.     Mary, 

run  to  the  inn  and  desire  them  to  send  a  plate  of 

ham  and  a  cold  fowl." 

"  Money,    sir,    if   you    please,"   said    Mary, 

curtseying  and  looking  at  Robert. 

"  I  have  not  enough  about  me  to  jingle  upon 

a  tombstone,"  replied  Douglass  :   "  tell  them  I  '11 
pay  them  to-morrow." 

"  No,  no,"  said  Verity :  "I  thought  you 
might  want  some  supplies,  so  I  brought  you 
down  fifty  pounds.  Here,  Mary,  my  child,  take 
this  sovereign  and  pay  for  it :  and  be  back  as 
soon  as  possible,  for  it  grows  late,  and  I  must 
return  to  town  early  to-morrow." 

"  Order  four  horses  to  be  here  with  this  gentle- 
man's carriage  at  ten  precisely,"  said  Robert. 
"  I  vow  I  will  go  out  of  this  scandalous  parish 
with  a  flourish.  Now,  Mr.  Verity,  it  is  no  use 
your  holding  up  your  hands  like  a  rope-dancer 
trying  to  keep  his  balance ;  for  if  you  knew  how 
I  have  been  insulted,  abused,  reviled,  rejected, 
you  would  say  it  was  innocent  revenge,  which 
will  cost  my  enemies  no  money  and  me  no  con- 


cern." 
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"  On   this   point  a.s  you  like,    then,  Mr.  1>      _•- 
lass  |   h        I 

look   if  u  rurnitun  <>  di-j  the 
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luci.  don't   tall    into   a   lawittit, — 

worst  suit  any  ti 
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])llc«l    D 
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want   to  defend  an  action  at  eommon  law,  go  to 
FtmUfiTl    Inn.    and  hunt  uj>  ftfa  readiest  ro_ 
of  the  hatch.      lint   I   will  Ufa  I 
respect,  at  lea>  house." 

•      II  ;     I  » 

here's  M  \u^  ami  chuckling  lik<  mtj 

ma^  I  -read  it  out,  ni\  la*- ; — In -r-  . 

s  and  ruiniiiairr    tin-  Q  liar, — don't    bt  - 
hand    uj>  all    \  find —  I 

drunk. — And    now,    Mr. 
\     •  -ur  account  of  lh«  tl  of 

Mi    1 1         iii    11.     Iiton.      "^  .    •  course, 

that   1  ouly  saw  hiui  ur   daw    m    my 

M   | 
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and  that  under  peculiar  circumstances ;  so  that 
if  I  do  appear  rather  in  high  spirits  at  my  good 
fortune,  I  am  sure  you  will  do  me  the  credit 
to  absolve  me  from  all  hypocrisy.  If  I  were  to 
begin  and  cry  and  sigh,  to  rend  my  heart  and 
tear  my  garments, — or,  as  was  done  by  an  ancient 
people,  root  out  my  hair, — why,  you  would  be- 
lieve me  to  be  a  snivelling  fellow  in  whom  no 
confidence  could  be  placed.  I  liked  old  Ben- 
jamin, both  himself  and  his  upper  garment  of 
the  same  name  ;  he  might  have  lived  longer,  and 
I  should  not  have  repined, — he  might  have  re- 
turned to  my  humble  dwelling  and  been  wel- 
come :  but  since  it  has  pleased  God  to  take 
him,  and  pleased  him  to  leave  me  some  of  his 
money,  why  I  am  sorry  he  is  gone  if  he  wished 
to  live,  but  glad  as  to  the  result.  And  so  I  make 
a  clean  confession  to  my  legal  adviser ." 

"  Spoken  out  boldly,  like  a  conscientious  evi- 
dence which  it  is  no  use  cross-examining,"  re- 
plied Verity:  "  I  can  enter  into  your  feelings. 
The  poor  old  gentleman,  after  he  left  you  in 
November  last,  returned  to  town  and  made  a 
new  will.     He  remained  only  long  enough  for  the 
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■■■""         He  left  mc  almost  directly,  and  I 

in    ( 'heltenham,  where    he  was    remar'. 
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just  clever  enough  to  perceive  that  his  patient 
was  about  to  leave  him,  recommended  calling 
in  a  physician ;  but  Mr.  Houghton  strenuously 
objected  to  throwing  away  money  upon  so  bad 
a  subject  as  himself.  I  arrived  in  the  middle 
of  the  argument ;  I  instantly  despatched  a  boy 
for  Dr.  Baillie,  who  fortunately  was  at  home. 
Directly  he  visited  the  patient,  he  gave  him  a 
general  release,  as  he  saw  he  could  not  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  case  ; — in  fact,  it  was  evident 
that  an  action  had  been  declared  against  him,  and 
he  had  entered  an  appearance." 

"  Not  by  attorney,  Mr.  Verity  ?" 

".  No,  thank  God  !  not  just  yet.  However,  he 
rallied  a  little,  and  sending  every  one  out  of  the 
room  but  myself,  he  recapitulated  the  outline  of 
Louisa's  fall  owing  to  his  son,  and  then  gave  a 
brief  picture  of  your  open  pew  and  doors.  He 
called  upon  me  to  be  your  guide  as  I  had  been 
his ;  and  then  giving  me  a  hint  that  my  fee  would 
have  been  quite  enough  for  the  doctor,  he  direct- 
ed me  to  have  no  fuss  and  nonsense  about  pa- 
rading his  carcass  for  a  field-day,  but  to  pop  it 
into  a  long  wooden   case,  and  send  it  down  by 


i  hi.  iiriM.ii  nimrri  i  247 

tin-  ran  to   LtMgMt   Howe,  to  be 
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lodging — excepting  that   no  one  would  hi 

him  ot 
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he  passed  on  without  observation  until  his  last 
moments  ;  the  apothecary  believing  him  to  be  al- 
most a  pauper ; — and  the  good  old  woman  who 
nursed  him  was  much  of  the  same  opinion  ;  he 
had  hired  her  at  ten  shillings  the  month,  and  had 
paid  a  fortnight  in  advance.  I  believe  the  old 
female  thought  I  wanted  a  nurse,  when  I  gave 
her  a  ten-pound  note  for  the  trouble  she  had 
had,  and  the  kind  feeling  she  had  manifested. 
Now,  sir,  as  the  time  draws  on,  and  we  have  suf- 
ficient to  do  for  to-morrow,  here  is  to  your  health 
and  wealth  :  may  you  spend  it  honourably,  and 
go  down  to  your  grave  at  a  good  old  age,  re- 
spected by  the  poor  of  Longdale  House,  which 
estate,  besides  the  70,000/.  is  yours,  and  left  free 
of  all  encumbrances,  or  of  settlements.  He 
once  thought  of  making  you  take  his  name  ;  but 
he  considered  that  some  of  the  slander  which 
had  been  affixed  to  his  son  might  by  mistake 
be  given  to  you,  and  thus  hurt  your  prosperity. 
So  now,  sir,  having  broken  the  ice  of  our  ac- 
quaintance, I  shall  betake  myself  to  bed,  and 
hope  that  to-morrow  before  ten  we  shall  be  quite 
ready  to  start  for  London." 
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near  his  own — he  had  always  considered  twelve 
years  as  necessary ;  he  knew  by  experience  that 
a  parity  of  age  never  conduces  to  happiness — he 
knew  well  the  difference  between  a  man  and  a 
woman  at  forty-five ;— still,  he  liked  the  Ansons, 
and  he  began  to  harbour  a  slight  affection  for 
Julia,  who  was  then  only  sixteen,  and  who  pro- 
mised to  be  as  fine  a  woman  as  her  sister,  with- 
out being  so  much  spoiled  or  so  selfish.  Then  he 
wandered  away  to  Paris  and  to  Rome ;  and  after 
a  night  through,  in  which  he  dozed  but  never 
slept,  he  was  aroused  by  Mary  at  3even  o'clock, 
and  went  through,  for  the  last  time  for  many 
years,  the  drudgery  of  being  his  own  servant. 
He  was  down,  dressed  and  ready,  by  eight 
o'clock.  He  presented  Mary  with  ten  pounds,  by 
way  of  beginning  ;  he  gave  instructions  as  to  the 
house,  and  took  good  care  to  let  his  little  tat- 
tling maid  know  his  good  fortune  ;  then  telling 
her  that  if  when  Mr.  Verity  was  ready  for  break- 
fast he  had  not  returned,  she  would  find  him 
somewhere  about  the  Ansons1  gate. 

It  happened  that  as  he  approached  the  gate  he 
met  a  gang  of  strolling  gipsies  ;  and  being  accost- 
ed by  a  rather  pretty  girl  of  the   tribe,  who  was 
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he  advanced  to  shake  her  little  hand,  Margaret 
asked  him  to  come  in  and  breakfast.  He  pleaded 
the  presence  of  his  solicitor,  and  scarcely  heeded 
the  congratulations  of  Mrs.  Anson,  whose  head 
was  now  exhibited,  and  who  seconded  the  invita- 
tion ;  but  at  that  moment  he  saw  Mary,  and 
waving  his  hand  as  he  offered  to  carry  any 
parcel  to  town  for  them,  he  turned  round,  and 
was  soon  at  home. 

Robert  began  to  think  the  gipsy  was  right  on 
every  point,  for  on  many  he  knew  her  to  be  so. 
To  be  sure,  he  knew  that  every  man  who 
was  not  tied  by  the  leg  either  to  a  counter 
or  a  shop-board  must  travel  a  good  deal ; 
and  as  for  love,  what  would  a  gipsy  girl's  pro- 
phecy be  without  a  spice  of  that  ?  —  every  man 
must  fall  in  love,  or  fancy  himself  to  be  so.  In 
short,  he  turned  it  all  over  in  his  mind,  and 
came  to  this  conclusion :  that  if  he  was  to  be 
ruined  after  all,  and  know  poverty  and  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  poor,  he  might  as  well  have 
some  fun  for  his  money ;  and  as  to  his  yester- 
day's love,  be  had  already  eased  himself  of  that, 
or  all  the  solicitors  in  the  world  would  never  have 
kept  him  from  Margaret. 


I  HE    Hi  [NED    0AMEST1  R. 


(  HAPTER  XII 

\i  -k  Mr.  Writy  and    Douglaai  left 

tin-   hitter    ami   proceeded   lo 
I.  ndon.     Robert  •■  of  pl< 

known  t«»  him  ln-forr  whm  he  obeerred  levera]  of 
In-  old   maiden  friends  wasehii  departui 

be  wajred  i  motl 

irinr.l     Ik.u     scv(  n  1\     thev     I 

tnHin^  drilil  r.      It 

was  resolved    during   the  joun  old 

should   In-   I>uri«<l    in  :i  <! 
wit'  in    tin 

j  broke  down  hi-  dii  "ird 

t«»  the  Mm  by  111:1km-  :i  hearse  Into  111 
Thev   had   little  time   t<»   1 
t"<»r  it  was  agreed  U      \  iKl 

1 1  corpse,  t<»  ; 

him  ui  possess  nge  all  l 


254  WALSINGHAM, 

preliminary  necessaries.  Douglass  took  care  to 
have  a  regular  vault  made,  and  ordered  a  most 
splendid  monument — one  not  unlike  that  cele- 
brated mark  of  affection  planned  by  the  present 
king  over  the  late  queen  of  Prussia. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  vanity  of  human  nature 
began  to  embitter  the  moments  of  Robert's  life. 
When  he  first  saw  Longdale,  he  saw  a  paradise. 
It  was  beautifully  situated  on  a  gentle  rising 
ground ;  the  long,  even  shaved  lawn  finishing  at  the 
bank  of  a  large  lake  of  water  :  beyond  this  was  a 
thick  wood,  which  flanked  the  eastern  side  of  the 
house,  protecting  it  from  the  cold  winds  of  that 
quarter ;  whilst  on  the  left  was  one  of  the  most 
splendid  views  in  the  county  of  Kent.  The 
house  was  spacious,  but  too  elegantly  furnished  : 
Robert  was  afraid  to  move  his  own  chairs  for  fear 
of  spoiling  their  splendour.  Every  room  was  in 
excellent  preservation  ;  and  the  old  housekeeper 
who  welcomed  him  to  this  godsend  declared 
that  ever  since  Mr.  Houghton  had  visited  it,  which 
was  six  weeks  previous  to  this  day,  she  had,  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  been  busily  employed  in 
preparing  the  house    for  its  new  master.     This 
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made  its  dusty  appearance.  Robert  saw  the  cof- 
fin of  Benjamin  Houghton  placed  in  the  vault ; 
he  heard  the  service  of  the  dead  in  solemn  accents 
read  over  him,  he  threw  some  dust  himself  upon  his 
grave,  and  he  became  the  full  and  only  possessor 
of  the  soil — for  he  who  owned  it  was  become  a 
part  of  it.  He  gave  some  directions  as  to  render- 
ing the  monument,  when  it  should  be  finished,  an 
object  worthy  to  meet  the  eye ;  and  after  sleep- 
ing that  night  at  Longdale,  accompanied  Verity 
to  town  in  order  to  settle  his  affairs  before  he 
began  to  put  his  schemes  into  operation.  His 
first  wish  was  to  see  Louisa  Stanhope,  now  Louisa 
Walton.  She  attended  at  Verity's,  in  order  to 
sign  the  release  with  her  husband,  and  Robert 
could  not  but  admire  the  regularity  of  her 
beauty :  she  was  now  only  twenty-five,  and  a 
finer  woman  could  not  be  seen  in  the  metropolis. 
When  Robert  was  first  introduced  to  her,  she 
led  him  aside  from  the  desk  and  the  parchments, 
and  said,  "  You  know  my  history,  I  am  inform- 
ed ;"  and  the  large  tears  filled  her  beautiful  eyes. 
She  was  in  deep  mourning,  and  spoke  in  terms  of 
the  warmest  gratitude  of  old  Mr.  Houghton,  but 
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over-much"  in  religion,  so  we  may  say,  "  Be  not 
honourable  over-much  in  society.  There  are  al- 
ways one  or  two  white  lies  which  are  absolutely 
necessary ;  but  Charles  would  not  tell  a  white 
lie  to  please  either  his  colonel  or  his  king.  He  was 
one  who  had  profited  by  example,  and  often  said 
that  he  considered  the  whole  career  of  Harry 
to  have  been  influenced  by  the  falsehood  he  told 
his  father  when  he  promised  not  to  see  his  wife 
for  two  years, — it  was  God's  judgment  for  the 
untruth.  To  Charles  Stanhope,  who  received 
a  handsome  legacy,  Robert  became  much  attach- 
ed ;  and  in  order  to  let  him  see  the  rise  of  his 
fortune,  Robert  engaged  him  to  visit  him  at 
his  old  abode  in  the  village — to  sit  in  the  pew 
where  the  old  gentleman  sat,  to  sleep  in  his 
bed,  and  to  share  some  of  the  good  things  he 
was  now  enabled  to  offer  from  the  unexpected 
liberality  of  Mr.  Houghton.  In  the  mean  time 
he  made  various  purchases,  and  sent  down  some 
of  the  good  things  of  this  life.  Mary  circulated 
the  report  that  Mr.  Douglass  was  about  to  re- 
turn ;  and  the  gossips  of  the  village  imagining 
from  this  circumstance  that  his  good  fortune  had 
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my  dear  Margaret,   that  discretion,   not  dislike, 
prompted  your  refusal." 

"  I  dare  say  he  would  do  as  well  as  another,  mam- 
ma ;  and  I  suppose  we  shall  live  in  London.  I 
really  long  to  leave  this  wretched  dull  hole,  and  see 
something  more  of  the  world.  Besides,  you  can 
all  come  and  stay  with  us,  excepting  Julia,  and  she 
is  too  young  to  be  out  yet." 

"  I  have  got  the  gipsy's  prophecy,"  said  the 
little  Julia,  blushing ;  "  and  I  shall  go  to  town, 
you  may  rely  upon  it,  Margaret :  you  cannot  be 
jealous  of  my  beauty  or  influence." 

"  A  prophecy  ?"  interrupted  Margaret :  "  girls 
of  sixteen  had  better  think  of  their  governess 
than  of  their  future  husbands.  Why,  you  don't 
think  that  he  would  marry  you  ?" 

"  If  he  asks  me,"  replied  the  open-hearted  Julia, 
"  I  shall  have  him ;  for  he  is  a  kind  man,  and 
never  yet  said  a  harsh  word  to  me.  But  I  wonder 
if  he  has  gone  to  town,  and  if  he  will  return  ?" 

"  They  say  that  he  has  got  50,000/.  from 
that  old  man  who  visited  him  three  months  since, 
and  that  he  was  not  his  father,"  continued  Mar- 
garet ;  "  so  that  he  has  not  been  sailing,  as  Mr. 
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she  described  Robert  so  well,  that  I  think  I  shall 
take  compassion  upon  him,  since  Margaret  only 
likes  his  money.  But  I  won't  quarrel  with  my 
pretty  sister  about  him ;  and  if  he  speaks  to  you 
first,  you  may  have  him,  on  conditions  that  I  am 
to  be  one  of  the  bridesmaids.  So  now  we  are 
agreed,  give  me  a  kiss,  and  I  will  go  to  my 
studies.  I  wonder  when  I  shall  have  done  with 
Miss  Boreum  and  be  out ;  for  although  I  like 
her  as  much  as  a  girl  can  like  her  governess,  yet 
I  confess  I  should  rejoice  to  be  independent." 

"  Do  go,  Julia  \V  said  Mrs.  Anson  :  "  how 
your  tongue  does  run  riot ! — one  would  think  the 
gipsy  girl  had  told  you  you  were  to  find  a  fortune, 
and  that  she  had  been  a  true  prophet." 

"  Oh,  mamma,  I  remember  what  she  said :  I 
shall  find  a  fortune  and  a  husband  too." 

Robert  had  bought  a  carriage,  one  handsome 
and  convenient ;  and  in  it  he  placed  Charles  and 
himself,  whilst  in  the  rumble  the  servant,  a  per- 
sonage of  much  pretension  both  in  looks  and  ac- 
complishments, occuphied  is  seat.  He  had  only 
a  pair  of  horses,  but  the  equipage  was  one  which 
would  have  created  a  sensation  in  any  village. 
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and  I  want  your  advice  as   to  the  propriety  of 
accepting  it." 

"  Do  you  intend,"  asked  Stanhope,  "  to  re- 
sume your  intimacy  with  the  family,  so  as  to 
leave  them  to  suppose  that  you  still  harboured  a 
love  which  her  breath  might  send  to  sea  ?" 

"  Most  certainly  not,"  replied  Robert :  "  my 
intention  in  this  little  excursion  is  to  show  you 
how  and  where  I  was  living,  to  make  you  sit  in 
the  fortunate  pew,  to  bid  farewell  to  all  my  neigh- 
bours, and  to  express  to  Mrs.  Anson  my  warmest 
thanks  for  her  former  hospitality." 

"  An  honourable  embassy,  in  which  I  shall 
be  your  secretary,"  said  Charles ;   "  and  then — " 

"  Then  my  intention  is  to  take  a  Continental 
tour  with  some  such  good  fellow  as  yourself; 
or,  if  you  feel  inclined — for  we  have  both  seen 
France  and  Italy,—- to  steer  across  the  Atlantic 
and  visit  Jonathan,  I  am  your  companion  for  as 
long  as  you  can  obtain  leave  of  absence." 

"  That  would  suit  my  inclination  and  my 
desires  well,"  replied  Charles  ;  "  but  you  must 
not  force  me  into  extravagances  or  render  me 
insignificant  by  your  wealth." 
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The  carriage  was  sent  to  the  inn,  and  Robert 
ushered  Stanhope  into  his  little  parlour.  "  Here 
it  was,"  he  said,  "  that  old  Houghton  told  me 
his  misfortunes :  here 's  the  humble  table  which 
was  spread  to  welcome  him,  and  in  this  little 
cabin  did  he  feel  more  comfort  than  he  had  known 
for  years."  The  London  gentleman's  valet  turn- 
ed up  his  nose  at  the  small  habitation,  and  gave 
Mary  a  look  of  contempt,  as  much  as  to  say, 
"  Country  vermin  !" 

Douglass  was  right  in  his  conjecture.  Before 
he  had  time  to  give  directions  to  Mary  as  to 
dinner,  a  note,  written  in  Margaret's  hand,  was 
delivered  to  him.  It  forestalled  him  in  every  way, 
for  it  mentioned  that  they  knew  he'  had  not 
ordered  dinner,  and  that  a  companion  accom- 
panied him.  Both  were  invited,  and  both  ac- 
cepted. The  note  began  "  My  dear  Robert,"  and 
she  was  very  truly  his  even  to  the  end. 

Stanhope  remarked  the  beginning  and  the  end, 
and  was  about  to  make  some  objection  to  the 
acceptance,  when  Douglass  told  him  he  had 
always  been  called  Robert,  and  had  received 
dozens  of  notes  in  the  same  style.     In  the  mean 
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to  take  a  wife ;  and  besides,  her  eyes  will  be  upon 
you ;  where  the  treasure  is,  there  will  the  heart 
be  also.  By  Jove  !  it  is  a  comfortable  place 
though,  and  fancifully  decorated." 

"  Yes,  and  the  inside  has  more  beauties,  and 
natural  ones,  than  the  exterior.  Mrs.  Anson,  this 
is  my  friend  Mr.  Stanhope  ;  and  we  both  intend 
ourselves  the  pleasure  of  dining  here  to-day." 

Mrs.  Anson  bowred  and  was  most  happy.  The 
door  opened,  and  Margaret  entered.  A  flush  came 
over  the  face  of  Charles  ;  and  as  Douglass  shook 
hands  with  her,  and  presented  her  to  his  friend 
as  the  flower  of  England,  he  thought  he  never 
saw  Stanhope  look  so  confoundedly  foolish  in  his 
life.  He  stammered  and  stuttered  something 
about  beauty  and  justice,  and  made  such  a  jum- 
ble of  a  hotchpotch,  that  Robert  thought  he 
should  have  laughed  outright.  Then  Julia  came 
running  in  with  all  the  joy  and  the  sincerity  of 
youth,  and  taking  Douglass's  hand,  said  with  a 
smile,  "  My  congratulations,  although  last,  are 
not  the  less  sincere." 

"  You   are    rather   in    error   there,   my   dear 
Julia,"  replied  Robert,  "  for  you  are    the  first 
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her  real  attack  seemed  diverted  towards  Stanhope. 
Her  disposition  to  flirt  and  to  conquer  was  too 
evident :  she  considered  Robert  as  hers,  and  now 
she  wished  to  entice  Stanhope  into  her  snares. 

Any  woman  might  have  admired  Stanhope  : 
He  was  of  a  good  height,  rather  a  dark  com- 
plexion, with  brilliant  eyes ;  his  features  being 
well  formed — nay,  handsome.  He  wore  on  his 
countenance  the  honesty,  the  integrity  of  his 
heart.  He  spoke,  excepting  when  Margaret  was 
the  theme,  like  the  straightforward  soldier  he 
was.  To  a  good  classical  education  he  had  added 
the  accomplishments  gained  by  travelling ;  and 
whilst  he  stood  firmly  as  an  English  soldier,  he 
could  turn  the  lighter  words  of  compliment,  or 
fascinate  by  the  melody  of  his  voice.  It  was 
quite  evident  to  any  casual  beholder  that  Stan- 
hope was  captured  without  firing  a  shot,  and  that 
Margaret  only  sought  the  prize  in  order  to  swell 
the  list  of  her  triumphs. 

Their  return  to  the  humble  home  in  order  to 
make  the  necessary  preparations  for  dinner  was 
not  interrupted  by  any  lover-like  fits  or  starts. 
Charles  was   silent,    and   apparently  questioning 
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cottage — when  Stanhope,  taking  Douglass  by  the 
arm,  said :  "  One  word  in  confidence,  Robert. 
Be  candid  with  me :  have  you  any  serious  inten- 
tions as  regards  Margaret.  Tell  me,  I  entreat  you, 
the  truth." 

"  On  my  honour,  Charles,  I  have  not  the  least 
intention  of  resuming  my  former  situation  of  her 
lover,"  replied  Douglass.  "  Her  admirer,  as  far 
as  her  beauty  goes,  I  am  still;  but  I  will 
pledge  you  my  honour  that  I  will  never  make 
her  another  proposition." 

"  Then  I  am  more  easy,"  replied  Stanhope  ; 
"for  I  own  to  you  that  I  feel  myself  led  cap- 
tive already :  I  never  saw  so  splendid  a  jewel 
before." 

"  Oh,  oh  !"  said  Douglass,  "  you  will  feel  dif- 
ferently when  we  are  in  America." 

"  To  America  I  don't  go,  Robert,  until  that 
girl  is  Margaret  Stanhope,  or  I  a  lost  man." 

"  There  \  many  a  lost  man  found  in  America," 
replied  Douglass  with  a  smile. 

At  dinner  they  were  placed  according  to  their 
own  desires.  The  mamma  and  the  two  daugh- 
ters were  separated  by  the  clergyman  and  them- 
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"  You  had  better  discharge  that,"  interrupted 
Robert,  "  or  you  may  be  sent  off  like  a  shot 
yourself.  Margaret  will  never  dangle  after  a  walk- 
ing captain ;  and  you  had  better  change  your 
flint  for  a  cap,  or  perhaps  she  will  set  hers  for 
you." 

"  That  would  discharge  me  more  readily  than 
her  words,11  replied  Stanhope.  "  But  tell  me, 
Robert,  your  plain  undisguised  opinion  of  her  : 
do  not  extenuate,  or  set  aught  down  in  malice.11 

"  My  judgment,  as  Mr.  Verity  would  say,11 
answered  Douglass,  "  is  summed  up  from  my  own 
notes.  In  the  first  place,  all  evidence  is  in  favour 
of  her  beauty  :  we  therefore  give  her  the  full 
benefit  of  that  redeeming  virtue.  She  is  a  cold 
beauty,  a  kind  of  Lofs  wife,  not  satisfied  with 
her  lot — without  any  of  the  salt  of  accomplish- 
ments, though,  like  Peter,  a  catcher  of  men.11 

"  A  very  pretty  picture  V  ejaculated  Charles. 

"  Just  so,11  retorted  Robert ;  "  a  very  pretty 
picture,  set  in  a  very  pretty  frame.  However,  I 
am  bound  to  say,  she  never,  that  I  knew,  paint- 
ed herself.11 

M  The  bell-ringers,  sir,11  said  John,  as  he  enter- 
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"  Go  to  America,"  said  Charles  ;  "  and  I  will 
have  Margaret,  and  be  your  brother." 

They  warmed  over  this  conversation  ;  but  the 
Sabbath  had  begun,  and  Robert  remembered  the 
lesson  of  example  which  old  Houghton  had  given 
him. 
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a  sin,  and  should  bigoted  legislators  rise  to  crush 
the  harmless  pastime  ?  Away  with  such  inconsis- 
tency— such  tyranny  !  You  will  allow  the  labourer 
to  smoke,  to  drink,  to  assemble  together — you 
hold  out  a  premium  upon  drunkenness,  and  you 
repress  the  very  innocent  amusement  which  would 
wean  them  from  a  villanous  expenditure  of  their 
hard-earned  wages,  and  rid  them  of  the  surest 
enemy  to  health  and  contentment  known  since 
the  days  of  Noah. 

Robert  entered  the  church  with  a  firm  step, 
and  a  firmer  resolution,  to  offer  up  his  most  sin- 
cere thanksgivings  for  his  power  to  do  good, 
and  earnestly  to  implore  the  Divine  assistance  to 
employ  his  means  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow- 
creatures.  He  felt  shocked  at  the  idle  curiosity 
which  prompted  all  his  former  acquaintances  to 
watch  his  manner  and  to  scan  his  companion. 
He  led  Stanhope  to  his  pew ;  and  if  he  had  required 
an  example  to  pray,  that  excellent  man  would 
have  served  him  as  a  model :  his  was  fervent  pray- 
er; his  eyes  never  wandered  even  to  her  he 
most  loved,  but  his  responses  were  low  and  im- 
pressive.     It   occurred    to   Robert  that  he  had 
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join  the  Ansons,  Douglass  remained  in  his  pew 
and  baffled  curiosity:  for  it  was  not  until  the 
clergyman  had  withdrawn  to  the  vestry,  that  he 
rose,  and,  to  the  wonder  of  those  who  hunt  after 
novelties,  followed  Mr.  Maxwell  to  his  retreat. 
The  rector  seemed  rather  astonished  at  his  en- 
trance ;  but  when  he  took  his  hand  and  thank- 
ed him  for  his  excellent  advice,  he  saw  a  glow  of 
satisfaction  pass  over  his  countenance. 

"  I  know,"  said  Robert,  "  my  dear  sir,  how 
vainly  in  this  life  we  propose  to  act, — the  dispo- 
sition is  above :  but  I  am  anxious  to  show  you 
that  I  had  partially  forestalled  your  sermon. 
You  know  how  slender  have  been  my  means  of 
doing  good,  and  you  know  that  for  four  years 
I  have  resided  near  you,  unable, — positively  un- 
able to  contribute  much  towards  the  relief  of 
the  poor.  That  is  now  passed,  and  I  hasten  to 
avail  myself  of  this  first  opportunity  to  contri- 
bute something  to  the  alleviation  of  the  distresses 
of  my  fellow-parishioners.  Allow  me  to  place  this 
cheque  in  your  hand,  to  be  distributed  in  any 
manner  and  to  whatever  objects  you  may  think 
deserving. — Good  morning :  we  meet,  I  believe,  at 
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And  Robert  was  soon  with   the  Ansooe, 
irho  had  awaited  his  oowh 

•'   You    don't    want    B    second,"'    said    Charles 

with   i  smile  on   his  count 

Clenjymen   art-  privileged  |»<"j>]e,   and  we  must 

avail   ourselves  of  their  advice   irithoat    I 

hur 

"  Kindly  considered,  my  <1« .ir  Btanhop 

hani    I    may  want   TOO   U)  carry  a  message  to  him 

before  long  ;  but  at  present  he  and  myseH   ■ 
ffgj  good  terms,  I  in.* 

Those  little  civilities  which  mark  the  d. 
of  civilised   life  passed    between   them   ss   tl 
walked  hoi         Btankope  keeping  close  u>  Mar- 
gsjotj   who  seemed  to  have   fancied  hi- 
mote   than    Robert   believed   the  mari>l<- 

1    ae,    whilst  he   hiln 

his  attention  upon  Jnlia;  and  although  Mj     \   -on 
did  occasionallv  manesuvre  so  ai  to  place  them  in 

other  positions,   Vet  they  WCN    mutually  ;it t 
and    a    mother    might    have   seen    that     tin  n 

met  more  frequently  than  those  of  casual  and  i 
rial 

It   i-  sud    that  Iom  plant  which  gTOWl 
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recti y  from  the  heart,  winding  its  roots  round  the 
centre  of  life,  and  endangering  its  existence  when 
it  is  suddenly  torn  away.  "  It  cannot  come  from 
the  head,"  says  Hood,  in  his  "  Tylney  Hall ;"  but, 
with  all  due  deference  to  that  talented  and  witty 
author,  some  men  hold  him  to  be  mistaken. 
Love  is  more  generally  grown  in  the  head,  and 
ultimately  takes  root  in  the  heart.  The  gipsy's 
rubbish  had  first  given  the  slip  of  this  precious 
flower  to  Julia,  and  Robert  soon  transplanted  it 
to  a  warmer  region.  In  the  mean  time,  Stanhope 
was  gradually,  as  he  thought,  progressing:  he 
had  got  to  "  shaking  hands,""  "  making  eyes,11 
and  many  other  of  the  early  resting-places  of 
incipient  affection. 

They  had  been  a  week,  and  then  a  fortnight, 
and  ultimately  a  month,  residing  in  a  village  out 
of  which  Douglass  would  three  months  previous 
have  paid  half  his  little  store  to  have  got.  He 
had  rather  gained  ground  from  the  trumpet- 
tongued  praise  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  who  extolled 
the  liberality  of  his  parochial  donation,  which 
was  200/.,  into  the  munificent  offering  of  a  prince. 
It  now  became  evident  that  both  Stanhope  and 


'I  HE    RUINED   G  \MI  BT1 
I )  beead   t-  i  d<  daraJ 

tli«-ir    s * •  1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 - :  talked    over   I 

important    point,    they    calm-    to    tie 

making  tbeir  hand-offerings  on  1 1 1« -  fbUown 
each  lecturing  tin-  otb 

*•  Depend  upon  it,*'  nid  l\«»l>-rt,   "yon  I 

mi-tak.        M    ijant.      Had    .-he    heard    that     \> 

i  had  given  jrou  80,000/,  of  hat  away,  tin 
might  be  different;   but  ai  sin-  baliem  j 

not  worth    one    straw   DOyOttd    JOUI    pay,    yu   will 
find    th:it   -he   is   ni.liir.init    to    \our   peteoo,   it  1  - 

though  |»roud  of  the  coiKjut-t.'" 

•   \nd  \ou,  iii\  deti  Robert,"  replied  Chai 

M  will   find    that  Julia   thus   not   know  the 

of  1  She  is  too  young;  and  notwithstanding 

r    wealth,     thr    mother    will    ihmt    i 
the   -aeritiee  of  her  daui;!  b    bjf  allow 

h<  I  t0  marry  when  on!  n/1 

I         .  "ii  an-  vreag,  <  harlee,  believe  i 
rep]  ed  DouglaM;   M  fin  i  nothet  -'Mom  weight 

all    the  niav-U-    rrsults  ol*  a    match  win!    ".".""<»/. 

ami  Longdale  1 1  in  the  Ma] 

••    I   cannot   ha\.    M  pOOf   an  Opinion,"    I 

Charles,   "  of  human  nature,  a-  to  believe  t 
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any  parent  thinks  of  money  when  her  daughter's 
health  is  concerned." 

"  Then,  my  dear  fellow,  you  are  in  a  happy 
state  of  ignorance  as  to  match-making,"'1  replied 
Robert. 

The  morning  came,  and  noon  saw  them  at  the 
cottage  resolved  to  sell  their  freedoms.  Robert 
felt  certain  of  success,  for  he  had  watched  the 
constant  struggle  between  love  and  propriety ; 
he  had  seen  those  little  sparkling  eyes  constantly 
fixed  upon  him,  and  he  knew  quite  enough  of 
the  world  and  of  the  innocence  of  Julia  to  know 
that  her  eyes  only  beamed  with  the  true  senti- 
ments of  her  heart ;  but  he  confessed  he  had  his 
misgivings  as  to  the  result  of  his  friend's  propo- 
sition, for  he  had  been  rejected  there  himself 
under  similar  circumstances,  and  Stanhope,  who 
was  willing  to  be  loved  only  for  himself,  had 
bound  Douglass  to  a  strict  promise  not  to  betray 
his  fortune.  He  himself  never  hinted  one  word 
about  his  money  or  his  expectations,  but  kept  a 
guarded  silence  in  respect  to  both. 

It  was  May,  the  latter  end  of  it ;  all  the  flowers 
of  the  spring  were  in  their  glorious  liveries,  and 
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N  -'urr  mi  re  : 

shaded  \>\  ad  labor 

enticing  i<>r  lovers  who  Like  solitude,  and  I) 
.- ix i « 1  Julia  were  toon  teated  on  a  rnai  r  in 

a    bower   perfumed   by    the   beautiful    odoui   ut' 
the   Poxmex   flower.     lv« »l»«rt   held  Jul  .nd, 

and  tenderly  regarded  her  lovelj  PI        *as 

an  intense  glow  of  languid  I  and  hi 

ollen  with  unusual  moisture  :  there  w< 
no  ten-,   but  the  Lremom  <>f  love  had    readied 
heart.    They  sat  with  eyes  fixed  upon  each 

Other,    an<l  the    tongues   of  both   Mtined   debarred 

the  power  of  uttei  \  I > 

1 1 1 1  \   pressed  her  hand, — 

•M  \  own,  my  deareal  Julia '  I 
in,  i  by  words  what  yon  must  have  oi 

ii  and  known  by  my  manner. — Tefl  me,  then, 
if  the  love  1  B  cho  in  j 

\  i  ilia  !  di  turn  awaj  that 

flushed  but  charmin  tefl  m< .  mj 

it'  I  am  to  be  so  bleated, — that  in  throwii 
self  and  uiv  fortune  at  your  feet,   I  ma> 
to  bop  r  me  ii  equal  to  mine,  and 

that  days  of  liappii 
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She  did  not  answer,  but  there  was  an  ac- 
quiescence in  her  silence — she  did  not  withdraw 
her  hand  as  Robert  gently  pressed  it  to  his 
heart;  and  when  a  flood  of  tears  had  relieved 
her  from  her  maiden  coyness,  she  turned  towards 
him,  and  in  a  voice  scarcely  audible,  she  re- 
turned the  pressure  of  his  hand  and  answered, 
"  Robert." 

'Twas  done ; — Robert  felt  his  love  returned ;  he 
knew  her  sincerity,  there  was  nature  in  all  her 
answers  ;  no  forced  blushes,  no  accidental  tears, 
but  the  pure  emanation  from  a  heart  now  con- 
fessedly his. 

There  are  moments  of  life  worth  preserving 
in  ideal  spirits,  if  to  time  we  could  give  cor- 
poreal substance,  and  embalm  it  with  the  fragrance 
of  oriental  perfumes.  These  moments  are  few ; 
and  perhaps,  throughout  the  long  catalogue  of 
imaginary  pleasures  with  which  the  gloom  of 
boyhood  and  manhood  is  enlightened,  none  can 
shadow  forth  such  enjoyment,  such  perfect  un- 
adulterated happiness,  as  where  pure  love  is  offer- 
ed and  welcomed.  We  speak  not  of  the  cold, 
creeping    tremour    of  appetite ;     we   speak    not 
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of  tin-    |>ri«lr   of  In-art,    ulu-n     I m  rtuty   is    Mibdi. 

and  i  satisfied  ;  but  of  the!  warm, 

ling  which   would   Mcrifioe   lilt-  itself  to   tbc 
obji  olicifeed.     1  [on  long  th<  ■ 

urr  they  knei  the  en  "t   I         is  said 

to  niovr  quickly  our  tin-  \ « r< hui t  ground  of  pl< 
e,  whilst  pain  lingi n  on  th< 

iwiftlj   flew  tin-  clianoL  of  I  BJoynX  i;t .    and 
they  talked   cif  lia|)]iim->s   to   nuiif,   ami    form- 
ed plan-  of  future  felicity,  the  hours  flew,  ad 
already  the  lengthening  shadowi  of  Brening 

nouncril  the  iu-(Ti»ity  of  tlnir  rvtum. 

Rol  J  an  instant  ap] 

her  Bother,  for  well  he  km 

simulation  to  |  pan  nt.      Can  tin-  1 

d  fidelity,  when  In-  himself  gives  I 

o  it  t<»   hi-  wifi  - — No.     The  nn 

in     In-    partner    tin-    DTOfM  r    gloi 

affection   of  the   daughb  r    toi  nt, 

and  that  warmth  of  cordiality  U 
may  fairly  presume,  that  she  who  is  ■  good  deogh- 
i  unci  ind  a  t:  nd,  will  in  all 

human  probability  mike  i  good  wiSt*    .Julia  was 
young,  uid  tin  -<   inarki  of  filial 
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attachment  rendered  the  prospect  more  brilliant. 
Robert  desired  her  to  relate  exactly  his  feelings, 
which  he  would  afterwards  confirm  :  "  That  al- 
though he  was  as  great  an  admirer  of  Margaret's 
beauty  as  ever,  still  that  he  could  not  insult  her 
by  fostering  the  love  she  had  desired  him  no 
longer  to  nourish ;  but  that  her  beauty,  Robert 
saw,  was  reflected  in  her  sister's  face,  and  that 
her  young  heart  had  accepted  the  bird  driven 
from  the  abode  it  once  thought  to  occupy.'1 

Robert  now  quickly  questioned  Julia  concern- 
ing the  chance  of  success  in  regard  to  Stanhope, 
who,  he  knew,  would  take  a  refusal  to  heart  more 
seriously  than  Robert  had  done,  for  he  had  a  balm 
of  consolation  the  very  evening  administered  by 
that  most  excellent  Mercury,  Verity;  and  although 
love  is  a  very  generous  plant,  money  is  no  weed, 
and  if  any  way  related  to  the  garden  of  Flora, 
it  must  be  in  the  poppy,  which  occasions  sweet 
slumbers  and  gives  high  spirits.  Julia's  appre- 
hensions first  gave  Robert  a  warning  of  what  he 
might  expect,  she  having  repeated  to  him  the 
scene  relative  to  the  conversation  which  we  have 
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already    mentioned.      AgMD    and    again    tie 

changed     their    tovts  ;     hi-    lOM  d    her    ;inini.it»  d 
ami    at     live    oYIoek     left    her    at    licr   own 
house.       Robert   inquired    tor   Stanhope — tin 

'    told   linn  he  had   returned   hone  fOBQe 
since;   he  allied   tor  Mrs.  An K>D — she  was  bid 
pose  1  ;    he  ventured    to    name   M  I — she   was 

r  dinner.      lie  then-tore  took  hi* 
telling  Julia  that  he  would  return  in  the  cvein: 
and  with  ha>lv  strides  reached  the  door. 

Yft  ha\e  described  Stanhope  before — at  least 
hi-  mind.  He  was  a  man  who  hail  less  of  the 
world's    shuttles  and   cuU   tl.  other   human 

In ■!!  m  I    with  :    he  wis  as    brave  as  a 

lion,   and    with   women   M   timid    and   reserved  as 

i  midshipman.      Robert   found   him   seated   l>y 

the    table,     hi  resting    M    hi«>    I 

■  n  he  rtiecd  himself  to  meet  him,    oil  oh 

eonnier.ant  I    h.  tra\«d    the    irnei'  which    he    ha«l   SO 

Uslv   experii  lit  I 

44  Now  then,  Charles,"  said  Robert,  f 
in     high    spirits, — u  101    then,     mv    l»o\,    aj    the 

my,  Lot  Doki ;  led  tee 

\  o|   .      I  O 
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which  has  made  best  weather  during  the  squalls. 
But  you  are  looking  sad  enough :  what's  the  matter r 
my  boy  ?" 

"I  am  eternally  rendered  miserable,  Robert ; 
I  shall  never  be  happy  again." 

"  Then  she  has  accepted  you,  Charles,  and  you 
repent  already ." 

"  No,  no,  indeed  she  has  not,  Robert ;  she 
has  refused  me  nearly  as  coolly  as  she  discarded 
you  ;  and  now  hope  is  dead,  for  I  never  could 
bring  myself  to  offer  again." 

"  Take  a  glass  of  wine,  Charles,  and  let 's  hear 
all  about  it :  I  can  assist  you,  I  can  bring  it  all 
right, — but  out  with  the  story — let 's  hear  it  all," 
said  Robert. 

"  Merely  this,  Robert : — When  you  went  into 
the  bower,  I  went  into  the  fields.  We  strayed  far 
away  ;  and  when  I  thought  she  could  not  run 
all  the  way  home  as  she  did  with  you,  I  at  once 
opened  upon  the  subject,  breaking  ground  gra- 
dually, and  advancing  my  parallels  to  the  very 
ditch  before  the  battery ;  and  then  I  took  her 
hand.  I  made  no  romantic  speeches,  but,  like  a 
soldier,  and  consequently  like  a  man,  I  warmly 
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fc-^ril   my  feelings    my  admiration   of  herself 

■ad  ha  betntjr,     si,. 

n  swelled  her  eyes.     I  held  bet  head — it  was 

motionh  -  ;    I  pressed  it — sin-  returned  it  not  ;   and 

wImii  in  plain  termi  I  told  hei  of  my  lo^ 

looked    DM   unmoved    in   th<  nd   -mil'  d.      I 

sed  her  to  consent  to  be  nine  ;  she  replied  — 
91m  had  never  thought  npon  the  I  ;  but 

thai  ihe  fared  the  eonld  not  meet  my  wishes, 
hei  mother  had  destined  her  for  jron." 

*  Do  vmi   Iotc  Robert?"   I   said — M  nay,  be 
did,    my    dearest      Margaret, — do     yen     |,,w 
him 

"  No,"  she  drawlinglj  replied  :  M  I  like  him 
w. -li  enough  ;   hut   m   to   taring    him,   I    don't 

think  1  do 

••  You   cannot  r?e  how.   I   hit,   [,  with 

all  my  warmth  of  heart]  to  find  mjaelfso  slight- 
ed after  all  my  attention,  after  all  my  affection. 
And  vmii,  Rob 

M  ! — but  hang  it,  ( 'hath-,  yon  have  not 
Did  y..u  abandon  the  attack  after  skirn  -  — 

after    vim    had    opened    the     hreach,  did    TOO 

assault 
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"  Oh  yes,  assault  after  assault,  but  I  never 
placed  a  footstep  upon  the  battery;  I  was  re- 
pulsed, beaten  back — and  not  by  any  warm  en- 
gagement, I  assure  you.  Now,  I  am  miserable. 
I  make  a  feeble  effort  at  wit,  as  men  just  before 
execution  have  been  known  to  jest ;  but  Robert, 
I  am,  I  assure  you,  rendered  unhappy  for  life.  I 
love  that  woman  warmly,  fervently,  and  I  cannot 
bear  this  cold,  this  unusual  refusal — or  rather, 
chilling  apathy,  for  actual  refusal  she  never  con- 
descended to  give." 

"  Then  live  and  hope,  Charles,"  replied  Ro- 
bert. "  Now,  for  myself,  Julia  is  mine,  and 
through  her  your  success  is  sure.  Come,  cheer 
up  !  After  dinner  I  am  going  to  the  cottage  to 
speak  to  Mrs.  Anson.  I  expect  some  little  -sur- 
prise at  my  change  of  persons,  and  now  I  will 
wager  any  sum  that  no  obstacles  are  thrown  in 
the  way, — for  you  I  have  a  sure  mode.  But  I 
do  not  see  why  you  should  not  accompany  me ; 
for  although  Margaret  did  not  consent,  she  did 
not  actually  refuse.  And  as  in  love  or  friendship, 
which  knows  no  cold  medium,  either  you  will 
be  dancing  up  in  the  sky  like  a  boy  on  a  see- 
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gaw,  or  v<m  will  be  levelled  with  the  <lu-t,  so 
l.t   BJ  fortify  nmrwlTfi  with   th*  gl MR  ■§■ 

paig-n,    rod    it   right   we   will   again    mora   oro 
oolnmni  t<>  th<-  attack. — Dinner,  John.11 

In  %  tin  Robert  rallied  Charles;  be  was  n 
below  m  Elobert  was  ai'         oneert  i  ind 

eooseonently  then  lentimenti  k *  j »t  but  littl»-  bm> 

mx.iiv.      Whilst    Robert  was    buoyant  with    hope, 

rod  Attributing  to  bii  own  den  self  what  per* 
bapi  listeriy  jealousy,  eary,  rod  money  mi 
have  controlled,   Charlei   itill   harped  upon  the 
seme  chord, — tin-   cold,  angeneroni   meaner 

\|  rgeret. 

■  I  tell  ymi  whet  Ghsj  R  M  •- 

garct  is  no  flirt —  genmoM  for  tl. 

but    she    i|    naturally    cold,   ami,    I  •  1 1 1  «_r    to 

say,  heartless.         M    :  y_  11    who    have    >ivn. 

have  admired  her;  but  mark  my  words,  if  ihe 
escapes   >/"//,  she  will  In*  like  tin'  lonely  apple 

red  to  the  gnesti  sfter  dinner  at  Bchmiadi 
which  is  smelt  by  all  rod  tested  by  now 

\h,"  said  Charles,  whs  ■  smile  which  l 
sd  like  the  ghost  of  smogs  ;  "and  ii         I 

•  See  M  \ 
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I  will  take  care,  out  of  pure  revenge,  to  follow 
up  the  manner  of  the  present  Chaldeans,  and 
mash  my  bride's  feet  to  a  mummy,  in  order  to 
hold  the  supremacy  for  ever  after ."  * 

"  Well  said,  my  boy  ;  and  stamp  more  feeling 
in  her  feet  than  she  has  in  her  heart." 

The  evening  came,  and  at  eight  o'clock  Charles 
and  Robert  went  to  the  cottage.  They  were  ad- 
mitted, but  found  only  Mrs.  Anson  in  the  draw- 
ing-room. Robert  advanced  with  all  the  confi- 
dence of  a  triumphant  lover  and  a  most  dutiful 
son-in-law ;  but  he  was  rather  checked  than  en- 
couraged by  the  guarded  manner  of  the  mother, 
who  certainly  did  not  bid  him  to  rush  into  her 
arms,  and  become  the  prop  and  support  of  her 
growing  age.  She  received  Charles  with  a  more 
condescending  coolness,  and  they  all  three  kept 
looking  at  each  other  like  so  many  strange  cats 
in  a  garret.  At  length  Robert  began  by  inquir- 
ing for  the  young  ladies,  and  soon  saw  in  which 
quarter  the  wind  set,  by  receiving  for  answer, 
that  the  child  (meaning  Julia)  had  gone  to  bed, 
it  being  a  bad  plan  to  keep  such  late  hours,  then 
*  See  Missionary  Researches  in  Armenia. 
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on!  .    md   that   Margaret  wan   i 

i  ;  —  in     fth  s.il.l,      •■   I     t-   i:      Mr:  ml 

Walked  tr    t-.-.i  .p|)carc\l    very 

much  0  rruiriifl." 

D  ring  ti.  ition,    Mr  .  Aims  ucca- 

meed  ;i  rather  repulsive  l»>k  at  Cbtrkw, 

wli«»  t0(  ted  n  into  i  kind  of  •lcath-wamm, 

ind,  with  fcftC  rt-.i'lim  he 

I  li  tt   bn  haiidkffrhirf  at   home,  md 

In-  hat.  walked  <>tK  intending  t<>  avail  the  retain 
of  Robert,  *>r  to  retain  il  Robert  remained  l< 
enough  t<> 

II  bad  no  Mwoer  quitted  the  roona,  than  M  -. 

ap  an  «»\,  rtore  bj  bn  1  ut«»  the  graml 

— 
•  I  an  more  wrpi  M  • .  D      late,  than  I 

-press,    at    what     has    taken     \t\aca    tO-day  ; 

mmi  I  really  feel  that  I  should  not  either  <lo  credit 

'"  r    m\    nun.    if    I 

i  moment  in  aatoring   v«»m,  that  however  much 

1     nn\     tVtl    irratitir.l    at    tin- 

bare  in. i. h-,  by  winch  you  prepared  me  for  I 
hon<  i   would  confer  upon  my  hmi] 
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that  I  never  could  consent  to  Julia's  marriage,  at 
her  tender  age,  to  a  man  who  has  made  the 
same  avowal  of  affection  to  her  elder  sister. 
Neither  can  I  hold  out  any  hope  to  Mr.  Stan- 
hope, since  the  very  reason  that  I  formerly  gave 
you,  is  applicable  to  himself.  It  is  a  duty  a  mo- 
ther owes  her  daughters  to  see  them  if  possible 
comfortably  settled  in  life,  and  to  guard  them 
from  insult.  I  shall  not  fail  in  the  former,  what- 
ever I  may  have  done  in  the  latter." 

"  Really,  Mrs.  Anson,"  replied  Robert,  M  I 
am  at  a  loss  how  to  comprehend  you.  Surely  the 
declaration  of  affection  is  no  insult,  or  the  offer 
of  a  fortune  a  blow  against  being  comfortably 
settled  ;  but  the  course  of  affection  and  true  love 
never  yet  ran  without  interruption,  and  I  am 
fully  prepared  to  meet  with,  and  to  overcome  all 
obstacles,  for  my  proposition  is  honourable,  my 
love  sincere." 

"  Indeed,  Mr.  Douglass!"  replied  Mrs. Anson; 
"  and  how  do  you  suppose  Margaret  must  feel, 
who  of  course  expected  you  would  resume  your 
attentions    to    her,   and    not    have    chosen  as  a 
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^uulil  b 
bin  Iki  alt 

•  U  mi*-. I   I  '•  tli.     i.l.u   that    1 
hud  ptid    M:  M   Margaret    tin-    HMfl    marked  it! 

lion,   tint   I    I'cli   b'-tli    my   n..  Imatioi 
bottom  profept  in.-  t<»  Bjski  tfee  ptopoiilioi  I 

laughed  at  me — ihe  tl  iQ<i 

.  added  >«»ur  ;i|>|>r«.\  il  afjOVI 

dighteg*i  conduct — you  refund  mi.    Why  then 

.  itlci|»at<d  11]   gf  ti. 

f  forbid  ?    iad   hon   could   I    |»ay  so  l»ad 
Dmplimenl  lo   liorgorotj   as   to  offer  m) 

again,  wktfe   it  would   be  evident  that   my  wealth, 

nut  my-eir,  would  be  accepted  '" 

•    \o\l   ill. .ill, I     |i;i 

i ;  end  if  •  'jur 

•  tli-iy  M  wel]  fel   \..>.r    client  oh  you   have  done 

.  you  would 

"  Thru,    inu. lain,  I  >  ,     ••  1     I:     \ 

Iio|k-  tliat  iji\   (IricDM  *dl   pin  my  pffOMM  sur 

M  hit    h«ud.  \ 

l»nt  I  du  will   not  '   lo  h- 

•lamitimi  alrcad  Q,  and    I  lent  insult 
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I  should  offer  to  my  friend  and  myself,  if  I  were — 
for  "which  I  am  not  the  least  inclined — to  shift  my 
ground,  and,  as  the  hunters  say,  try  back  again. 
No,  Mrs.  Anson ;  from  the  moment  I  received 
the  cold  refusal  of  Margaret,  when  she,  as  well 
as  yourself  suspected  me  of  falsehood  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Houghton,  and  when  you  kindly — I  must 
say  most  kindly,  desired  me  to  abandon  all  pur- 
suit, I  did  so ;  I  obeyed  your  orders  to  the 
very  letter, — I  struck  her  out  from  my  heart ;  I 
allowed  her  no  longer  to  occupy  a  thought,  and 
I  felt  rising  within  me  an  attachment  for  Julia ; 
I  nourished  it, — it  grew,  it  blossomed ;  it  was 
offered  and  accepted — my  hand  and  my  fortune 
are  hers.  The  folly  of  calling  a  woman  of  seven- 
teen a  child — an  infant,  is  too  glaring,  and  I 
know  you  only  did  it  in  order  to  give  me  time  to 
make  this  explanation.  No  power  on  earth  could 
ever  draw  me  back  to  Margaret :  my  love  is 
Julia's,  and  to  her,  whatever  may  be  your  present 
intention,  I  intend  to  devote  myself " 

"  And  Margaret  ?"  interrupted  Mrs.  Anson. 

" — Will  not  feel  the  slightest  emotion  of  bruised 
affection,  since  that  could  not  have  grown  since 
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my  return  ;  tor  I  1.  1  mj- 

Julia.     I  bop  i  (plained  t'>  yon  I 

DltUSa   of  <»ur    Co;.  M]  —  in    fact,    tin-    I 

■  -1,  rod  bei 
'8hc  bea,"  replied  Nfrt.  Anton,  "  rod  I  obid 
foi  bet  folly  ;  bat  I  -«■«■ — "  rod  ben    III 
\   ion  t<">k  dm  by  the  band  rod  continued  nnil- 

—  "the  L'ij«-v  will  I  t,  and  I  need  not 

oppo 

I'licn    that  i>    tattled,    rod  I  im    t"    be    y..ur 

replied   Douglaat;  "rod  ben  I  off  r  my 
fir-t  duty  to  my  parent."     Aj  1       be  kitted  : 
.  be  bond  the  door  open;  rod  before  be  I 
unwound    bk   affectionate   arm-,   the    K.  v.  Mr. 

M  irsliall  was  tin  re  <:aj>ini:  like  an  alligator  catch- 

•  \h,   that  inde<  '1,'"    be  t"  '  I    did 

ezp  1    VOOld     DOl    ha\r     nit  1    viH-j, 

awuabii   weak*  and  be  glanced  i  look   at 

M       \     m  whit li  called  op  bat  blnahaf 
called  bet  youth  and  beaut 

•  1 1   shall   be  no  '    to   you,    Mr.   M  . 

sli.ill " 

<  Mi,    none    at    all,"  said    tl. 
I     iw  it." 
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«  No,  no  ! " 

u  Ah,  but  I  say,  yes,  yes  !  and,  as  the  chancel- 
lor said,  /  say,  yes" 

"  Nonsense  !   Mr.  Marshall." 

"  So  I  think,  madam. " 

■"  I  tell  you,  he  only  gave  me  that  kiss " 

*'  I  'm  not  so  sure  of  that,  madam." 

"  — As  an  offering * 

«  No  doubt  of  it." 

M  — Which  any  man  in  his  situation " 

"  Most  certainly." 

« — Had  a  right  to  do." 

«  Indeed  !" 

"  Yes,  indeed !  for  he  is  to  be  my  son-in- 
law." 

Mr.  Marshall's  face  puckered  up  to  its  usual 
goodness,  and  taking  Douglass  by  the  hand,  said, 
"  I  congratulate  you  on  your  choice,  and  Margaret 
on  her  good  fortune." 

Before  they  could  clear  up  the  mystery,  Mar- 
garet entered,  followed  by  Charles.  "  I  congra- 
tulate you,  my  dear  Margaret,  with  all  my  heart 
and  soul,"  said  this  worthy  rector :  "  you  could  not 
have  made  a  more  excellent  choice,  or  have  chosen 
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bo,   t-»  judge  l>»>th  from  liis  liberality 

;r,  i-  likely  t-»  make  m  1 

.in  mate  husband."    (Mrs.  Anson  had  b 

pulling  sway  at  the  reverend1  tail  during  tin* 

whole  oft!     )  ••  Y<.ur  mother  wanted  to  tell  you 

•  If,  but   I  am  before  her  in  t:  i  ^«>rk, 

I        gratulate  yon  both,  only  i  that 

I  may  finish  what  I  have  begun.      8  .  he 
tuned  round,  and  without  regardiri 

for  lie  had  not  seen  Stanhope  enter,  In-  t<>«,k  bis 
hand  and  placed  it  in  Mar 

•  T:  .       he  tui  M • 

Ai  I    bare  done  it  I.  •■       ad    will   <l 

church  :   I  ha?e  joined  their  bands,  an. I  n 
tlirin  one  o\  promise.     I  hardly  know  ho1  .  Mr. 

I I  "(/."'  ( he  said  tins  so  rnai 
that  it  confirmed   Charles  that   do  mis!  >uld 
be  i                n  yom  prinoely  muj 

when  j/ou  in.  i  my  a  heart  will  rejoi< 

be  made  merr] 

Mi  .  Anson,  when  the  rector  turned  I     I 
:i  order  t<>  avoid   the  «'< I  steal, 

in  ;   and  both  M  I  aarles  i 

f'nl!  i  chanjrc  h  ..«•  .»\«-r  tin- 

\  oi  .    i.  1 
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spirit  of  the  walk  ;  Charles  believing  that  Robert 
had  effected  it ;  and  Margaret,  giving  way  to  her 
mother's  choice,  for  she  had  none  of  her  own, 
blushed  slightly,  and  sat  down  near  the  piano. 

Robert  was  quite  aware  of  the  consequence  of 
the  discovery ;  and  as  the  only  method  of  ren- 
dering it  less  painful  to  Charles,  he  proposed  to 
withdraw  and  return  home.  But  Stanhope  was 
in  no  mood  to  accept  the  offer :  he,  on  the  con- 
trary, drew  his  chair  close  to  Margaret's,  and 
began  some  of  those  gentle,  soft  speeches  to  Mar- 
garet, whose  hand  he  took,  and  which  was  not 
withdrawn.  We  are  quite  aware  that  our  de- 
scription of  this  lady  may  appear  a  little  out  of 
nature;  but,  as  Byron  says,  "  truth  is  much 
stranger  than  fiction. "  So  in  this  case  it  is  evi- 
dent :  Margaret  lives  at  this  moment  apparently 
the  gayest  of  the  gay,  and  certainly  one  of  the 
loveliest  of  creation. 

"  That  is  all  as  it  should  be,  Mr.  Douglass," 
said  the  rector :  "  '  love  me,  love  my  dog.'  I  see 
Margaret  admires  your  handsome  friend  ;  and  you 
have  such  confidence  in  her,  that  you  are  not 
jealous ." 
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|  :  M  .r.Mrct    as    much    M    Ik* 

lik<    .   M  |  mny  return  tin-  complum  Bt,  With- 

out    CMlODg  any  jealousy  in   in) 

ward  ;"  and  t:ilviiiLr  the  rector  into 
hf  whispered  t<>  kin  the  whole  state  of  Ihe  ca 
ami  urged  bin  to  rapport  Charks'i  osm  1 1 

i-,*"    Robert  continued,  M  i  most  excellent  n 
although    rather  deficient   in    that   which   ii   by 
worldly  people  more  considered  than  talent,  tem- 
per, or  1 1 1  * •  ri  t  .^^ 

Then,  sir,  jroa  ire  t-»  many  Julia,  after  hav- 
ing  proposed  to  M 

M  Just  SO  ;    ami  lure  shfl  is  bhishing  ami  look- 
ing sshsjned  to  meet  the  man  who  ii  to  unite 
II)  own,  my  beautiful  Julia  I   this  Is  kind,  after 
y.mr  fatigue,   to  soltes   me   by  your  pr 
(   me  sod  ezplsin  <>ur  mutual  bistoriei  to  Mr. 

M  irshaD,  whilst  I  bra  Chirles  brought  to  1 k 

by  Mrs,  Anson,  for  I  run  that  match  shall  not 
i  few  pound 
•  you  ha\,-  drawn  s  prise,  Julie,"  ssid  Mr. 
Marshall,  M  and  let  me  I  yon  h<>\\  t..  | 

bin  firmly,  unalterably  yours.    This  m  a  matdi  I 
shall  be  proud  to  join;  foe  if  the  temper  of  the 
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woman  and  the  character  of  the  man  would  war- 
rant a  prophecy  of  felicity,  my  little  Julia  and  my 
generous  Robert  are  the  most  likely  people  to 
find  it." 

"  Indeed,  sir,"  said  Mrs.  Anson  as  she  ad- 
dressed Charles,  "  I  cannot  give  my  consent  to 
this  hasty  marriage.  You  say  Margaret  has  con- 
sented :  if  so,  it  must  be  under  the  mistake  occa- 
sioned by  Mr.  Marshall.  But  in  saying  that  I 
do  not,  cannot  consent,  understand  me  as  convey- 
ing no  slight  upon  yourself  or  your  family.  A 
parent's  duty  is  her  daughter's  welfare ;  and  cer- 
tainly that  would  not  be  much  enhanced  by  an 
alliance  with  one  of  your  slender  fortune.  I  do 
not  say  this  as  a  rebuke,  but  as  a  duty,  Mr.  Stan- 
hope." 

"  May  I  ask,"  said  Charles  with  a  look  of 
some  earnestness,  "  what  Mrs.  Anson  would 
consider  a  sufficient  fortune  to  be  possessed  by 
him  who  in  return  is  to  possess  such  a  trea- 
sure ?" 

"  I  am  not  usurious  in  my  demands,"  replied 
Mrs.  Anson,  "  but  I  never  will  consent  to  Mar- 
garet's marriage  without  the  man   of  her  choice 
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■hould   fed  eonrineed   tint   nothing  ibort   i  I 
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I  Vrt'iinly/"    was    her    reply :     "  and    it' 

eould  kettle  that,  <»r  eren  8,000/.,  m  much  do 
1  i  •■.in  v..u  md  idmire  your  character,  thai  I 
would  instantly  join  your  hand 

M  Then,  madam,  allow  me  to  my,  that  1  here 
pledge  myself  to  iotfle  15,000/.;  and  I  call 
Robert  in  to  stand  my  security.  He  kno 
incapable  oi*  a  falsehood,  and  he  will  hear  with 
pleasure,  that  mj  r,  on  her  being  placed  in 
possession  of  her  fortune,  did,  with  Iut  husbai 

:,    present   ine  with  110,0001,       Thia    1   was 

re8ol\i-<l  to  keep  a  secret,  to  !"■  belored  for  mj 

OWn,    and    not    tor   my    moil-    "         ',.-.       S 

gan-t  ii  mine,  and  w<         to  bare  i  double  wed- 
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Kolurt    was     called,     and     stood     seCUlitl 
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Charles, — indeed,  he  had  made  his  mind  up  to 
have  advanced  a  few  thousands  rather  than  this 
match  should  have  been  off;  the  rector  stood 
witness  to  the  agreement ;  and  thus  the  lowering 
clouds  of  the  evening  were  all  dispelled.  Charles 
ran  to  his  beloved  Margaret,  whose  cold  manner 
would  have  converted  another  to  an  icicle ;  but 
Charles  believed  it  u  prudent  restraint,11 "  maiden 
modesty,11  and  half  a  score  of  other  fine  expres- 
sions and  sentiments,  which  any  but  a  lover 
might  have  seen  and  have  known  to  be  false. 

O'  that  the  blessing  of  Marshall  had  been 
sanctified  and  made  holy !  At  that  moment  no 
mortals  had  fairer  views  of  terrestrial  enjoyment ; 
no  one  would  have  prayed  for  a  prospect  more 
brilliant  than  that  of  Douglass.  But  the  clearest 
morn  may  by  noon  be  overcast ;  and  before  the 
clouds  of  night  close  over  the  grave  of  day,  the 
torrent  may  have  fallen, — the  tempest  may  have 
burst. 

END    OP     THE    FIRST    VOLUME. 
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